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Entre 'abandonament i les empentes resilients
a les muntanyes territorials d'Orobie (Bérgam)

Resum: Aquest article forma part d'un projecte d’investigacié6 més ampli, I'objectiu de la
qual és explorar métodes i estratégies multiescalars (des de l'escala territorial a I'edilicia)
i enfocaments multidisciplinaris per a recuperar arees infrautilitzades a les muntanyes del
nord d’ltalia. Durant decades, aquests territoris han patit una alta incidéncia de fendmens
d’aband6 a causa de la seua proximitat a les arees metropolitanes, la qual cosa ha
provocat la pérdua de cures i un augment de la fragilitat territorial. No obstant aixo, sén
rics en significats culturals que s’expressen en l'estreta relacié entre paisatges naturals
i antropogeografies. En aquest marc, el valor identitari és un element essencial per a
la proteccid i la cura dels mateixos territoris i com a eina de planificacié per a establir
la resiliéncia d’aquests. Aquest treball pretén centrar-se en la zona de les Terres Altes
de Bérgam, que son llocs complexos en estar ben a prop del centre urba de Mila, perd
que son zones considerades marginals en termes de ldgica més amplia. De fet, en els
ultims anys, el massis Orobic ha sigut un dels principals objectes d’explotacié industrial
i turistica (anys 60-80), abans de patir fenomens d’abandd que han obligat i continuen
espentant a aquestes zones a una important reconsideracié. En aquesta direccio, I'article
assenyala quins son els punts més critics a tindre en compte per al renaixement d’aquestes
muntanyes oblidades.

Paraules clau: Territoris fragils; arees interiors; muntanyes marginades; Orobie; Bérgam

Between abandonment and resilient thrusts in the territorial
mountains of Orobie (Bergamo)

Abstract: This paper is part of a broader research
project, which aims to explore multi-scale methods
and strategies (from territorial to building scale) and
multidisciplinary approaches to recover underused
areas in the mountains of Northern Italy. For
decades, these territories have suffered from high
incidences of abandonment phenomena due to
their proximity to metropolitan areas, leading to
loss of care and an increase in territorial fragility.
Nevertheless, they are rich in cultural meaning
expressed in the close relationship between natural
and anthropogeographical landscapes. In this
framework, identity value is an essential element for
the protection and care of the territories themselves
and as a planning tool to establish the resilience of

these territories. This paper aims to focus on the area
of the Highlands of Bergamo, which are complex
places since they are almost close to the urban
center of Milan, but are areas considered marginal
in terms of wider logic. In fact, in the past years, the
Orobic massif has been one of the main objects of
industrial and tourist exploitation (the 1960s-80s),
before suffering from abandonment phenomena that
have forced and continue to push these areas to the
point of major reconsideration. In this direction, the
paper points out which are the most critical points to
consider for the rebirth of these neglected mountains.

Keywords: Fragile territories; inner
marginalized mountains; Orobie; Bergamo
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Entre el abandono y los empujes resilientes en las montanas
territoriales de Orobie (Bérgamo)

Resumen: Este articulo forma parte de un
proyecto de investigacion mas amplio, cuyo
objetivo es explorar métodos y estrategias
multiescalares (desde la escala territorial a
la edilicia) y enfoques multidisciplinares para
recuperar areas infrautilizadas en las montafas del
norte de ltalia. Durante décadas, estos territorios
han sufrido una alta incidencia de fenémenos de
abandono debido a su proximidad a las areas
metropolitanas, lo que ha provocado la pérdida de
cuidados y un aumento de la fragilidad territorial.
Sin embargo, son ricos en significados culturales
que se expresan en la estrecha relacion entre
paisajes naturales y antropogeogréaficos. En este
marco, el valor identitario es un elemento esencial
para la protecciéon y el cuidado de los propios
territorios y como herramienta de planificaciéon para

establecer la resiliencia de los mismos. Este trabajo
pretende centrarse en la zona de las Tierras Altas
de Bérgamo, que son lugares complejos al estar
relativamente cerca del centro urbano de Milan,
pero que son zonas consideradas marginales en
términos de I6gica mas amplia. De hecho, en los
ultimos afos, el macizo Or6 bico ha sido uno de
los principales objetos de explotacién industrial y
turistica (afios 60-80), antes de sufrir fenémenos de
abandono que han obligado y siguen empujando
a estas zonas a una importante reconsideracion.
En esta direccién, el articulo sefiala cuales son
los puntos mas criticos a tener en cuenta para el
renacimiento de estas montafas olvidadas.

Palabras clave: Territorios fréagiles; areas
interiores; montafias marginadas; Orobie; Bérgamo

Entre l'abandon et les traces résilientes aux montagnes
territoriales d'Orobie (Bergame)

Résumé : Cet article fait partie dun projet de
recherche plus large, dont I'objectif est d’explorer des
méthodes et des stratégies multiscalaires (depuis
'échelle territoriale jusquau batiment), ainsi que
des approches multidisciplinaires afin de récupérer
des zones sous-utilisées aux montagnes du nord
de ['ltalie. Pendant des décennies, ces territoires
ont souffert une forte incidence de phénoménes
d'abandon a cause de leur proximité aux zones
métropolitaines, ce qui a entrainé la perte de soins
et une augmentation de leur fragilité territoriale.
Cependant, ils sont riches en signifiés culturels qui
s'expriment dans le rapport étroit entre paysages
naturels et anthropogedgraphies. Dans ce contexte,
la valeur identitaire est un élément essentiel pour la
protection et le soin de ces territoires, ainsi qu’un outil

de planification pour établir leur résilience. Ce travail
cherche a se concentrer sur la zone des Hautes
Terres de Bergame, des endroits complexes étant
donnée leur proximité du centre urbain de Milan :
des zones considérées marginales en termes de
logique plus large. En fait, pendant les derniéres
années, le massif Oropic a été un des principaux
objets d’exploitation industrielle et touristique (années
60-80), avant de subir des phénomenes d’abandon
obligeant encore aujourd’hui ces zones a une
reconsidération importante. Dans ce sens, cet article
signale les points les plus critiques a considérer pour
la renaissance de ces montagnes oubliées.

Mots-clés : Territoires fragiles ; zones intérieures ;
montagnes marginalisées ; Orobie ; Bergame
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Proleg: les zones interiors de muntanya, un recurs per a ltalia

Una part important del territori italia es caracteritza per una organitzacié espacial basada
en “centres secundaris,” sovint xicotets, que en molts casos poden garantir als residents
un accés limitat als serveis essencials. A ltalia, aquestes zones es denominen “Aree
Interne” (Arees Interiors), que pertanyen a municipis classificats com a “Intermedis,”
“Periferics” i “Ultraperiférics,” segons la seua distancia als grans centres. La major part
de la superficie de les “Zones Interiors” és muntanyenca (1.874 municipis, el 48,9% del
total). Principalment, es troben en l'arc alpi, als Apenins tosca-emilians i en algunes
zones muntanyenques centrals de Sicilia i Sardenya.

Les muntanyes exerceixen un paper estrategic per a la sostenibilitat futura del territori
italia, ja que acullen una gran part de la biodiversitat (el 50% dels punts calents de
biodiversitat). No obstant aixd, les terres altes s’enfronten a continues amenaces
mediambientals derivades de la destruccié dels habitats naturals i la pérdua de les
espécies animals més vulnerables, agreujades per la crisi climatica. La biodiversitat és
essencial per a garantir la coexisténcia dels assentaments humans i la natura, ja que
contribueix a assegurar la continuitat dels serveis dels ecosistemes, aconseguint aixi la
sostenibilitat tant dels territoris de muntanya de I'interior com dels que tenen un intens
desenvolupament urba i metropolita. Les iniciatives i programes de la Comunitat Europea
cap a l'objectiu de conservar i regenerar la biodiversitat estan sent impulsades per
I'expansié dels processos d'urbanitzacié a escala global. Aquestes zones es consideren
marginals respecte a una légica més amplia.

