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�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���� �5�H�D�O�� �H�V�W�D�W�H�� �P�D�U�N�H�W�� �V�W�D�U�W�H�G�� �D��
�S�D�W�K�� �R�I�� �J�U�R�Z�W�K�� �W�K�D�W�� �E�U�L�H�À�\�� �V�W�R�S�S�H�G�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q��
�����������D�Q�G�������������E�X�W���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H�O�\���V�S�H�G���X�S��
�V�L�Q�F�H���P�L�G���Q�L�Q�H�W�L�H�V���W�R���W�K�H���H�[�W�H�Q�W���R�I���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J���D��
�E�X�E�E�O�H���W�K�D�W���¿�Q�D�O�O�\���E�X�U�V�W���L�Q���������������$�V���K�D�S�S�H�Q�H�G��
�L�Q���W�K�H���V�L�[�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���V�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�H�V�����W�K�H���U�R�O�H���R�I���U�H�D�O���H�V�W�D�W�H��
�P�D�U�N�H�W���L�Q���6�S�D�Q�L�V�K���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\���Z�D�V���I�R�V�W�H�U�H�G�����)�L�U�V�W����
�L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �S�U�R�P�R�W�H�G�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �¿�V�F�D�O��
�E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V�����/�D�W�H�U�����D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���X�U�E�D�Q���O�D�Z���D�Q�G��
�S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�� �Z�H�U�H�� �D�O�V�R�� �W�D�N�H�Q���� �7�K�H�� �/�D�Q�G�� �3�U�R�S�H�U�W�\��
�D�Q�G���8�U�E�D�Q���3�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���$�F�W���Z�D�V���U�H�I�R�U�P�H�G���L�Q������������
to increase land offer to be urbanised, and 

municipal governments promoted the revision 

of general plans to put this policy into practice. 

�:�L�W�K�L�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �F�R�Q�W�H�[�W���� �µ�W�K�H�� �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �X�U�E�D�Q��
planning, of the construction of the city, give 

in to the question of land, of the management 

�R�I�� �O�D�Q�G�� �P�D�U�N�H�W�¶�� ���5�R�F�K�� �3�H�x�D���� ������������ �S���� �������� �7�K�H��
concern on urban form and its cultural and 

�V�R�F�L�D�O�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �H�[�L�V�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �H�L�J�K�W�L�H�V��
disappeared in practice.

�,�Q���9�D�O�O�D�G�R�O�L�G�����Q�H�Z���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���V�H�F�W�R�U�V���V�W�D�U�W�H�G��
to be developed from mid-eighties, all of them 

located in the south of the city. At the same 

time, some other municipalities close to this 

part of the city started to attract population that 

used to live in Valladolid, especially young 

�S�H�R�S�O�H�� �Z�K�R�� �I�R�X�Q�G�� �J�R�R�G�� �G�Z�H�O�O�L�Q�J�V�� �D�W�� �D�� �E�H�W�W�H�U��
price than in the city. Ignoring the principle 

of territorial balance that the general plan 

�D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G�� �L�Q�� ���������� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���� �W�K�H�� �P�X�Q�L�F�L�S�D�O��
government of Valladolid reacted to this 

�S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�R�Q���D�Q�G���L�W���S�U�R�P�R�W�H�G���D���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���Q�H�Z��
neighbourhood in the south of Valladolid after 

�E�X�\�L�Q�J�� �V�R�P�H���O�D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H���� �+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �W�K�D�W���D�F�W�L�R�Q��
did not stop the move of people from the city 

to its surrounding municipalities, especially to 

�W�K�R�V�H�� �O�R�F�D�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�R�X�W�K�Z�H�V�W���� �W�K�H�� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�D�Q�G���D�O�Z�D�\�V���S�U�R�P�R�W�H�G���D�[�L�V���R�I���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W����

These surrounding municipalities had 

started to revise their general planning tools to 

increase the quantity of land to be urbanised 

and the municipal government of Valladolid 

decided eventually to employ the same strategy. 

