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Objectives – The objective of this work is the characterization of a photonic-assisted
transmitter in the G-band for wireless backhauling. This study will contribute to assess
the potential performance of this approach and to identify the critical design limitations.
This work has been carried out in the framework of EU H2020 project ULTRAWAVE.

Methodology – The project has been based on a classical methodology: review of
the related theoretical background and the state of the art, theoretical study of the sys-
tem, simulation and experimental validation. This process has been iterated to refine
both theoretical and simulation models.

Theoretical development – A theoretical model to assess the performance of sev-
eral aspects of the photonic transmitter has been developed. It has been implemented in
MATLAB to identify critical parameters of the system. For data transmission, VPIpho-
tonics software has been used.

Lab work and prototype development – All the activity performed during this Mas-
ter Thesis has taken place at the Nanophotonics Technology Center of UPV, specifically
in the ”Optical Signal Processing and THz Photonics” group. Nearly all the components
used have been purchased after previous theoretical estimations of the capabilities needed
to build the prototype.

Results – The main result of the TFM is the design and analysis of the architecture for
the photonic transmitter to be used in the EU project ULTRAWAVE. Some conclusions
of this analysis are: a laser between 13-16 dBm is preferable for the system, 25 dBm
of RF yields nearly the best response for two cascaded phase modulators, better ways
to generate a wider comb need to be reviewed. Different optical paths and different
optical delay limit final performance and care need to be paid to optimize this parameter.
Linearity is characterized by 90 dB·Hz2/3 of SFDR, around 30 dB of CNR are expected
and a trade-off between number of channels, data rate and channel spacing needs to be
settled. Simulations are provided for a four channel transmission, each of them with 2
Gbps of QPSK modulation and spacing of 4 GHz.

Future work– There are several lines where future work can be done. It would be
worth devoting research efforts to investigate more efficient ways of generating harmonics
away from the central wavelength since it strongly affects CNR. Other areas needing
further work are the compensation of fiber length impact, linearization techniques such
as low-bias or IMD3 compensation and practical data transmission.

Publications – Part of the results of this TFM have been included in Deliverable D5.2 of
EU H2020 project ULTRAWAVE which is focused on the G-band Photonic Transmitter.

Abstract – Data traffic keeps raising in a way that current technology will not be able
to hold with several bottlenecks ahead. G-band signals have gained attention in previ-
ous years because the unprecedented amount of available bandwidth to deliver fast and
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simple ”fiber-on-air” backhaul enabling mobile architectures based on small cell densi-
fication to allow high bitrates. Photonic generation systems are well suited to provide
wide bandwidth and compatibility with core optical network technology. This work fo-
cuses on the characterization of a photonic transmitter in the G-band. It is carried out
in the framework of EU H2020 project ULTRAWAVE. After evaluation of possible ar-
chitectures, external modulation of a CW laser is chosen and analogical characterization
is performed where is determined that 25 dBm of RF power is needed. With this value
around 30 dB of CNR is expected to be achieved and a SFDR of 90 dB·Hz2/3. Phase
noise has been also measured. Regarding digital characterization, different simulations
using VPIphotonics software have been performed, where it can be seen that 13-16 dBm
of optical power is a good operation point. Critical parameters such as fiber length have
been identified in the designing stage where 5 km can lead to 10% loss of EVM because
of the singularity of this system, so pre-compensation will be mandatory in future work.
Finally, it is demonstrated that an agreement between number of channels, data rate and
channel spacing needs to be established, being in this case four channels, each with 2
Gbps and 4 GHz of spacing.
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1 Introduction
1.1 Microwave Photonics

Microwave Photonics (MWP) is the application of optical devices for the generation
and processing of microwave signals [1]. This topic has attracted a lot of attention in
recent decades, especially for signals in the upper bands, such as the millimeter and sub-
THz regions [2]. Photonics offers an alternative path that allow to implement tasks that
are very complex in all-electrical systems or even impossible. Moreover, advantages of
optical fiber respect to electrical cables such as lower size, immunity to electromagnetic
interference, ultra low losses, lower cost, lower weight or unprecedented data transfer
capacity turned out to be key factors in the development of this technology.

A basic MWP system, also known as radio-over-fiber link, consists of an electrical
signal to be transmitted or processed which is modulated onto a light beam by means of
external or direct modulation. In its simplest form, this signal is transmitted over optical
fiber and converted again into the electrical domain using a photodetector (as shown in
Figure 1).

λ
External

Modulator

Data
stream

Photodetector

Optical domain

Electrical 
domain

Figure 1: Typical example of a Microwave Photonics system. Electrical data stream
is transmitted through optical domain and is converted into electrical signal again
when photodetecting.