Segons Zanon,' les regions alpines han sigut sempre el centre dels processos de
desenvolupament i els focus de creixement econdmic, malgrat la seua condicié marginal.
En l'actualitat, alguns territoris de muntanya son el centre d’activitats d’avantguarda i de
processos de creixement virtuosos, aixi com d’iniciatives i empreses innovadores que
competeixen en els mercats a escala europea i mundial.? I, no obstant aix0, observant el
territori de muntanya italia contemporani, és impossible no reconéixer la fragmentacio, la
discontinuitat econdmica i la varietat de problemes que també es veuen agreujats per la

Foreword: inner mountain areas, a
resource for Italy

A significant part of the lItalian territory is
characterized by a spatial organization based on
“secondary centers,” often small, which in many
cases can guarantee residents limited access to
essential services. In Italy, these areas are stated
as ‘Aree Interne’ (Inner Areas) which belongs to
municipalities that are classified as ‘Intermediate,’
‘Peripheral,” and ‘Ultraperipheral,” according to
their distance from major centers. Most of the
surface of the ‘Inner Areas’ is mountainous (1,874
municipalities, or 48.9% of the total). Mainly,
located in the Alpine arc, in the Tuscan-Emilian
Apennines, and some central mountainous areas
of Sicily and Sardinia.

Mountains play a strategic role for the future
sustainability of the Iltalian territory as they
enclose a large part of biodiversity (50% of the
biodiversity hotspots). However, the highlands

face ongoing environmental threats from natural
habitat destruction and loss of the most vulnerable
animal species, exacerbated by the climate
crisis. Biodiversity is essential to guarantee the
coexistence of human settlements and nature,
as it contributes to ensuring the continuity
of ecosystem services thereby achieving the
sustainability of both inland mountain territories
and those with intense urban and metropolitan
developments. The European Community’s
initiatives and programs towards the objective
of conserving and regenerating biodiversity are
being driven by the expansion of urbanization
processes on a global scale. The areas are
considered marginal with respect to broader logic.

According with Zanon,' the Alpine regions have
always been the focus of development processes
and centers of economic growth, despite their
marginal status. Currently, there are some
mountain territories at the center of avant-garde
activities and virtuous growth processes, as well
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forta concentraci6 de recursos i inversions en alguns territoris especifics, com les zones
transfrontereres (Alta Valtellina) o els territoris en els quals s’han establit politiques de
desenvolupament gracies a les provincies amb estatut d’autonomia (Trentino-Alt Adigio),
o fins i tot les zones en les quals els esports d’hivern han privilegiat una expansié a
causa de la monoeconomia, garantint un nivell d’evolucié evident durant anys.® D’altra
banda, algunes regions han quedat al marge de les politiques de desenvolupament per
diferents motius (escas atractiu turistic, falta de connexions, etc.), patint processos de
declivi economic i abandé (figura 1). No obstant aixd, es poden trobar potencialitats
ocultes, valors patrimonials i paisatgistics on els fenomens de despoblament sén més
evidents.

El fenomen de la fragilitat en els territoris de muntanya

Les zones de muntanya es caracteritzen per una fragilitat deguda a diversos factors,
causats, d’'una banda, per les seues caracteristiques morfologiques i, per un altre, per
un conjunt de febleses socioeconomiques, a les quals s’afigen criticitats demografiques
especifiques, com I'envelliment de la poblacio, la perdua de capital social, la “fugida de
cervells”.*

Figura 1. Poblaci6 en les ecorregions d’ltalia en
'ambit de secci6 a 1 de gener de I'any 2019. Valors
en %. (Elaboracié grafica dels autors, font: https:/
www.istat.it/it/files//2020/12/C01.pdf)

Figure 1. Population in the Ecoregions of Italy at section level
on 1 January Year 2019. % values. (Graphic elaboration by
authors, source: https://www.istat.it/it/files//2020/12/C01.pdf)

as innovative initiatives and enterprises that lack of connections, etc.), undergoing economic

compete in markets on a European and global
scale.?2 And yet, looking at the contemporary
Italian mountain territory, it is impossible not
to recognize the fragmentation, the economic
discontinuity, and the variety of problems that
are also exacerbated by the strong concentration
of resources and investments in some specific
territories, such as cross-border areas (Alta
Valtellina) or territories where development
policies have been established thanks to the
provinces with autonomous statutes (Trentino-Alto
Adige), or even areas where winter sports have
privileged an expansion due to the mono-economy,
guaranteeing an evident level of evolution for
years.® On the other hand, some regions have
left on the sidelines of development policies
for different reasons (low tourist attractiveness,

decline and abandonment processes (figure 1).
However, hidden potentialities, heritage, and
landscape-environmental values can be found
where depopulation phenomena are more evident.

The phenomenon of fragility in mountain
territories

Mountain areas are characterized by a fragility
due to several factors, caused, on the one hand,
by their morphological characteristics, and,
on the other hand, by a set of socio-economic
weaknesses, to which are added specific
demographic criticalities, such as the aging of the
population, the loss of social capital, the “brain
drain”.*
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Els canvis socioeconomics des dels anys 30 han agreujat el despoblament de part dels
Alps® que es realitzava des de finals del segle XIX. Els canvis en els models economic-
productius han provocat un abandé de les practiques tradicionals consolidades tipiques
dels territoris de muntanya: la Secretaria Permanent del Conveni dels Alps (2018)
registra que en el sector agro-silvo-pastoral alpi han desaparegut moltes explotacions
en els ultims trenta anys (de 570.000 en 1980 a només 260.000 en 2010). El fenomen
de I'abandé constant dels agricultors es deu a les dificultats econdmiques per a dur
a terme les seues activitats, especialment si s6n empreses familiars.® EI consegient
abandonament de la terra i de les practiques agricoles, factors fonamentals de la cura de
la terra, contribueix a una major marginacioé dels territoris de muntanya,’ i representa un
important desavantatge politic, social i economica. A aixd ha contribuit també la creixent
antropitzacié de les altures, que s’han transformat progressivament i profundament de
territoris de pas de muntanya en territoris fortament antropitzats. Aixd ja va ocorrer
en part per la domesticacié per a I'Us productiu estacional (pastures de muntanya) en
I'antiguitat, perd des de principis del segle XX s’ha produit un canvi cap a fins recreatius,
d’oci i esportius (figura 2).

La polaritzacié espacial també exerceix un paper essencial en la fragmentacié del
territori: els pols de muntanya experimenten un fort creixement, tant demografic com
economic, que, en estar més poblats, solen condensar els serveis, el comerg i 'ocupacio,
atraient fluxos de poblacié local que es desplacen des de les zones veines.® A llarg
termini, aquestes tendéncies poden afectar negativament el manteniment del paisatge
tradicional i a la conservacié dels recursos locals. Poden conduir a un augment dels
riscos ambientals i hidrogeologics, també en relacié amb els efectes del canvi climatic.

La dada antropologica sorgeix com un element intrinsec de les muntanyes, la diversitat
ontologica de les quals, caracteritzada per la varietat i riquesa del seu patrimoni ecoldgic
i cultural, representa i presenta un gran potencial per a I'habitabilitat d’aquests territoris.