�7�K�H���U�D�G�L�R���F�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�L�F���V�F�K�H�P�H���W�K�D�W���Z�D�V���G�H�¿�Q�H�G��
�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �H�L�J�K�W�L�H�V�� �Z�D�V�� �G�U�L�Y�H�Q�� �R�X�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �O�L�P�L�W�V�� �L�W��
�Z�D�V�� �F�R�Q�F�H�L�Y�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �D�� �U�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
�J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���S�O�D�Q���Z�D�V���D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���L�Q���������������$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K��
numerous residential sectors that have been 

�I�R�U�H�V�H�H�Q���F�O�R�V�H���W�R���W�K�H���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���F�L�W�\���K�D�G���Q�R�W���E�H�H�Q��
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���� �Q�H�Z�� �R�Q�H�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �G�H�¿�Q�H�G�� �E�H�\�R�Q�G��

�W�K�H���R�X�W�H�U���U�L�Q�J���U�R�D�G�����Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���L�Q���D���Q�H�Z��
�V�F�K�H�P�H�� �W�R�� �D�V�V�X�P�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �N�L�Q�G�� �R�I�� �H�[�S�D�Q�V�L�R�Q���� �,�W��
�Z�D�V�� �D�� �µ�K�\�S�H�U���I�R�U�H�F�D�V�W�� �R�I�� �X�U�E�D�Q�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W��
�>�«�@���Z�L�W�K���Q�R���F�R�K�H�U�H�Q�F�H���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���L�W�V���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F�D�O��
�S�R�L�Q�W�V�¶�����5�L�Y�D�V���6�D�Q�]�����������������S�����������������D���S�O�D�Q���Z�L�W�K��
no urban form, as spatial mechanisms are 

completely absent. 

�:�K�H�Q�� �U�H�D�O�� �H�V�W�D�W�H�� �P�D�U�N�H�W�� �I�H�O�O�� �G�R�Z�Q�� �L�Q��
������������ �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�L�V�� �X�Q�F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�O�H�G��
�X�U�E�D�Q�� �J�U�R�Z�W�K�� �U�H�Y�H�D�O�H�G�� �W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���� �8�U�E�D�Q��
development had driven some parts of the city 

�W�R���D���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���F�R�Q�J�H�V�W�L�R�Q�����Z�L�W�K���D�Q���H�[�F�H�V�V�L�Y�H��
�F�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Q�H�Z���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���]�R�Q�H�V�����Z�K�H�U�H�D�V��
�V�R�P�H���R�W�K�H�U���S�D�U�W�V���E�H�F�D�P�H���I�D�L�O�H�G�����D�V���V�R�P�H���]�R�Q�H�V��
�Z�H�U�H�� �X�U�E�D�Q�L�V�H�G�� �E�X�W�� �Q�R�W�� �R�F�F�X�S�L�H�G���� �U�H�P�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��
�K�D�O�I���H�P�S�W�\���� �(�P�H�U�J�L�Q�J�� �X�U�E�D�Q�� �F�H�Q�W�U�D�O�L�W�L�H�V�� �Z�H�U�H��
�D�O�V�R�� �E�D�G�� �P�D�Q�D�J�H�G���� �D�V�� �V�H�Y�H�U�D�O�� �P�D�O�O�V�� �Z�H�U�H��
�S�U�R�P�R�W�H�G�� �H�Y�H�Q�� �W�K�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H�U�H�� �Z�D�V�� �Q�R�W�� �H�Q�R�X�J�K��
�G�H�P�D�Q�G�� �W�R�� �P�D�N�H�� �W�K�H�P�� �Y�L�D�E�O�H���� �7�K�L�V�� �H�[�S�D�Q�V�L�Y�H��
urban model left behind a fragmented urban 

fringe, a condition that has been pointed as the 

main characteristic of contemporary cities, in 

opposition to ‘the image of a regular, isotropic 

�D�Q�G�� �L�Q�¿�Q�L�W�H�� �X�U�E�D�Q�� �V�S�D�F�H���� �S�X�U�L�¿�H�G�� �R�I�� �D�Q�\��
�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�J�H�Q�W�� �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�¶�� ���6�H�F�F�K�L���� ������������ �S���� ������������
�7�K�H�� �N�L�Q�G�� �R�I�� �X�U�E�D�Q�� �V�S�D�F�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�D�V�� �I�R�U�H�V�H�H�Q��

�)�L�J�X�U�H������
�/�D�Q�G���3�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���*�X�L�G�H�O�L�Q�H�V���I�R�U���9�D�O�O�D�G�R�O�L�G����������������

�6�\�V�W�H�P���R�I���S�D�U�N�V���D�Q�G���J�U�H�H�Q���F�R�U�U�L�G�R�U�V��
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in the eighties and that revealed itself as 

unfeasible in the nineties. The question is then 

jqy"vq"ocpcig"wtdcp"hqto"ykvjkp"vjg"eqpvgzv"
of the diffuse city.

In this regard, an alternative and more 

sustainable model had already emerged in 

Xcnncfqnkf" fwtkpi" vjg" {gctu" qh" gzrcpukxg"
itqyvj0" Yjgp" vjg" tgikqpcn" iqxgtpogpv" qh"
Ecuvknnc" {" Ng„p" cuuwogf" eqorgvgpegu" kp"
urban issues from mid-nineties, it approved a 

Vgttkvqtkcn"Rncppkpi"Cev"vjcv"kpenwfgf"pgy"wtdcp"
planning tools regarding metropolitan areas. 

Eqpugswgpvn{."kv"eqookuukqpgf"vjg"gncdqtcvkqp"
qh"vjg"Ncpf"Rncppkpi"Iwkfgnkpgu"hqt"Xcnncfqnkf"
cpf"kvu"uwttqwpfkpi"ctgc."yjqug"qdlgevkxg"ycu"
to establish some criteria to manage urban 

itqyvj" ykvjqwv" chhgevkpi" vjg" eqorgvgpegu"
qh" owpkekrcn" iqxgtpogpvu." yjkej" qdxkqwun{"
eqpuvkvwvgf" c" itgcv" eqpuvtckpv0" Jqygxgt." vjku"
pgy" cpf" kppqxcvkxg" rncppkpi" vqqn" qxgtecog"
vjku"dcttkgt"d{"rtqrqukpi"c"pgy"rgturgevkxg"vq"
fgÝpg"wtdcp"hqto"cv"c"ogvtqrqnkvcp"uecng0"Vjg"
Ncpf"Rncppkpi"Iwkfgnkpgu"ygtg"pqv"cnnqygf"vq"
fgekfg" yjgtg" vq" nqecvg" pgy" wtdcp" ctgcu." dwv"
vjg{" ygtg" cnnqygf" vq" rtgxgpv" wtdcp" itqyvj"
in those areas that merit a protection, due to 

its ecological or productive values. After 

thoroughly analysing the characteristics of 

vjg" vgttkvqt{" kp" vjg" yjqng" ogvtqrqnkvcp" ctgc."
vjg"Ncpf"Rncppkpi"Iwkfgnkpgu"fgÝpgf"ugxgtcn"
spaces to be protected: the so-called Areas 

qh" Ukpiwnct" Geqnqikecn" Xcnwg." yjkej" ctg" vjg"
most important natural spaces, and the so-

ecnngf" Oquv" Xcnwcdng" Citctkcp" Ncpfuecrgu."
yjkej" ctg" nkpmgf" vq" jkuvqtke" kphtcuvtwevwtgu"
vjcv"jcf"fgÝpgf" vjg" uvtwevwtg"qh" vjg" vgttkvqt{0"
Hwtvjgtoqtg." vjg" Ncpf" Rncppkpi" Iwkfgnkpgu"
rtqrqugf" c"ogvtqrqnkvcp" u{uvgo"qh" rctmu" cpf"
itggp" eqttkfqtu" vq" dg" Òvjg" oqfgtcvkxg" mg{"
qh" fkurgtugf"itqyvj" cpf" vjg" iwctcpvgg"qh" vjg"
positive quality of settlements system’ (Rivas 

Ucp¦."4232."r0"535+0
Thus, they proposed a structure for the 

yjqng" ogvtqrqnkvcp" ctgc" vq" dg" dwknv" wrqp" c"
system of protected spaces and green corridors. 