From the first experiments carried out in late 70’s until nowadays, the applications
of microwave photonics have widened. Some examples are: radio-over-fiber links for
cellular, wireless and satellite applications (e.g. [3], [4]), optical beamforming to control
large antennas arrays while keeping wide bandwidth (e.g. [5]), RF filters [6], sensing [7],
and photonic-assisted microwave measurement [8], just to cite the most researched. One
of the applications that most attention has attracted is photonic-assisted generation of
high frequency signals, in particular in the millimeter and submillimeter bands, [2], [9].
This is the main topic of this work, the photonic generation of G-band (110 to 300 GHz)
signals.
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1.2 Traffic growth
Data traffic keeps increasing exponentially for multiple reasons. In the last years the

main drivers of this rising demand have been: Internet of Things (IoT), online gaming,
ultra high definition VOD, cloud computing, etc. In general, society is more connected,
demands faster quality communications and lower latency, thus, higher bandwidth is
required to meet this goals. According to Cisco systems, mobile data traffic increased
70% in 2014 and the IMT-2020 Promotion Group estimated that it will grow over 200
times from 2010 to 2020 and 20,000 times from 2010 to 2030. This sustained growth
imposes a huge challenge to present wireless and core technologies which need to be
scaled accordingly. One of these bottlenecks is in the backhaul for cellular networks.
Most low frequency bands of the microwave region are crowded with many regulated
wireless services. Thus, to provide high bitrate services, new frequency bands are needed.
If fiber-like wireless bitrates are needed, bands in the millimeter and submillimeter-wave
bands have a promising potential to avoid future bottlenecks in backhauling and enable
future commercial communications such as 5G-NR and future 6G [10].
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Figure 2: Global internet traffic growth prediction. Data gathered from Cisco Visual
Networking Index 2018.

Among these unregulated bands in the upper millimeter-wave region, the G-band has
several appealing features: it hosts a bandwidth of tens of GHz available, rain loss is
relatively moderate and, for the moment, it is unregulated.

Given these features, the G-band appears as an attractive alternative to allocate many
future high-demanding services as mentioned in [11]. Among these, cellular backhauling
is particularly appealing given the strong pressure to cellular networks. Since building
electrical oscillators at these frequencies with good performance is not easy, photonic
generation systems are being studied. This alternative approach has been enabled by the
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development of the uni-travelling-carrier photodiode (UTC-PD) by NTT researchers in
the late 90s as an efficient photo-mixer at hundreds of GHz.

1.3 Photonic generation of microwave signals
One might think that heterodyning two free-running lasers would be the most straight-

forward way to generate signals at sub-THz band but given the free-running nature of the
sources, the generated signal is not stable in frequency. Besides, since their phase noises
are decorrelated post signal processing is required, resulting in more complex setups [12].
Using a coherent optical source solves the problem and several solutions have been pro-
posed as comb generators, being an active research field during last decades. A brief
summary of the main techniques for implementing coherent optical sources for photonic
microwave generation is presented in the next sections, further information can be found
in the literature, for example, [13].

1.3.1 Optical Injection Locking

Optical injection locking consists of one master laser that is directly frequency modu-
lated, thus generating multiple sidebands. Then light is split and inserted into two differ-
ent slave lasers whose frequencies of emission are very close to two master laser sidebands.
Thus, phase locking (phase correlation) is achieved between tones that are combined and
mixed at the photodetector, generating an electrical signal whose frequency is selected by
means of slave lasers. An example can be seen in Figure 3.
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Figure 3: Optical injection locking setup.

1.3.2 Optical Phase Lock Loop

Another technique to obtain phase coherence between two optical tones is optical phase
lock loops. In this case, two free-running lasers are beaten at a photodetector, generating
an electrical signal that is compared with an RF reference. The phase comparison is fed
into a loop filter that can control the phase of one laser in order to minimize the phase
shift between them, thus locking the phase of the beat note to the RF reference. A typical
setup is presented in Figure 4.
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Figure 4: Optical phase lock loop example.

1.3.3 Optical Injection Phase Locking

The two above-mentioned techniques can be combined, in what is known as optical
injection phase locking to further enhance phase noise. Figure 5 shows a case where a
master laser is divided into two channels. One of them is externally modulated and the
desired sideband is inserted into a slave laser for injection locking. Next the other channel
and the locked one are mixed at the photodetector, generating an electrical signal. This
tone is compared to a microwave reference and the optical phase fluctuations at the output
of the slave laser are further reduced by a phase lock loop.
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Figure 5: Optical injection phase locking system.

1.3.4 External Modulation

Coherent optical sources can also be generated using a single external modulator. In
figure 6 it can be seen a generic system where one light beam is modulated by means of an
RF signal that feeds the modulator. Multiple sidebands are thus generated with correlated
phases. Regarding different types of modulators, Mach-Zehnder allows more flexibility
depending on the polarization point for generating only even or only odd harmonics
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whereas phase modulators generate all the harmonics and are less complex since they
need no bias control.