The socio-economic changes since the 1930s
have exacerbated the depopulation of part of the
Alps® that had been going on since the end of the
19th century. Changes in economic-productive
models have led to an abandonment of traditional
consolidated practices typical of mountain
territories: the Permanent Secretariat of the Alpine
Convention (2018) records that in the Alpine agro-
sylvo-pastoral sector, many farms have disappeared
in the last thirty years (from 570,000 in 1980 to only
260,000 in 2010). The phenomenon of farmers’
constant abandonment is due to the economic
difficulties in carrying out their activities, especially
if they are family-run business.® The consequent
abandonment of the land and agricultural practices,
fundamental factors of land care, contributes to
the further marginalization of mountain territories,’
and represents a significant political, social,
and economic disadvantage. The increasing
anthropization of the high altitudes has also
contributed to this, as they have been progressively
and profoundly transformed from mountain pass
territories into heavily anthropized territories. This
already occurred partly through domestication for

productive seasonal use (mountain pastures) in
ancient times, but since the early 20th century there
has been a shift towards recreational, leisure and
sporting purposes (figure 2).

Spatial polarization also plays an essential role in
the fragmentation of the territory: mountain poles
are experiencing strong growth, both demographic
and economical, which, being more populated,
often condense services, trade, and employment,
attracting flows of the local population moving
from neighboring areas.® In the long term, these
trends may negatively affect the maintenance of
the traditional landscape and the preservation of
local resources. They may lead to an increase in
environmental and hydrogeological risks, also in
connection with the effects of climate change.

The anthropological datum emerges as an intrinsic
element of the mountains, whose ontological
diversity, characterized by the variety and richness
of their ecological and cultural heritage, represents,
and presents a great potential for the habitation of
these territories.
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Figura 2. Roncegno, Valsugana (TN): modificacié del paisatge de vessant al llarg de 40 anys. A partir de
I'analisi comparativa de les ortofotos al llarg de la seqliéncia d’anys, és possible observar com el paisatge
s’ha anat reforestant lentament, perdent I'espai dedicat al pasturatge i a les activitats agricoles. Aquest
fenomen posa de manifest la pérdua de cura del paisatge antropogeografic i els seus caracters (© A.
Tognon i M. Bovati, 2022)

Figure 2. Roncegno, Valsugana (TN): modification of the slope landscape through 40 years. From the orthophotos’ comparative
analysis across the sequence of years, it is possible to observe how the landscape has slowly reforested, losing the space
dedicated to grazing and agricultural activities. This phenomenon highlights the loss of care for the anthropogeographic
landscape and its characters (©A. Tognon and M. Bovati, 2022)

Partint d'aquesta premissa, els caserius de muntanya, considerats tant com agregacions
d’edificis com artefactes aillats, apéndixs en els vessants o en els alts cims dels pobles
de baix, continuen constituint nuclis potencialment atractius. Aixd és aixi quan se superen
les actituds culturals que els han oblidats durant molt de temps en els programes de
desenvolupament o els han reduits a mers objectes d'oci, sent només residéncies
temporals per a la poblacié urbana.

La crisi de les zones de linterior afona les seues arrels en la segona meitat del segle
XX: les politiques estatals posteriors a la unificacié van tancar les terres de muntanya
al progrés, expulsant als grups rurals de la gestié autdonoma dels recursos, afectant la
diversitat de les activitats econdomiques de la muntanya i provocant una pobresa social
generalitzada.®

En vespres de la Primera Guerra Mundial, les elits urbanes governants no eren
conscients de la creixent penuria socioeconomica i la degradacié mediambiental de les
zones de muntanya, on, a mesura que augmentava la poblacié, s’intentava respondre
a l'escassetat de mitjans cultivant, amb extrema pendaria, fins i tot terres en pendent no
aptes per al cultiu. La urgéncia de la qliesti6 només es va posar de manifest quan els
“muntanyesos”, esgotats per la pobresa, van emigrar a la ciutat.

Based on this premise, mountain hamlets, management of resources, affecting the diversity

“Between abandonment and resilient thrusts in the territorial mountains of Orobie

d'Arquitectura i Societat research journal, no. 2

Alisia Tognon and Marco Bovati.

considered both as aggregations of buildings and as
isolated artifacts, appendages on the slopes or high
peaks of the villages below, still constitute potentially
attractive nuclei. This is when one can overcome
cultural attitudes that have long forgotten them in
development programs or reduced them to mere
object of leisure, being only temporary residences for
the urban population.

The crisis of the inland areas has its roots way
back in the second half of the 20th Century: post-
unification state policies closed mountain lands to
progress, ousting rural groups from the autonomous

of mountain economic activities, and leading to
widespread social poverty.®

On the eve of the First World War, the ruling
urban elites were unaware of the increasing socio-
economic hardship and environmental degradation
of mountain areas where, as the population
increased, they attempted to respond to the scarcity
of means by cultivating, with extreme hardship, even
sloping land unsuitable for cultivation. The urgency
of the issue only became apparent when the
“mountain people,” exhausted by poverty, emigrated
to the city."



92

No obstant aix0, els problemes ja eren evidents durant els anys del régim feixista, com posen
de manifest les recomanacions del president del Club Alpi ltalia (1926), aixi com linterés
del Comitato Nazionale per la Geografia (Comite Nacional de Geografia), del Consiglio
Nazionale delle Ricerche (Consell Nacional d’Investigacié) que va llangar una monumental
investigacié titulada ‘Lo spopolamento montano in ltalia’ (El despoblament de les muntanyes
a ltalia). En aquesta investigacié van participar I'lstituto Nazionale di Economia Agraria
(Institut Nacional d’Economia Agraria), el Comando della Milizia Forestale (Comandament de
la Milicia Forestal), el Touring Club, el CAl (Club Alpi ltalia) i el Segretariato per la Montagna
(Secretaria de la Muntanya). L'estudi va investigar 'economia i el despoblament de les
muntanyes italianes en general. La imatge que va sorgir va ser una decadéncia creixent,
tant en la silvicultura i la ramaderia com en el nivell de vida dels habitants i els rendiments
agricoles."

Amb el “miracle economic” de la Il Postguerra i els primers anys de la decada de 1970,
ltalia va posar en relleu la fragilitat i el desequilibri entre el nord i el sud, les planes i les
muntanyes, estenent-los a tot el territori nacional.'? El formidable i rapid desenvolupament
economic que va experimentar ltalia durant un quart de segle' s’havia produit sense tindre
en compte el substrat de la societat tradicional i el mén llaurador.' Com va assenyalar Manlio
Rossi-Doria en la seua analisi d'una década, ltalia estava dividida entre I' “0s” (el 88% de les
zones de muntanya i pujols) i la “polpa” (el 12% de les zones costaneres): 'aband6 es va
convertir en un resultat obligatori per a la gran majoria d’aquestes zones, sobretot a la llum
d’'una perspectiva de desenvolupament amb tendéncia a sostenir només una part del territori
nacional.'s

Durant aquesta temporada, Italia va invertir per una fragmentacio polaritzada de centres: les
ciutats creixents del Nord productiu, amb serveis, empreses i infraestructures, i les zones
rurals cada vegada més marginades i aillades.'®

El creixent debat parlamentari que, a la fi dels anys seixanta, va conduir a la creacié de les
Comunita Montane (Comunitats de Muntanya, Llei nim. 1102 de 3 de desembre de 1971),

However, the problems were already evident during
the years of the fascist regime, as highlighted on
the recommendations of the Club Alpino ltalian’
president (ltalian Alpine Club, 1926), as well as the
interest of the Comitato Nazionale per la Geografia
(National Committee for Geography), of the Consiglio
Nazionale delle Ricerche (National Research
Council) who launched a monumental investigation
titted ‘Lo spopolamento montano in ltalia® (Mountain
Depopulation in ltaly). This research involved the
Istituto Nazionale di Economia Agraria (National
Institute of Agrarian Economy), the Comando della
Milizia Forestale (Forestry Militia Command), the
Touring Club, the CAIl (Club Alpino lItaliano) and the
Segretariato per la Montagna (Mountain Secretariat).
The study investigated the economy and depopulation
of the overall Italian mountains. The emerged image
was an increasing decadence, both in forestry and
animal husbandry, as well as in the inhabitants’
standard of living and agricultural yields."

