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Introduction

Abstract. Understanding the role of urban public spaces in today’s historic 

Spanish Mediterranean cities is a key issue for researchers and urban 

professionals. Increasingly, social media showcases users’ preferences, a 

trend that can provide an indication as to why some urban public spaces are 

preferred over others. This research focuses on the study of morphological and 

functional attributes of preferred urban public spaces in historic cities of the 

Province of Alicante (Spain). Two main objectives are pursued: to describe 

urban morphological features of preferred plazas within the city; and, to 

identify functional patterns taking into account building uses and activities 

found in these public spaces.  Eight plazas, selected from a previous study 

using Foursquare social media data, were used as a case study. The research 

analysis of each plaza’s morphological and functional attributes. The results 

demonstrate that the preferred urban spaces have in common more functional 

and presence of landmark buildings.
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Figure 1.
Façade Edges —continuous vertical barrier at eye level—. Source: authors.
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Results

Figure 2.
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Figure 3.
Plaza’s surrounding building heights. Source: Authors.
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Discussion and conclusion
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Appendix

1

Historic Cities of the 

Province of Alicante

Most socially relevant plaza 

according to Foursquare’s 

cumulative number of visitors (up 

to 2 Feb 2016)

Location in relation to the historic 

bibliographic references

-

Elche

Elda

Average height of 

the plazas (m)

—vertical plane—

Maximum

ratio

Minimum

ratio

Average

ratio

1:7

1:2 1:7

1:2

1:7

1:2 1:17 1:12

1:1 1:7

1:7

1:7

Total area of the plazas (m2)
Width ratio of the polygons

—horizontal plane—

1:1

1:1

1:1

1:1

1:1

1:1

1:2
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SURROUNDING BUILDINGS ELEMENTS OF THE PLAZA

Landmark

buildings

 (religious,

 administrative 

heritage buildings)

Commercial 

uses and 

restaurant 

services

(L= local 

or C=city 

scale)

Greenery
Monuments and 

ornamental structures

Trees,

administrative
Planters

Trees, 

planters

Trees,

-
Trees,

- Planters

-
Trees,

Trees,
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