λ Photodetector

RF
signal

External
Modulator

Optical
filter

mmWave

Figure 6: Optical coherent source using external modulation.

1.3.5 Dual-Wavelength Laser

Coherence can also be accomplished with a dual-wavelength laser with a wavelength
spacing given by the desired frequency. No phase locking is carried out, however both light
sources are generated at the same cavity and phase quality outperforms two free-running
lasers, plus there is no need for a loop circuit or external device.

1.4 State of art of sub-THz data transmission
Finally, after all different techniques are presented, a review of the latest sub-THz

generation systems is done. Figures 7 and 8 shows a summary of the state-of-the-art
solutions to generate sub-THz signals, including both all-electrical and optoelectronical
systems.

Combining both, in general, higher data rates and better capacity x distance param-
eters have been demonstrated in the sub-THz bands using optoelectronics solutions. In
order to further investigate the potential of optoelectronics for wireless backhauling, EU
H2020 ULTRAWAVE project has put together a set of researchers of different countries
to improve the previous figure of merit mentioned by combining different technologies.

1.5 EU H2020 project ULTRAWAVE
ULTRAWAVE is a project that is aimed at developing a high capacity backhaul cell

densification for 5G and future 6G by taking profit of bands beyond 100 GHz. This is
going to serve more than 100 Gbps per square kilometer using a Point to Point G-band
and Point to Multi point D-band (141-174.8 GHz) links.

Figure 9 gives an overview of the ULTRAWAVE’s link proposal. It is shown how
G-band PtP link is used to communicate base stations separated 600 meters away and D-
band PtMp link delivers communications to numerous sectors/cells where users are served
until 500 meters away. Knowing that these frequencies and distances cause enormous
free-space losses, a new high-frequency amplifier is mandatory to overcome it, which is
developed in the framework of this project, namely a new Traveling Wave Tube (TWT).
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Figure 7: State-of-the-art of sub-THz wireless communications research. Blue and
red squares are single-channel electronics and single-channel optoelectronics so-
lutions. Black asterisks are multi-channel optoeletronics solutions. References used:
[14][15][16][17][18][19][20][21][22][23][24][25][26][27][28][29][30][31][32][33][34][35][36][37]
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Figure 8: Figure 7 with figure of merit capacity x distance. Blue and red squares
are single-channel electronics and single-channel optoelectronics solutions. Black
asterisks are multi-channel optoeletronics solutions.
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ULTRAWAVE 

 Deliverable D2.1     Page 16 of 25 

3 ARCHITECTURE  

3.1 Network design 
To provide broadband data services, operators need to expand the capacity of the backhaul. As a large 
number of links for tens of thousands of wireless base stations are required, we must consider how 
transmission networks can evolve cost effectively. In Figure 3-1 we show the system configuration and 
possible deployment of the network.  
 

 
Figure 3-1: System configuration & deployment in ULTRAWAVE.  

PmP TDD UL/DL arguments have been widely developed within EU TWEETHER program. Schematically, 
PmP is performed with a multiplex of channels programmed and switched at a Transmission Hub each 
channel connecting a small-cell through a terminal (see Figure 3-1). Within ULTRAWAVE we are adding 
fronthaul, which will be also a multiplex of channels, each channel connecting a backhaul hub.  Figure 
3-2 describes the channel organization and capacity specification. 
 

 
Figure 3-2: System channelization and organization in ULTRAWAVE system.  

The following should be observed when considering the system in Figure 3-2:  
- N hubs vary up to 12 and ni terminals vary up to 10, depending on needs and ranges targeted 

(e.g. coverage). 
- Channels are TDD considering the DL/UL dynamic demand. 
- This architecture permits to achieve the overall connectivity with VLANs. 

 

Figure 9: ULTRAWAVE’s link proposal.

This amplifier is a brand new device that can provide power at Watt level in D/G-bands,
in fact, provides 40 dB and 30 dB respectively, being a key component in the quest of
improving capacity x distance product [38].

Within this project, the role played by the Universitat Politècnica de València is the
design and development of a generation system of G-band signals that will feed the PtP
links using photonic techniques to provide stable signals carrying the requested data rates.
The present document summarizes some of the work carried out to reach this objective.

A generic photonic generation system would be similar to Figure 10, where an optical
comb is generated, several spectral lines are demultiplexed and modulated (remaining one
as an local oscillator), combined and photodetected.

Comb
Generator

Demux
stage

PhotodetectorΣ
Modulation

Figure 10: Generic photonic generation system.

This document presents the characterization of the photonic system. The potential
performance is assessed and critical design limitations are identified. The remainder is
organized as follows: first various possible architectures are evaluated and one is chosen,
second an analog characterization is performed with theoretical and experimental results,
third a digital characterization using VPIphotonics software is used to delimit which
features (such as channel spacing, number of channels, etc.) affect more the whole system
and finally conclusions are stated.