With the “economic miracle” of the Il Post War and
the early 1970s, ltaly emphasized the fragility and
imbalance between north and south, plains and

mountains, extending them to the entire national
territory.”> The formidable and rapid economic
development that Italy experienced over a quarter
of a century' had occurred without considering the
substratum of traditional society and the peasant
world." As Manlio Rossi-Doria pointed out in his
decade-long analysis, Italy was divided between
the ‘bone’ (88% of mountain and hill areas) and the
‘pulp’ (12% of coastal areas): abandonment became
an obligatory outcome for the vast majority of these
areas, particularly in the light of a development
perspective with the tendency to support only part of
the national territory.'®

During this season, ltaly invested by a polarized
fragmentation of centers: the growing cities of the
productive North, with services, businesses, and
infrastructure, and the increasingly marginalized and
isolated rural areas.'®

The growing parliamentary debate that, at the
end of the 1960s, led to establish the Comunita
Montane (Mountain Communities, Law No. 1102 of 3
December 1971), was a consequence of the tangible
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va ser una consequéncia de les condicions tangibles de subdesenvolupament i empobriment
multifacetic de les realitats muntanyeses. Va ser un primer intent de donar la volta a I'habitual
i desgastada logica assistencialista, promovent la idea d'un territori que es convertira en
un lloc de desenvolupament possible dins d’'un programa nacional destinat a reduir els
desequilibris.” Durant els anys 70 i 80, es van comengar a desenvolupar investigacions
i projectes destinats a la revitalitzacié economica dels recursos potencials, mitjangant
intervencions dissenyades en contextos locals. En aquests anys, els objectius eren reduir les
disparitats economiques i territorials. Ja en 1979, hi havia territoris identificats com a zones
d’alta marginaci6 i amb poca participacio en els processos de desenvolupament.'®

No obstant aix0, encara hui és evident que les politiques aplicades en els Ultims anys no
sempre han respost adequadament als intents de reequilibri cap a les zones més fragils,
destacant generalment un desequilibri en la distribuci6 dels serveis de ciutadania.

En conclusid, la pregunta fonamental que subjau a la discussio és la seglent: quin és el futur
possible per a aquests territoris, que presenten dos elements recurrents: la marginalitat fisica
i connectiva (a la qual s’han vist abocats al llarg dels anys) i 'abandd (estable o estacional)
que persisteix en diferents graus i amb diferents resultats?

El context territorial de Bergam Orobie

El context territorial objecte d’'estudi és el Massis d’Orobie, que inclou una part del Gran
Sector dels Alps sud-orientals, la cresta dels Alps Orobianos entre el Pizzo Tre Signori (oest)
i la Muntanya Venerocolo (est). En particular, I'estudi se centra en la seccié bergamasca dels
Alps Orobianos, situada al nord de Bérgam?® i que actua com a frontissa entre la vall del Po
i la regié muntanyenca del nord d’ltalia.

Els limits geografics d'aquesta porcié territorial estan limitats al sud per la ciutat -a la qual
estan units les dues principals valls prealpins-, al nord per Valtellina (provincia de Sondrio),
a l'oest per Valsassina (provincia de Com) i a I'est per Valcamonica (provincia de Brescia).
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conditions of underdevelopment and multifaceted
impoverishment of mountain realities. It was an initial
attempt to overturn the usual and worn-out welfarist
logic, promoting the idea of a territory that became
a place of possible development within a national
program aimed at reducing imbalances.” During
the 70s and 80s, research and projects, aimed at
the economic revitalization of potential resources,
began to develop through interventions designed in
local contexts. In these years, the objectives were to
reduce economic and territorial disparities. Already
in 1979, there were territories identified as areas of
high marginalization and with little involvement in
development processes.'®

Yet even today, it is evident that the policies
implemented in recent years have not always
responded adequately to the attempts to rebalance
towards the most fragile areas, generally highlighting
an imbalance in the distribution of citizenship services.

In conclusion, the fundamental question underlying
the discussion is the following: what is the possible
future for these territories, which present two recurring

elements: physical and connective marginality (to
which they have been brought over the years) and
abandonment (stable or seasonal) that persists to
different degrees and with different outcomes?

The territorial context of Bergamo Orobie

The territorial context under study is the Orobie
Massif, which includes part of the Great Sector of the
south-eastern Alps, the Orobian Alps ridge between
Pizzo Tre Signori (west) and Monte Venerocolo (east).
In particular, the study focuses on the Bergamo
section of the Orobian Alps,'® which is located north
of Bergamo® and acts as a hinge between the Po
Valley and the mountainous region to the north of
ltaly.

The geographical boundaries of this territorial portion
are limited to the south by the city - to which the two
main pre-Alpine valleys are connected - to the north
by Valtellina (province of Sondrio), to the west by
Valsassina (province of Como) and to the east by
Valcamonica (province of Brescia).
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El sistema orografic consta de dues valls principals que discorren en direccié nord-sud: la Vall
Brembana a l'oest, la Vall Seriana a l'est, i una tercera vall, la Vall di Scalve, que discorre en
direccio oest-est. Les crestes d’aquestes valls s’articulen en nombroses valls secundaries que
compliquen la xarxa territorial. La forma orografica en forma de “O,” tipica d’aquests trams de
vall, amb fortes pendents, poderosos contraforts i fons de vall arredonits, es deu a la glaciacié
del Plistocé, fa 20 milions d’anys, durant l'orogénesis alpina del Miocé. Histdricament, els forts
pendents a gran altura han dificultat la creacié de bons passos. Aquest és un dels factors que
pot haver causat un cert aillament, distingint les valls bergamasques al llarg del temps.

Les caracteristiques orografiques defineixen el desenvolupament historic d’aquestes valls.?!
En particular, el Vall Seriana i el Vall Brembana es troben a la part nord de Bérgam, i les
ramificacions de la ciutat, avui, es troben a les dues valls. Encara que els primers pobles de
la vall segueixen l'un darrere l'altre sense interrupcio, la imatge resultant és la d'una ciutat
—Bérgam— que s’aixeca cap amunt en una alineaci6 nord-sud, segons el model “Metro-
montano”.?

La seua identificaci6 es troba en la peculiaritat que els distingeix, tot i que cauen dins d’'un
sol territori. La Vall Seriana superior esta dotada de valuoses fabriques historiques que ja
no s'utilitzen per a la produccio, que en el passat caracteritzaven el desenvolupament de la
fabricacio i definien el context mediambiental i paisatgistic actual. Mentre que la vall superior de
Brembana mostra una forta tendéncia de despoblament a causa de I'aband6 de les activitats
rurals, ha vist alguns exemples de recuperacié en els Ultims anys. Vall de Scalve, caracteritzada
per llocs historics interessants, esta aillada dels principals centres urbans, manca de serveis i
infraestructura, i té una fragilitat social a causa del tancament de les activitats mineres.?

Vall Seriana
Per sota del riu Serio, del qual deriva el seu nom, la vall de Seriana s’estén uns 50 km,
bifurcant en dues branques després dels 30 km: la primera branca acaba al poble de

The orographic system consists of two main
valleys running in a north-south direction: the
Valle Brembana to the west, the Valle Seriana to
the east, and a third valley, the Valle di Scalve,

upwards in a north-south alignment, according to
the ‘Metro-montano’ model.?

Their identification lies in the peculiarity that

running in a west-east direction. The ridges of
these valleys articulate into numerous secondary
valleys that complexify the territorial network. The
‘U-shaped’ orographic form, typical of these valley
sections, with steep slopes, mighty buttresses,
and rounded valley bottoms, is due to Pleistocene
glaciation 20 million years ago during the Miocene
Alpine Orogenesis. Historically, steep slopes at
higher altitudes have hindered the creation of
good passes. This is one of the factors that may
have caused certain isolation, distinguishing the
Bergamo valleys over time.