Qrgp" urcegu" cpf" vjg" Ògorv{Ó" pgvyqtm" vjcv"
yqwnf" eqppgev" vjgo" gogtigf" cu" vjg" dguv"
yc{" vq" fgÝpg" wtdcp" hqto" kp" vjg" eqpvgzv" qh"
vjg" fkhhwug" wtdcp" itqyvj" cpf" vjg" htciogpvgf"
territory. They aimed at giving coherence to the 

yjqng"wtdcp"uvtwevwtg"kp"c"ogvtqrqnkvcp"uecng."

yjkng"vjg"vtcfkvkqpcn"ogejcpkuou"eqpukuvkpi"qh"
fgÝpkpi"vjg"¦qpgu"vq"dg"wtdcpkugf"ygtg"tkumkpi"
its sustainability.

Eqpenwukqp

Planning cities or metropolitan areas through 

an alternative system based on non-urbanised 

spaces and corridors is emerging as a more 

sustainable urban model. The process described 

in the case of Valladolid can also be found in 

qvjgt" ukoknct"Urcpkuj"ekvkgu0"Hqt" kpuvcpeg." vjg"
Accompanying Plan for the International 

Gzjkdkvkqp"vjcv"vqqm"rnceg"kp"¥ctciq¦c"kp"422:"
rtqrqugf"c"pgvyqtm"qh"itggp"urcegu"tgncvgf"vq"
xctkqwu" tkxgtu" cpf" ycvgtyc{u0" Icvjgtkpi" cnn"
tgÞgevkqpu"tgictfkpi"vjku"swguvkqp"vjcv"jcf"dggp"
eqpfwevgf"hqt"oqtg"vjcp"37"{gctu."vjku"rtqrqucn"
ckogf"cv"ikxkpi"eqjgtgpeg"vq"vjg"yjqng"wtdcp"
structure by guiding urban regeneration actions. 

Vjg"rkqpggtkpi"cpf"oquv"mpqyp"ecug"ku"Xkvqtkc"
cpf"kvu"Itggp"Dgnv."c"eqortgjgpukxg"rtqlgev"hqt"

Hkiwtg"70
Igpgtcn"Rncp"qh"Xcnncfqnkf"*Cfxcpeg+."42340"Uejgog"

qh"kppgt"cpf"qwvgt"itggp"dgnvu
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vjg"yjqng"rgtkrjgt{"qh"vjg"ekv{"vjcv"uvctvgf"kp"
vjg"gkijvkgu"cu"c"yc{"vq"cxqkf"Þqqfu"cpf"vjcv"
ncvgt" jcf" vq" hceg" gzrcpukxg" uvtckpu" tgictfkpi"
pgy"tgukfgpvkcn"ctgcu"vjcv"rwv"kv"cv"tkum0"

Vjku" mkpf" qh" pgy" wtdcp" pgvyqtmu" ku" oqtg"
and more related to a shift in city management 

uwooctkugf" vjtqwij" vjg" gzrtguukqp" Òitg{"
vq" itggpÓ" *ECDG." 422;+." yjkej" ogcpu" vjcv"
traditional ‘grey’ urban infrastructures such 

as roads or canals can be substituted by more 

rnceg/dcugf."itggp"ogejcpkuou."yjkej"tguwnvu"
in a more sustainable management of urban 

ogvcdqnkuo0"Jqygxgt." kv" ecp" cnuq" dg" tgcf" cu"
c"ujkhv" kp"wtdcp"hqto"rncppkpi0"Kp"vjg"eqpvgzv"
of the diffuse city, closed schemes employing 

these same ‘grey’ systems as planning 

mechanisms are not able to control urban 

itqyvj." yjkej" ku" pqycfc{u" htciogpvgf" cpf"
depends on a multiplicity of decisions that are 

impossible to foresee. It is thus important to 

fgÝpg"cp"wpfgtn{kpi"uejgog"gpuwtkpi"c"oqtg"
resilient and sustainable urban development.