2 Proposed architecture
Keeping in mind the different techniques presented at the Introduction, the coherent

optical source chosen for this work is external modulation of a CW laser with two cascaded
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phase modulators (PM) because its ease of implementation, phase quality and devices
available at the lab.

Once comb is generated, two optical tones are demultiplexed and this section presents
different the four options that have been considered for demultiplexing stage at the pho-
tonic generation system. All of them are based on external modulation of a CW laser
with two PM for generating an optical comb boosted by an EDFA. The difference between
them lies in using distinct demultiplex components, namely wavelength selective switch
(WSS), arrayed waveguide grating (AWG), fiber Bragg gratings (FBG) and a combination
of FBG and an optical demultiplexer (Figures 11 to 13).

In order to decide, a trade-off between cost and losses must be achieved considering
the following:

• WSS: the most straightforward way. All optical channels suffer same attenuation
but it is the most expensive and bulkier configuration (Figure 11).

• AWG: it is more economical than WSS but it lacks reconfigurability and the granu-
larity of the channels is considerably larger than WSS. In addition, it must be taken
into account the periodicity between ports (Figure 11).

• FBGs: the most affordable. Useful for testing and measurement. Lacks in scalability
due to different attenuation between channels (Figure 12).

• FBG+Demux: middle term solution. Local oscillator (LO) and optical channels
suffer different attenuation but very cheap compared to WSS. Once the demux is
placed it is not possible to transmit more channels so it lacks in upper scalability
(Figure 13).

Considering that the main objective is to build a proof-of-concept (having an irregular
comb and transmitting only one optical channel), the best option is to use two FBGs (for
LO and transmitting channel) which brings simplicity to the setup at a very low cost.
Once demux stage is fixed, LO and transmitting channel are recombined and amplified
again before launching them into the UTC-PD.
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Figure 11: Proposed architecture using a WSS/AWG for demultiplexing.
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Figure 12: Proposed architecture using Bragg gratings for demultiplexing.
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Figure 13: Proposed architecture using one Bragg grating and a demultiplexer for de-
multiplexing.

3 Analog characterization
In this section, an analog characterization of the photonic transmitter is performed so

that the system is characterized both theoretically and experimentally.

3.1 Link budget
The link budget for the architecture described in Section 2 is performed. First, the

laser optical output field can be written as,

Ein =
√
2P · ej2πfct (1)

where P is the optical power and fc is the frequency of emission [39]. Then, light goes
through each phase modulator, which are fed using a RF signal with a frequency of
fRF . Thus, to generate a wider optical comb, more RF power is needed, however since
the output electrical power of an amplifier and the amount of RF power that a phase
modulator can handle are limited, the use of two cascaded PM is required [40], inasmuch
as the system demands a good level of the +/-6th harmonics.
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With that being said and knowing that drive RF signals are f1 = R1Vπsin(2πfRF t) and
f2 = R2Vπsin(2πfRF t + ∆θ), (∆θ and Vπ are the phase deviation between drive signals
and the half wave voltage respectively) the field at the output of the second modulator
can be expressed as follows

Eout =
Ein

LPM

· ejπRcsin(2πfRF t+φ) ≈
√
2P

LPM

m∑
n=−m

Jn(πRc) · ej2π(fc+nfRF )t+nφ (2)

where πRc, Jn, LPM and φ are the combined modulation index, the Bessel function of the
first kind and order n, PM insertion losses and phase noise of the RF signal respectively.
Expression for Rc is derived to be

Rc =
√
R2

1 + 2R1R2cos∆θ +R2
2 (3)

which determines the level of the carriers that compose the optical comb [40].

0 pi/2 pi 3*pi/2 2*pi
Phase (radians)

0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5

3

3.5

4

4.5

C
om

bi
ne

d 
m

od
ul

at
io

n 
in

de
x

Figure 14: Combined modulation index related to phase deviation of the drive signals.

From equation (3) and Figure 14 it can be seen that compensating the deviation phase
of the RF signals results in higher levels of carriers away from the central frequency, which
turns out into better signal at G-band. This is the reason why in Figures 11, 12 and 13
an electrical phase shifter (PS) is included before the second PM. Note that an electrical
and not an optical one is used because, as can be seen in Figure 15, the electrical option
has lower losses, i.e. better power for the desired harmonic.