The orographic features defined the historical
development of these valleys.?! In particular, the Val
Seriana and Val Brembana lie in the northern part of
Bergamo, and the city’s offshoots, today, are wedged
into the two valleys. Although the first villages in the
valley follow one after the other without interruption,
the resulting image is that of a city —-Bergamo-rising

distinguishes them, even though they fall within a
single territory. The Upper Seriana Valley is dotted
with valuable historical factories no longer used for
production purposes, which in the past characterized
manufacturing development and defined today’s
environmental and landscape context. While the
Upper Brembana Valley shows a strong depopulation
trend due to the abandonment of rural activities, it
has seen some examples of recovery in recent years.
Val di Scalve, characterized by interesting historical
sites, is isolated from the main urban centers, lacks
services and infrastructure, and has a social fragility
due to the shutting of mining activities.?

Seriana Valley

Hollowed out by the Serio River, from which it derives
its name, the Seriana Valley stretches for about fifty
kilometers, bifurcating into two branches after the
thirtieth kilometer: the first branch ends in the village
of Valbondione and Lake Barbellino; the other branch
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Valbondione i llac Barbellino; I'altra branca continua a I'altipla de Clusone per arribar a la vall
de Scalve a través del Pas de Presolana. La vall té¢ una orografia complexa, amb seccions
que varien d’estret a ample, i un esquist cristal-li i composicié de granit. S'obre aqui i alla a
causa de nombroses valls laterals a la confluéncia dels principals afluents.

Basat en l'orografia, es pot dividir en tres zones: 1. La vall inferior (de Bérgam a Albino),
caracteritzada per un ampli territori i suaus vessants, correspon a I'ample cintur6 de pedra
calcaria del Bergamo Orobie; 2. La vall mitjana (d’Albino a Casnigo), caracteritzada per un
modest relleu i una reduccio6 en les obertures del fons de la vall; 3. La vall superior (de Casnigo
a Valbondione) és salvatge® i esta caracteritzada per la preséncia de relleus muntanyosos de
la cadena Orobiana que superen els 2000 metres (figura 3a).

Habitada des del VII mil-lenni aC, la vall Seriana ha experimentat el desenvolupament amb
el temps relacionat amb l'economia del ferro, téxtils i més recentment ciment. Els seus
recursos minerals i el flux d’aigua van fer de la vall un dels centres antics més importants per
a l'extraccié i processament del ferro (segle Xlll) i, més tard, 'acer. La importancia econdomica
de la vall es testifica pel llegat d'importants elements del patrimoni historic i cultural: pistes de
mules, ferrocarrils en desus, mines, pedreres, centrals eléctriques, vil-les nobles i residéncies,
santuaris religiosos i grans complexos del segle XX vinculats al desenvolupament de la
industria i el turisme.®

El desenvolupament urba de la vall reflecteix el seu creixement econdmic. Hi va haver una
florent indUstria de la llana a I'edat mitjana, que va ser reemplacada per la industria de la
seda al segle XVII. A mitjan segle XIX i principis del segle XX, la vall va florir a causa de
l'arribada de noves iniciatives, que incloien molts fabricants, principalment afavorits per la
inversio estrangera, i gracies al desenvolupament de llocs de produccié preexistents. Es
van formar centres d’excel-léncia en la produccié de ciment, paper i textil a la vall inferior.
Aquest desenvolupament va conduir a una important infraestructura de la vall mitjangant el
tracat de carreteres i la construccié del Ferrocarril de les Valls.?6 A més, ha donat lloc a una
contraccié decisiva de I'economia agropecuaria, la qual cosa ha provocat un fort creixement
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continues in the Clusone plateau to reach the Scalve
Valley through the Presolana Pass. The valley has
a complex orography, with sections varying from
narrow to wider, and a crystalline schist and granite
composition. It opens here and there due to numerous
side valleys at the confluence of the major tributaries.

Based on orography, it can be divided into three
zones: 1. lower valley (from Bergamo to Albino),
characterized by a wide territory and gentle
hillsides, corresponds to the wide limestone belt
of the Bergamo Orobie; 2. the middle valley (from
Albino to Casnigo), characterized by modest relief
and a reduction in the valley floor openings; 3.
the upper valley (from Casnigo to Valbondione)
is cramped and wild* and characterized by the
presence of the mountainous reliefs of the Orobic
chain exceeding 2000 meters (figure 3a).

Inhabited since the VII millennium BC, the Seriana
Valley has experienced development over time
related to the economy of iron, textiles and more
recently cement. Its mineral resources and water
flow made the valley one of the most important

ancient centers for the extraction and processing
of iron (Clusone, XIll century) and, later, steel. The
economic importance of the valley is testified by
the legacy of important elements of historical and
cultural heritage: mule tracks, disused railways,
mines, quarries, power stations, noble villas and
residences, religious shrines, and large 20th-
century complexes linked to the development of
industry and tourism.

The urban development of the valley reflects its
economic growth. There was a flourishing woolen
industry in the Middle Ages, which was replaced
by the silk spinning industry in the 17th Century.
In the mid-19th Century and early 20th Century,
the valley flourished due to the advent of new
initiatives —which included many manufacturers—
primarily favored by foreign investment, and thanks
to the development of pre-existing production sites.
Centers of excellence in cement, paper, and textile
production were formed in the lower valley. This
development led to a substantial infrastructure
of the valley through the laying of roads and the
construction of the Valleys Railway.?®® Moreover, it
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de la poblaci6, una urbanitzacié generalitzada amb ciutats relativament importants i
construccions de qualitat mediocre concentrades en el fons de la vall i no en els vessants
de les muntanyes o a les valls laterals, que es van anar despoblant.

Vall Brembana

La Vall Brembana va ser representada per primera vegada en un dibuix de Leonardo da
Vinci el 1509. Aquest dibuix, uns noranta anys abans del seu temps, mostra el que podria
ser la ruta de comunicacioé entre San Giovanni Bianco, el centre de la vall mitjana, i Bergam,
del qual sempre havia estat separat per raons orografiques.

La Vall Brembana pren el seu nom del riu Brembo que s’eleva des del Pizzo dei Tre
Signori i descendeix cap a Bérgam abans de desembocar al riu Adda. A diferéncia de la
Seriana, la Brembana, que prové del poble de Villa d’Almé, presenta immediatament una
morfologia angular i estanca, formada per gorges i parets verticals, per obrir-se en la part
més alta cap al pas de Sant Marc, I'inic enllag per carretera entre la provincia de Bérgam
i Sondrio. Aqui, on el riu Brembo es divideix en dues branques, la vall presenta un aspecte
muntanyés més obert i és més interessant des del punt de vista turistic.?” Ric en valls
laterals i afluents del Brembo, que també tenen una orografia estanca (Vall Serina, Vall
Brembilla, Vall Taleggio, Vall Imagna), es caracteritza per un ambient natural molt variat,
al qual s’afegeix la preséncia de pobles tradicionals i paisatges preservats, especialment a
la part superior (figura 3b).

La vall ha estat habitada des de temps prehistorics i ha basat la seua economia en
l'agricultura, la ramaderia, les activitats pastorals,® I'explotacié forestal i el processament
de la llana; al costat d’aquestes, hi ha diverses mines de ferro, zinc i coure i, al fons de la
vall, nombroses ferreries per al seu processament.

Historicament, va patir un cert aillament a causa de la dificultat de les relacions amb la ciutat
de Bérgam. L'antiga carretera medieval anomenada Via Mercatorum, que venia del nord a

has headed to a decisive contraction of the agro-
pastoral economy, resulting in strong population
growth, widespread urbanization with relatively
important towns and mediocre quality of buildings
concentrated in the valley bottom and not along
the mountain slopes or in the side valleys, which
gradually became depopulated.