The challenge consists of integrating this 

alternative model in usual urban planning, 

yjkej" eqpvkpwgu" vq" dg" xgt{" fgrgpfkpi" qp"
those traditional mechanisms regarding the 

fgÝpkvkqp"qh"hwvwtg"wtdcp"hqto0"Vjku"pgy"yc{"
is nevertheless little by little paved. After the 

dwddng" dwtuv." Xcnncfqnkf" ku" pqy" tgxkukpi" kv"
general plan, and the advance document that 

ycu" crrtqxgf" kp" 4234" vq" iwkfg" vjg" tgxkukqp"
rtqrqugf"c"pgy"rgturgevkxg"qp"igpgtcn"wtdcp"
form that is structured upon an inner and outer 

itggp" dgnv0" Hqnnqykpi" vjg" urktkv" qh" vjg" Ncpf"
Rncppkpi"Iwkfgnkpgu." vjgug" itggp" dgnvu" ctg" vq"
assume the role of the inner and outer ring 

tqcfu."yjkej"jcxg"dggp"iwkfkpi"wtdcp"hqto"kp"
the last thirty years.

Cempqyngfiogpvu

The University of Valladolid has funded the 

cvvgpfcpeg" qh" vjg" cwvjqt" vq" vjg" 46vj" KUWH"
Valencia 2017 through the grant programme 

‘Movilidad Doctorandos UVa 2017’.

Tghgtgpegu

C{oqpkpq." E0" *3;:3+" Gn" ukipkÝecfq" fg" ncu"

ciudades (Blume, Madrid).

Fqzkcfku." E0" C0" *3;85+" Ctswkvgevwtc" gp"
transición (Ariel, Barcelona).

Hgtpƒpfg¦"Octqvq."O0"*4237+"ÒGn"Rncp"Igpgtcn"
fg"Xcnncfqnkf"fg"3;:60"Gp"nqu"qt‡igpgu"fg"wp"
pwgxq"oqfgnq" wtdcpqÓ." Ekwfcfgu" 3:." 477/
850

Hkiwgtqc" Ucncu." L0" *4222+" Nc" ogfkfc" {" nc"
memoria: antología urbanística de Javier de 

Oguqpgu"3;72/4222"*Hwpfcek„p"Ogvt„rqnk."
Madrid).

ECDG" *422;+" Itg{" vq" itggp0" Jqy" yg" ujkhv"
hwpfkpi"cpf"umknnu"vq"itggp"qwt"ekvkgu"*jvvr<11
yyy0fgukipeqwpekn0qti0wm1ukvgu1fghcwnv1
files/asset/document/grey-to-green.pdf) 

accessed 20 May 2017.

Ecnxq." N0" *3;;2+" ÒGn" eqpvtqn" fgn" etgekokgpvq"
urbano’, in Instituto del Territorio y 

Urbanismo and Istituto Universitario 

fk" Ctejkvgvvwtc" fk" Xgpg¦kc." 32" c‚qu" fg"
rncpgcokgpvq" wtdcp‡uvkeq" gp" Gurc‚c" 3;9;/
3;:;" *Okpkuvgtkq" fg" Qdtcu" R¿dnkecu" {"
Wtdcpkuoq."Ocftkf+";9/3260

Tkxcu" Ucp¦." L0" N0" *422:+" ÒC{wpvcokgpvq" {"
urbanismo’, in Merino Estrada, V. and 

Qtfw‚c" Tgdqnnq." G0" *eqqtf0+" Nc" ekwfcf" fg"
Xcnncfqnkf"{"uw"C{wpvcokgpvq<"322"c‚qu"fg"
jkuvqtkc"eqo¿p"*C{wpvcokgpvq"fg"Xcnncfqnkf."
Xcnncfqnkf+"493/;60

Tkxcu"Ucp¦."L0"N0"*4232+"ÒNc"qtfgpcek„p"fg"nqu"
procesos metropolitanos: las directrices de 

ordenación territorial de Valladolid y de su 

entorno (2001)’, in Vinuesa Angulo, J. and 

Icnkcpc" Octv‡p." N0" *gf0+" Vgqt‡c" {" rtƒevkec"
para una ordenación racional del territorio 
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