A theoretical study to define the required power of the microwave local oscillator driving
the PMs has been performed. Figure 16 shows the dependence of the 6th harmonic power
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Figure 15: Optical comb generated using electrical (blue) and optical (red) delay.
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Figure 16: 6th harmonic power vs RF power used at external modulation.

as a function of the microwave LO. Taking into account the saturation of the electrical
amplifier, the target power for the microwave oscillator has been set at 25 dBm. Figures
17 and 18 show the power of the optical comb, theoretical and experimental results,
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Figure 17: Optical comb generated using equation (2).
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Figure 18: Optical comb generated using the experimental setup.

respectively, using an optical source with an output power of 13 dBm. Table 1 gives an
overview about how similar are the experimental measures against theoretical ones, being
the largest difference 0.7dB corresponding to the 9th harmonic, what can be considered
as a good agreement.
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Harmonic Experimental SNR (dB) Theoretical SNR (dB)
1st 46.5 46.8
2nd 55.3 54.78
3rd 57.5 57.45
4th 54.1 54.4
5th 48.5 48.35
6th 39.6 40.2
7th 29.9 30.44
8th 18.8 19.32
9th 6.3 7

Table 1: Comparative of SNR at the optical comb between theoretical and experimental
results. The theoretical noise floor is assumed to be the same as the experimental
(-59 dBm).

Next, a link budget is performed to guarantee proper operation of all the components
used. Figure 19 shows the result, where blue values correspond to theory and red ones to
measured data.

Finally, the whole photonic transmiter has been tested. Since a spectrum analyzer with
a bandwidth of 300 GHz is not available at the lab, a subharmonic mixer has been used
for downconverting the signal to IF band, which incurs in significant losses, 30-50 dB. The
particular losses are not available yet. To get the IF signal, a 18.688 GHz signal is used
as local oscillator in the mixer to achieve the 16th harmonic at 1 GHz. On this basis,
the power after the UTC (and before downconversion) is calculated using the following
equation

PRF = 2R2ZLPupperPlower (4)
where R is the responsivity of the photodiode, ZL is the load impedance and Pupper/lower

is the power of the two tones that arrive to UTC [41] (the parameters used are described
in Table 3 in Appendix A). Figure 20 shows the downconverted generated tone (not
carrying data) with a peak power of nearly -65 dBm, which is around 40 dB lower than
the photodetected one, which agrees with the specifications of the subharmonic mixer
provider.

3.2 Noise characterization
Noise degradation appears due to multiple factors in a fiber optics systems and can

be measured at different points of the link. In this work, the expressions focus on the
carrier to noise ratio (CNR) and phase noise at the output of the UTC-PD, which are the
parameters that characterize the quality of a signal carrying data.
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Figure 19: Link budget of the system both experimental (red) and theoretical (blue).
All levels are in dBm.
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Figure 20: Photonically generated 300 GHz carrier downconverted to 1 GHz.

3.2.1 Thermal noise

Thermal noise is related to the fact that electrons move randomly along the load
resistance of the photodetector and can be written as follows

σ2
th =

4kT0∆fF

ZL

(5)

where k is the Boltzman constant, T0 is the ambient temperature, ∆f is the electrical
bandwidth and F is the total noise factor of the amplifying stages.

3.2.2 Shot noise

Shot noise depends on the average optical power measured at the input of the pho-
todetector and it is originated from the quantum nature of the photodetection process.
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The equation is derived as
σ2
shot = 2q(Ip + Id)∆f (6)

where q is the electron charge, Ip is the average photocurrent and Id is the dark current.

3.2.3 RIN noise

Relative intensity noise (RIN) comes from intensity fluctuations at the optical signal
generated by the laser. Considering that RIN parameter is constant at the considered
bandwidth, the expression is written as follows

σ2
RIN = RINlaser(Ip)

2∆f (7)

where RINlaser is the RIN parameter of the laser.

3.2.4 EDFA noise

Erbium doped fiber amplifier (EDFA) are widely used and known in optical systems
for compensating losses but this results in noise degradation too, owing to the fact that
amplified spontaneous emission (ASE) occurs at the amplification stage. This has a direct
effect incrementing the shot noise and provoking beatings between spontaneous signal with
itself, with the signal and with the shot noise.

First of all, EDFA has a noise spectral density because of spontaneous emission

Ssp = (G− 1)nsphfc (8)

where G is the gain, nsp is the population inversion factor and h is the Planck’s constant.
Before reaching the photodetector the noise spectrum is modified in a way that can be
written as

Sspmod
=

Ssp

L
(9)

where L are the losses from EDFA to the photodetector.
Secondly, the beatings (spontaneous with itself, signal and shot) are expressed as

σ2
sp−sp = 4R2S2

spmod
∆ν∆f (10)

σ2
sig−sp = 4R2Sspmod

Po∆f (11)

σ2
s−sp = 4qRSspmod

∆ν∆f (12)
where ∆ν is the bandwidth of the EDFA.

Thirdly, the increment of shot noise can be scripted as follows

σ2
shot = 2q(R(Po + Sspmod

∆ν) + Id)∆f (13)

Finally, after the photodetection, all the noise can be gathered in one term σ2 (the sum
of all of the sources mentioned before) which contributes to the CNR equation as follows

CNR =
Pcarrier

σ2
(14)
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where Pcarrier is the RF power of the modulated signal[42][41]. Estimations have been
calculated with the parameters in Table 3 of Appendix A and are depicted in Figure
21. It is important to note that the physical system uses 25 dBm as RF power that is
translated into 4.169 combined modulation index, corresponding to 30.36 dB of CNR and
data modulation is considered, conversely to link budget experimental estimations.
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Figure 21: CNR vs combined modulation index. Red circle highligths the working point.