Brembana Valley

The Val Brembana was first depicted in a drawing
by Leonardo da Vinci in 1509. This drawing, about
ninety years ahead of its time, shows what may be
the communication route between San Giovanni
Bianco, the center of the middle valley, and
Bergamo, from which it had always been separated
for orographically reasons.

The Brembana Valley takes its name from the
Brembo river that rises from the Pizzo dei Tre Signori
and descends towards Bergamo before flowing
into the Adda. Unlike the Seriana, the Brembana,
which originates from the village of Villa dAImé,
immediately presents an angular and impervious

morphology, made up of gorges and vertical walls,
to open in the highest part towards the San Marco
pass, the only road link between the province of
Bergamo and Sondrio. Here, where the Brembo
river divides into two branches, the valley presents
a more open mountainous aspect and is more
interesting from a tourist point of view.?” Rich in side
valleys and tributaries of the Brembo, that also have
an impervious orography (Val Serina, Val Brembilla,
Val Taleggio, Valle Imagna), it is characterized by a
very varied natural environment, to which is added
the presence of traditional villages and preserved
landscapes, especially in the upper part (figure 3b).

The valley has been inhabited since prehistoric
times and has based its economy on agriculture,
farming, pastoral activities,? forest exploitation, and
wool processing; alongside these, there are several
iron, zinc, and copper mines and, at the valley’s
bottom, numerous forges for their processing.

Historically, it suffered from a certain isolation due
to the difficulty of relations with the city of Bergamo.
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través del pas de Sant Marco i cobria la part superior de la vall, a San Giovanni Bianco es
va desviar cap a l'est per creuar el sistema de muntanya i connectar amb Nembro, a Vall
Seriana, passant a través de Vall Serina i tallant la part inferior de Vall Brembana, que, per
tant, va romandre aillada de l'intercanvi i el comerg. Aquest aillament només es va superar
al final del segle XVI amb la construccié de la Via Priula, que, gracies a un complex sistema
de ponts conegut com a Le Chiavi della Botta (Les claus de Botta), va fer possible creuar
un penya-segat sobre el riu al poble de Botta, connectant finalment la part inferior de la vall
amb la ciutat de Bergam.

Més recentment s’ha produit un augment de la urbanitzacié a la part inferior de la vall que
ha donat lloc a un creixement de la poblacio a les terres altes.

Vall Scalve

La més petita de les tres valls que componen el territori sota investigacié esta envoltada
pel torrent Dezzo, i encara que pertany al domini de la provincia de Bérgam, és un afluent
lateral occidental de la Brescia Valle Camonica. Aquest Ultim és conegut per la preséncia
de l'antic poble neolitic dels Camuni, que va deixar nombroses inscripcions rocoses (uns
300 petroglifs en el que és el centre de roca més significatiu d’Europa); els Camuni també
estan registrats en diversos assentaments a la vall de Scalve.

El torrent Dezzo de 36 quilometres de longitud té la seua font al municipi de Schilpario
i desemboca al riu Oglio a Darfo Boario Terme. El Val di Scalve també esta solcat pel
principal afluent del Dezzo, el torrent de Gleno, que déna nom a la presa, que es va
esfondrar a causa d’un fracas estructural: I'1 de desembre de 1923, sis milions de metres
cubics d’aigua van abocar aigiies avall, escombrant diversos assentaments i matant a
unes tres-centes cinquanta persones.

Ric en pastures i boscos de pins, avets i fajos, 'economia de la vall sempre s’ha caracteritzat
per I'explotaciéo de nombroses mines de ferro (figura 3c).
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The ancient medieval road called Via Mercatorum,
which came from the north through the San Marco
pass and covered the upper part of the valley, at
San Giovanni Bianco diverted eastwards to cross
the mountain system and connect with Nembro,
in Val Seriana, passing through Val Serina and
cutting off the lower part of Val Brembana, which
thus remained isolated from trade and commerce.
This isolation was only overcome at the end of the
XVI Century with the construction of the Via Priula,
which, thanks to a complex system of bridges known
as ‘Le Chiavi della Botta’ (The keys of Botta), made
it possible to cross a sheer cliff over the river at Botta
village, finally connecting the lower part of the valley
with the city of Bergamo.

More recent times have seen an increase in
urbanization at the bottom of the valley resulting in
population growth in the highlands.

Scalve Valley
The smallest of the three valleys that make up the
territory under research is furrowed by the Dezzo

torrent, and although it falls within the domain of the
province of Bergamo, it is a western side tributary of
the Brescia Valle Camonica. The latter is known for
the presence of the ancient Neolithic people of the
Camuni, who left numerous rock inscriptions (about
300 petroglyphs in what is the most significant rock
center in Europe); the Camuni are also recorded in
several settlements in Scalve Valley.

The 36-kilometer-long Dezzo torrent has its source
in the municipality of Schilpario and flows into the
River Oglio at Darfo Boario Terme. The Val di
Scalve is also furrowed by the main tributary of the
Dezzo, the Gleno torrent, which gives its name to
the dam, which collapsed due to a structural failure:
on 1 December 1923, six million cubic meters of
water poured downstream, sweeping away several
settlements and killing about three hundred and fifty
people.

Rich in pastures, pine, fir, and beech forests, the
valley’s economy has always been characterized by
the exploitation of numerous iron mines (figure 3c).
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Figura 3. Pastures en l'Alta Vall de Seriana (a), Vall Taleggio conegut per la produccié de formatge (b),
Ruines de la presa de Gleno, esfondrada en 1923 va causar una tragédia que va colpejar la Vall di Scalve
(c). (© A. Tognon i M. Bovati, 2017-2021)

Figure 3. Pastureland in Upper Seriana Valley (a), Val Taleggio well known for the cheese production (b), Ruins of Gleno Dam,
collapsed in 1923caused a tragedy that struck the Valle di Scalve (c). (© A. Tognon and M. Bovati, 2017-2021)

El fenomen de I’'abandé a Italia i Bérgam Orobie

Comunament definit pel terme «abandonament» i pel que fa a les zones interiors, en
particular a les muntanyes d'ltalia, és un procés iniciat per la crisi agraria en la segona
meitat del segle XIX i que s’ha estat desenvolupant durant uns 150 anys i intensificant
després de la Segona Guerra Mundial.?®

Historicament consolidat i de magnitud significativa, ara es reconeix que l'impacte
d’aquest fenomen ha estat capag d“alterar les condicions socials, econdmiques i
culturals”® de tot el pais, aixi com crear desequilibris territorials profunds i significatius.

El fenomen ha estat estudiat durant gairebé un segle, comengant amb el poderés
sondeig Lo spopolamento montano in Italia (Despoblament de les muntanyes a ltalia) ja
esmentat, i revela el nombre i les causes d’'una dinamica observada des de 1881: una
poblacié envellida, una taxa de natalitat en caiguda i aband6 de terres.®'

Estudis recents mostren com el fenomen del despoblament, i el consegiient abandé de
la terra, artefactes i petits assentaments, es va concentrar més en el periode 1871-1971,
al mateix temps que l'augment demografic del pais, que va créixer a una taxa anual
mitjana del 6-7%, i un procés significatiu d’'urbanitzacié. En general, s’estima que les
zones muntanyoses van experimentar un declivi massiu de la poblacié resident durant

The phenomenon of abandonment in Iltaly
and Bergamo Orobie

Commonly defined by the term ‘abandonment’
and as it concerns inner areas, particularly the
mountains of Italy, it is a process initiated by
the agrarian crisis in the second half of the XIX
Century and has been going on for about 150
years and intensified after the Il World War.?®

Historically consolidated and of significant
magnitude, it is now recognized that the impact of
this phenomenon has been capable of “...altering
the social, economic, and cultural conditions™ of
the entire country, as well as creating profound
and significant territorial imbalances.

The phenomenon has been studied for almost
a century, starting with the powerful survey
Lo spopolamento montano in ltalia (Mountain
depopulation in Italy) already mentioned, and it
reveals the numbers and causes of a dynamic
observed since 1881: an aging population, a
falling birth rate and land abandonment.®!

Recent studies show how the phenomenon of
depopulation, and the consequent abandonment
of land, artifacts, and small settlements, was most
concentrated in the period 1871-1971, at the same
time as the country’s demographic increase, which
grew at an average annual rate of 6-7%, and a
significant process of urbanization. In general, it
is estimated that mountainous areas experienced

I mountains of Orobie (Bergamo)” ANUARI

0.4995/anuari202218704

d'Arquitectura i Societat research journal, no. 2 (2022): 86-110. ISSN: 2792-7601. https;//doiorg

Alisia Tognon and Marco Bovati. ‘Between abandonment and resilient thrusts in the ter



el periode considerat, del 19,6% de la poblaci6 total italiana en 1871 al 10,1% en 1971,
que correspon a una reduccio percentual de 48,5%.32 Després de la decada de 1970, es
va produir un alentiment en aquest fenomen, que va afectar particularment les regions
del nord d’ltalia i va continuar a les zones centrals i meridionals de la peninsula.

Quant a I'Arc Alpi, la poblacié s'expressa tant en I'abandé de terres conreades com
en edificis i objectes relacionats amb la produccié i més enlla. Les raons d’aquest
fenomen son diferents. D’'una banda, hi ha causes vinculades a la dinamica del sistema
economic-productiu juntament amb problemes de connexié i accessibilitat. Els baixos
rendiments econdmics de les terres altes, en comparacié amb I'agricultura intensiva i
la competencia amb I'explosié de la dinamica d’ocupaci6é de la societat industrial, la
complexitat d’estendre els processos agricoles industrialitzats a terrenys fortament en
pendent, ha impulsat 'aband6 de les terres altes, el declivi de les terres cultivables a la
ramaderia i I'agricultura intensiva, i 'explosié de monocultius en el fons de la vall.

D’altra banda, no s’han d’oblidar les aspiracions culturals, aixi com les diferents i noves
aspiracions socials, com I'atraccié dels centres urbans, les preocupacions econdmiques
a causa dels cultius tradicionals i el desig de llibertat de la comunitat, aixi com I'aspiracio
d’'oblidar la pobresa passada. La combinacié d’aquests fendmens va fer de la migracié
a les ciutats i els fons de la vall una dinamica gairebé imparable que, des d’una fase
predominantment estacional, més tard va canviar a una dinamica estable.®*

El fenomen del despoblament i 'aband6 no ha salvat les valls de Bérgam.® En particular,
la vall de Brembana ha registrat un nombre molt alt i, el 2010, es va incloure en el
projecte europeu INTERREG IVC PADIMA (Projecte contra el despoblament a les zones
de muntanya) juntament amb altres cinc valls de muntanya europees particularment
afectades per la mateixa dinamica (provincia de Terol a Espanya, provincia de Torino,
Hedmark i Buskerud a Noruega, regi6 de Dalarna a Suécia i Massif Central a Franga).®

Més recentment, hi ha hagut: una iniciativa de la Regié de Llombardia titulada Piano
delle aree interne (Pla per a les zones interiors), que proporciona un financament
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a massive decline in their resident population
during the period considered, from 19.6% of
the total ltalian population in 1871 to 10.1% in
1971, corresponding to a percentage reduction of
48.5%.% After the 1970s, there was a slowdown
in this phenomenon, which particularly affected
the regions of northern Italy and continued in the
central and southern areas of the peninsula.®®

As for the Alpine Arc, population is expressed both
in the abandonment of once-cultivated land and
in buildings and artifacts connected to production
and beyond. The reasons for this phenomenon
are different. On the one hand, there are causes
linked to the dynamics of the economic-productive
system together with problems of connection and
accessibility. The low economic yields of upland
land, compared to the intensive agriculture and
competing with the explosion of the employment
dynamics of industrial society, the complexity of
extending industrialised agricultural processes
to steeply sloping terrain, has driven the
abandonment of highlands, the decline of arable

land to livestock farming and intensive agriculture,
and the explosion of monocultures at the bottom
of the valley.

On the other hand, cultural as well as different
and new social aspirations should not be
forgotten, as the attraction of urban centers, the
economic worries due to the traditional crops
and the community’ desire of freedom, as well
the aspiration to forget the past poverty. The
combination of these phenomena made the
migration to the cities and the valley bottoms an
almost unstoppable dynamic that, from an initially
predominantly seasonal phase, later changed into
a stable one.®

The  phenomenon of  depopulation  and
abandonment has not spared the Bergamo
valleys.®® In particular, the Brembana Valley has
recorded highly high numbers and, in 2010, was
included in the European INTERREG IVC PADIMA
(Project Against Depopulation in Mountain Areas)
project along with five other European mountain



substancial per a la creacio de serveis a les regions més fragils, i el projecte de llei
Disposizioni per lo sviluppo e la valorizzazione delle zone montane (Provisions per al
desenvolupament i la valoritzacié de les zones muntanyenques), aprovat preliminarment
el marg de 2022, que estava esperant la conversio en llei just abans del canvi legislatiu
el setembre de 2022.

Aquestes iniciatives segueixen |'Strategia Nazionale Aree Interne (Estrategia Nacional
per a Arees Interiors, SNAI, 2012), I'Gltim i més significatiu intent d’abordar el fenomen
després de décades d’estancament politic substancial. L’estreta relacié entre I'abandé
de les zones de muntanya i I'economia industrial s’ha fet més evident en els Gltims
anys, i Varotto (citant Bauman) va escriure: “L’aband6 i els residus son ... “extrems
territorials” consubstancials al model industrial, que fa que la produccié de residus (ja
siguin productius, socials 0 humans) sigui la base del seu funcionament.”®”

L’abandonament de terres i assentaments de muntanya s’ha caracteritzat per una
tendéncia a causa de diferents situacions geografiques; les “terres altes” han vist una
pérdua significativa i progressiva de poblacié a favor dels centres urbans, perd també a
la vall inferior, un lloc per al desenvolupament de monocultius intensius, els receptors
d’assentaments industrials i I'objecte d’'una inversié més significativa en infraestructura i
serveis. Aixd ha causat dues formes de migracid, la primera a escala provincial, quan ni
tan sols nacional ni internacional, la segona es produeix dins del mateix context de vall,
en alguns casos fins i tot dins del mateix municipi: sovint les arees administratives molt
grans inclouen porcions de gran altitud i porcions del sol de la vall, amagant el fenomen
d’aband6 de I'observacio estadistica.

A més de les causes historiques de I'abandd, lligades a raons econdmiques i productives
i dinamiques socials, aquestes arees presenten, en els Ultims anys, fendmens d’abandé
de propietats més recents, construits com a cases de vacances i mai ocupats excepte
un breu periode inicial.

valleys particularly affected by same dynamic
(Teruel province in Spain, Torino province,
Hedmark and Buskerud counties in Norway,
Dalarna region in Sweden and Massif Central in
France).®®

More recently, there has been: an initiative of the
Lombardy Region titled Piano delle aree interne
(Plan for inland areas), which provides substantial
funding for the creation of services in the most
fragile regions, and the bill Disposizioni per lo
sviluppo e la valorizzazione delle zone montane
(Provisions for the development and valorization of
mountain areas), preliminarily approved in March
2022, which was awaiting conversion into law just
before the change of legislature in September
2022.