3.2.5 Phase noise

Phase noise is a phenomenon unavoidably present in oscillators in general, affecting
generated tones too, and is produced owing to the fact that the power of an electromag-
netic wave does not remain immutable at a single frequency. On the contrary, it is spread
across a distribution of frequencies causing several unwanted issues such as constellation
rotation, interference masking and jitter among others. Equation 15 and Figure 22 are
mathematical and graphical examples of the effect of phase noise [43].

E(t) = E0 cos (2πf0t+ ϕ(t)) (15)

Focusing on the characterization of phase noise at G-band tones generated via pho-
tonic transmitters, Shao et. al. in [44] and [45] studied thoroughly which are the main
contributions to it, demonstrating the following equation

ϕPhotonic−RF = nϕLO(t) (16)

where ϕPhotonic−RF represents the phase noise of the G-band signal, ϕLO(t) represents the
phase noise of the oscillator feeding PMs and n is a real number that depends on the
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We are specifically interested here in the effects of noise on the behavior of oscillators. 

Although both amplitude and phase fluctuations can occur, the disturbances in phase are usually 

orders of magnitude larger than its amplitude counterpart. This dominance is a result of two 

mechanisms of amplitude-noise suppression fundamental to the operation of an oscillator. The 

first mechanism is related to an oscillator’s intrinsic negative feedback, which maintains the net 

gain at the level of the cavity losses. Any amplitude fluctuations slower than the roundtrip time 

are effectively corrected by this feedback response. The second amplitude-limiting mechanism 

occurs due to device saturation during oscillation. This saturation suppresses the ability of an 

input (amplitude) fluctuation to induce a variation in the output. Together, these two processes 

eliminate the need for considerations of amplitude noise in virtually all oscillator systems. For 

the rest of this thesis, we will therefore restrict our attention primarily to perturbations of phase. 

It is natural at this point to ask what does phase noise mean in an oscillator. For this 

discussion, we consider the following equation 

( ) ( ) ( )( )0 0cos 2E t E E t f t tπ φ= + ∆ +                                                  (1.1) 

which describes an ideal oscillator field perturbed by both amplitude and phase noise. In           

 

Figure 1-1: Illustration of oscillator spectrum under ideal conditions (dashed line) and with 

effects of linewidth broadening (solid line). 

 

Figure 22: Graphical example of phase noise.

comb harmonics that are mixed at the photodetector (12 in the current case since +/-
6th harmonics are used). Note that laser’s linewidth is not involved with the resultant
broadening and also the downconversion process adds phase noise. Figures 23 and 24
show the measurements.

In light of the previous graphs, a degradation of around 30 dB in Figure 23 can be seen
from 25 GHz oscillator (blue) to G-band tone generated (red), where 20 dB are predicted
using equation 16 (dashed blue). The remaining difference cannot only be accounted
to phase noise introduced at downconversion stage since the phase noise of the 25 GHz
oscillator is >3 dB than the 18.688 GHz one so another factor is impairing the signal.
In [45] is mentioned that this aspect is related to the time delay between the two optical
paths that decorrelates the phase of the harmonics demultiplexed and can be corrected
adding fiber to one path as done in [44]. 2 meters of fiber have been added in order to
correct it, obtaining a result (black) close to theoretical degradation.

3.3 Linearity
As mentioned in [46] and [47], a significant parameter to measure the linearity of a RoF

system is the spurious free dynamic range (SFDR) and is mainly limited by the nonlinear
transfer function of a Mach-Zehnder modulator (MZM). That is to say, measuring the
SFDR of the Mach-Zehnder alone gives a good approximation of the whole link. In the
current case, the setup used can be seen in Figure 25. The UTC is not the photodetec-
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Figure 23: 25 GHz oscillator (blue), G-band tone (red) and 2 m of fiber compensation
(black) measured phase noise. 25 GHz oscillator phase noise degradation predicted
with equation 16 (dash red).
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Figure 24: 18.688 GHz oscillator measured phase noise.
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tor because its bandwidth would compel to downconvert the RF signals, corrupting the
measure of the SFDR so instead, an standard photodiode with 0.7 A/W responsivity and
9 GHz high-frequency cut off is used. It is important to note that the modulator used is
a dual-parallel Mach-Zehnder (DP-MZM), whose parameters are described in Table 3 of
Appendix A.

The process to measure SFDR is the following:

1. Both arms of the DP-MZM are polarized at quadrature point [47].

2. Two tones at frequencies 4 and 5 GHz feed the modulator, generating a third order
intermodulation product at 6 GHz, which is monitored with FSQ 40 signal analyzer.

3. RF power is varied in order to have several points for knowing how fundamental
and third order intermodulation signals vary. This can be seen in Figure 26 and the
information extracted is summarized in Table 2.

+

λ Pol

Osc 1 Osc 2

DP-MZM PD
Spectrum
Analyzer

Figure 25: Setup used to measure linearity of the system.

IIP3 OIP3 SFDR Glink

14 dBm -5.4 dBm 88 dB·Hz2/3 -20.4 dB

Table 2: Information extracted from Figure 26. OIP3 stands for third order output
intermodulation point and IIP3 for third order input intermodulation point.

Once SFDR is measured, theoretical value is calculated using the equations 17 and 18
from [48] and [49]

SFDR =
2

3
(IIP3− (Nth +NF )) (17)

NF = Nth +Nfloor −Glink (18)
where Nth is thermal noise (-174 dBm), Nfloor is the link noise floor and NF is the noise
figure of the link. The value obtained is around 90 dB·Hz2/3.
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Figure 26: Fundamental power (blue) vs third order distorsion (black) to calculate
SFDR.

4 Digital characterization
With the objective of assessing the performance to be achieved by the photonic trans-

mitter, simulations are performed using VPIphotonics software, which is a widely known
software to design and simulate optical systems.

The VPI schematic is similar to Figure 12 but only with two FBGs and one Mach-
Zehnder (standard modulation) modulating four electrical channels onto the optical signal
(the result can be seen on Figure 27). It is important to note that, even though the optical
comb is generated with two cascaded PM at the lab, here a standard MZM is used since
real PMs are not included in VPIphotonics design suite.

In optical communications, one of the most important figures of merit that characterizes
an advanced data transmission is EVM, which stands for error vector magnitude. It
basically measures the distance of the received symbols from its ideal position [50][51].

EVMRMS =
1
N

∑N
n=1 |Sn − S0,n|2

1
N

∑N
n=1 |S0,n|2

(19)

where N is the number of unique symbols in the constellation, S0,n is the ideal normalized
constellation point of the nth symbol and Sn is the normalized nth symbol in the stream
of measured symbols.

Ideal environment yields a 0% EVM and, when real parameters are introduced (noise,
non-linearities, etc.), it degrades significantly. The goal here is to find out which are the
main parameters that corrupt data transmission and delimit them for future practical
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Figure 27: Spectrum of the electrical signal after photodetection simulation with
Pin=13dBm.

work. All the following Figures are extracted using (parameters under study may vary)
the following considerations: channel 2 evaluation, Table 3 parameters of Appendix A, 2
Gbps data rate, QPSK modulation, four electrical channels (3, 7, 11 and 15 GHz) and
channel spacing equal to 4 GHz.

4.1 Parameters variation
In view of Figure 28 it is clearly observed that input laser power is a critical parameter

regarding EVM performance. It is due to the importance of the harmonic level for the
generation of the G-band signal. Furthermore, a saturation with high powers is seen
because of, as explained in [50], EVM is related to SNR and around 22 dBm more input
power causes to augment both signal and noise. With that being said and knowing the
limitations of maximum input power of system devices, 13-16 dBm as input power seems
to be reasonable tradeoff.
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Figure 28: EVM versus laser input power for channel 2.
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Figure 29: EVM versus SMF-28 Corning standard single mode fiber length.

As observed in Figure 29, fiber length before photodetection is a critical parameter
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that must be taken into account since it can destroy the capabilities of the link.
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Figure 30: EVM versus number of channels transmitted for channel 2.

In Figure 30 a relationship between EVM and number of channels transmitted is es-
tablished. Here it is clear that crosstalk from other channels affects the performance so
the more channels you transmit, the more crosstalk is induced. Current conditions lead
to transmit four or five channels but this is extremely related to data rate and spacing
(next parameters to be discussed) so depending on requirements different options would
be correct.
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Figure 31: EVM versus four channels spacing for channel 2.

Regarding channel spacing, Figure 31 focuses on it. With a data rate of 2 Gbps it is
easy to say that at least 1.5 GHz of guard band is needed, recommending 2 GHz. As
expected and discussed in relation to Figure 30, the number of channels and data rate
play a role in determining the correct channels spacing.
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Figure 32: EVM versus bit rate for channel 2.
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Finally, a relation between data rate and EVM is depicted in Figure 32. As expected,
higher data rates broaden the channel spectrum, requiring larger channel spacing to keep
crosstalk and EVM constant.

4.2 Discussion
In light of the previous graphs, on the one hand, one of the parameters that affect

more EVM is the laser input power, which translates into better level of harmonics +/-6.
In fact, not only the laser limits this but the modulation index applied to generate the
comb, that is to say, having higher power signal at the harmonics improves the quality
of the data transmission since better CNR is achieved. The following lines shed light on
this issue.

Firstly, rising the optical power by means of more laser input power can be a mid-
term improvement, but all the devices have a maximum that can handle and better lasers
are more expensive, so when designing the system this has to be taken into account.
Secondly, getting more modulation index with more RF power it is definitely not easy since
standard amplifiers typically sature at the required output power (25 dBm at 25GHz).
PM modulators cannot be fed with much more and cascade another PM raises the price of
the system. Some more complex setups have been proposed [52] and [53] to achieve flatter
and broader optical combs. Knowing that the current work is a proof-of-concept, this is
momentarily dismissed but is going to be a main topic in future work. Thirdly, state-of-
the-art UTC-PDs cannot give more than -10 dBm so more efficient sub-THz photodiodes
need to be developed.

On the other hand, a trade off between channels spacing, number of channels transmit-
ted and data rate needs to be settled. Transmitting more channels means more crosstalk
so more spacing will be needed (occupying more spectrum consequently) with appropriate
data rate.

Finally, an important relationship between fiber length and EVM is denoted. Due to
operation in the G-band direct radio-over-fiber transmission is not straightforward and
this effect is attributed to phase-to-intensity noise conversion. Thus, although no carrier
suppression is induced in the system thanks to beatings of sidebands with carrier signal
are out of G-band, dispersion shifted fibers should be used to allow remote delivery of
G-band signals across long distances. The relative delay is calculated as

τ0 = DL∆λ (20)

where D is chromatic dispersion parameter, L is the total optical fiber length and ∆λ is
the separation between tones [54]. Knowing that SMF-28 dispersion is 17 ps

nmkm
in third

window and optical tones are separated 2.4 nm away, equation 20 can be written as

τ0 = 40.8L
[ ps

km

]
(21)

The deterioration of the constellation can be observed in Figure 33 as an intensity noise
induced by this time delay. Particularly, this effect seems to be more deleterious than the
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one observed in other optical heterodyne systems and the reason behind this is that the
G-band signal is generated through the beating of two optical comb lines separated 2.4
nm (300 GHz), converting it into a singularity of the system proposed. In [54], similar
to what is described in [45], an alternative to reduce the impact of the time delay is to
pre-compensate with a tunable optical delay and will be implemented when practical data
transmission is carried out.
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Figure 33: Left: QPSK constellation after 1km SMF-28 Corning (EVM ≈ 9%). Right:
QPSK constellation after 5km SMF-28 Corning (EVM ≈ 18%).

5 Conclusions
In this Master Thesis an optical-assisted generation system of G-band signals has been

characterized both theoretically and experimentally. Once the setup is decided, analog
and digital results are presented where the capabilities and limits of the proposal are
assessed:

1. A laser between 13-16 dBm output power is ideal to get maximum benefit without
impairing other devices or waste energy. Furthermore, and RF power of 25 dBm
is used to generate the optical comb, being this value the maximum that the RF
amplifier at the lab can get. One important topic in the future will be how to
generate higher optical tones away from the center wavelength without using more
RF or optical power, inasmuch as impacts directly to the performance of the whole
system.

2. Phase noise degradation is generated by beating of optical tones that go through
different optical paths and harmonics beating. The first is corrected adding 2 meters
of fiber.

3. A CNR of around 30 dB is expected using the DP-MZM described in Table 3 in
Appendix A. Practical data transmission will be carried out in future work.
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4. Because of high frequency generation, effects of fiber length must be taken into
account, since degrade the transmission severely. 1km yields around 9% of EVM
and 5km yields 18%. Similar to fiber compensation, a tunable optical delay line will
be used to soften this impairment.

5. In software simulation, four channels at frequencies 3, 7, 11 and 15 GHz are trans-
mitted with 2Gbps data rate and QPSK modulation. Up to five channels can be
transmitted without significant degradation if at least 1.5 GHz spacing between
them is guaranteed, that is to say, depending on the requirements of data transmis-
sion, a trade-off between number of channels, data rate and spacing needs to be set
in order to ensure proper operation.
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A Component parameters

Device Parameter Value

Laser
RIN -145 dB/Hz

Wavelength 1550 nm
Input power 13 dB

EDFA 1
Noise figure 10 dB @ 0 dBm input

Gain 30 dB @ 0 dBm input
Optical bandwidth 30 nm

EDFA 2
Noise figure 5.5 dB @ -3dBm input

Gain 30 dB @ -30 dBm input
Optical bandwidth 35 nm

PM IL 3 dB
Vπ 3.1 V @ 1 GHz

FBG Bandwidth 0.2 nm
IL 0.4 dB

Reflectivity 90%

DP-MZM IL 4.8 dB
Vπ 4.81 V @ 1 GHz

UTC

R 0.26 A/W
Electrical bandwidth 2.5 GHz

ZL 50 Ω
Dark current 40 nA
Temperature 300K

Table 3: Parameters of the system devices.
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