These initiatives follow from the Strategia
Nazionale Aree Interne (National Strategy for
Inner Areas, SNAI, 2012), the last and most
significant attempt to tackle the phenomenon after
decades of substantial policy impasse. The very
close relationship between the abandonment of
mountain areas and the industrial economy has

become more evident in recent years, and Varotto
(quoting Bauman) wrote: “Abandonment and waste
are ... ‘territorial extremes’ consubstantial to the
industrial model, which makes the production of
waste (whether productive, social, or human) the
basis of its operation.””

The abandonment of mountain land and
settlements has been characterized by a
trend due to different geographical situations;
the ‘highlands’ have seen a significant and
progressive loss of population in favor of urban
centers, but also to the bottom valley, a place for
the development of intensive monocultures, the
recipients of industrial settlements and the object
of more significant investment in infrastructure
and services. This has caused two forms of
migration, the first on a provincial scale, when
not even national and international, the second
occurring within the same valley context, in some
cases even within the same municipality: often
very large administrative areas include high-
altitude portions and valley floor portions, hiding
the phenomenon of abandonment from statistical
observation.
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En el segle passat, aquestes zones s’han vist afectades pel turisme de proximitat de
les zones metropolitanes properes, que ha portat a un enorme consum de noves terres
mitjancant la construccid de cases de vacances de mala qualitat arquitectonica. Per contra,
els assentaments historics originals s’han arruinat o han resultat afectats per intervencions
incongruents, i el declivi del turisme ha empitjorat 'aband6 d’aquests llocs (figura 4).

Figura 4. Edificis abandonats al llarg de la Vall Seriana: des de les escoles primaries, a causa de la
disminuci6 de la taxa de natalitat, a les intervencions incongruents que afecten el patrimoni historic, a
edificis de fabrica abandonats, a instal-lacions turistiques d’hivern no utilitzades a causa de I'escassetat de
neu (©A. Tognon i M. Bovati, 2020-2021)

Figure 4. Abandoned buildings along the Seriana Valley: from primary schools, due to declining birth rates, to incongruent
interventions affecting the historical heritage, to derelict factory buildings, to unused winter tourist facilities due to the scarcity
of snowfall (©A. Tognon and M. Bovati, 2020-2021)

In addition to the historical causes of abandonment, by proximity tourism from nearby metropolitan areas
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linked to economic-productive reasons and social
dynamics, these areas present, in recent years,
phenomena of abandonment of more recent
properties, built as vacation homes and never
occupied except for a brief initial period.

In the last century, these areas have been affected

which has led to an enormous consumption of new
land through the construction of vacation homes
of poor architectural quality. On the contrary, the
original historical settlements have been ruined
or affected by incongruous interventions, and the
decline in tourism has worsened the abandonment
of these places (figure 4).



Al voltant de I'abandé de sols i assentaments, s’ha desenvolupat una “retorica de ruines”
—en els Ultims temps— al costat de la més execrable “retorica dels intactes.”® De fet,
estem assistint a importants processos de reinsercio i, denominada, de renaturalitzacié
de les zones muntanyenques, la qual cosa Salsa denomina, amb preocupacié, el “retorn
dels espais naturals:”* la desaparicié de pastures i terres agricoles s’ha produit a favor
del retorn de boscos salvatges i no mantinguts, aixi com algunes espécies depredadores
com els 6ssos, els llops i les guineus. Des d'un punt de vista ecologic-mediambiental
i social, es tracta d'un fenomen que no és positiu, causant la pérdua progressiva de
I'atenci6 de la terra, amb la conseguent reduccié de la biodiversitat de la flora i la fauna,
aixi com de I'evolucioé del paisatge, associada amb I'expulsié de les poblacions locals.

Des del punt de vista cultural, aquest fenomen es veu ajudat per una teoria creada per qui
preveu un retorn a les muntanyes salvatges com una forma de compensacio, un retrocés
a una natura primigénia que mai ha existit realment, almenys mentre 'home haja existit.
Varotto combina aixd amb [I"“exterior,” l'actitud de qui jutja un fenomen des de I'exterior.
Varotto escriu: “Els que celebren el desert ho fan “des de I'exterior;” veuen el desert com
una altra cosa i alien a si mateixos.” Es, per tant, un fenomen de colonitzacié cultural “que
es pot entendre de manera que transformen la natura en mercaderies, a través d’'un procés
d’idealitzacié que va junt amb la seua fetitxitzacié com una atraccio turistica.”

Conclusions i accions

El territori de I'Orobie de Bérgam presenta nombrosos casos d’abandé de la construccio.
Segons un estudi inicial amb dades i controls de I'ISTAT amb referéncies creuades amb
les administracions municipals, almenys cinquanta casos d’abandé parcial o total s’han
registrat per sobre de 500 metres daltitud en un territori amb una superficie total de 1400
km2.%2 Es tracta d’assentaments urbans, o grups de cases disperses, que principalment
sén exemples interessants de patrimoni historic-arquitectonic muntanyos.

Around the abandonment of soils and settlements,
a ‘rhetoric of ruins’ has developed - in more recent

the attitude of who judge a phenomenon from
the outside. Varotto writes: “those who celebrate

times —alongside the more execrable ‘rhetoric
of the untouched. In fact, we are witnessing
important processes of reinsertion and —so-called—
renaturalization of mountain areas, what Salsa
calls, with concern, the ‘return of wilderness™®:
the disappearance of pastures and agricultural
land has taken place in favor of the return of wild
and unmaintained woodland, as well as certain
predatory species such as bears, wolves, and
foxes. From an ecological-environmental and social
point of view, this is a phenomenon not positive,
causing the progressive loss of care of the land,
with a consequent reduction in biodiversity of
flora and fauna as well of landscape evolution,
associated with the expulsion of local populations.

On a cultural level, this phenomenon is supported
by a theory created by who envisages a come-back
to the wild mountains as a way of compensation,
a throwback to a primordial nature that has never
really existed, at least for as long as man has
existed. Varotto combines this with ‘outsideness,’

wilderness do so ‘from the outside’; they see
wilderness as something other and foreign to
themselves.”® It is, therefore, a phenomenon of
cultural colonization “which can be understood in
ways that transforming nature into merchandise,
through a process of idealization that goes hand in
hand with its fetishization as a tourist attraction.” !

Conclusions and actions’ openings

The territory of the Bergamo Orobie presents
numerous cases of building abandonment.
According to an initial survey that cross-
referenced ISTAT data and checks with municipal
administrations, at least fifty cases of partial or
total abandonment have been recorded above 500
meters in altitude in a territory with a total surface
area of 1400 km2.#2 These are urban settlements,
or groups of scattered houses, which mainly are
interesting examples of mountainous historical-
architectural heritage.
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Aquests assentaments es troben en una zona que, a partir de les ultimes décades del
segle passat, s’ha vist afectada pel turisme de “proximitat” de les zones metropolitanes
properes, que ha portat a un consum sistematic de terres implementades a través de la
construccié de segones llars, sovint de mala qualitat arquitectonica, ara majoritariament
abandonat. A més dels nombrosos i diversos casos d’abandd, els assentaments historics
es veuen afectats per intervencions inadequades, que han alterat el seu caracter original
i compromés la seua qualitat arquitectonica general.

Afortunadament, també hi ha marques virtuoses de renaixement agropastoral —
especialment a les valls secundaries— i diverses iniciatives de baix a dalt (principalment
gracies als joves) que creen contactes d’atraccié per a un turisme renovat vinculat a
aquest sector economic. També es deu a la geomorfologia de la zona, que considera
que aquestes regions estan relacionades entre si i les valls de Bérgam com a zones
d’unié amb les regions veines (Vall de Scalve amb Vall Camonica; Vall Brembana amb
Valtellina; Vall Seriana amb Vall Sassina). Al mateix temps, la reactivaci6 rural dels
territoris s’associa amb un intent d’interpretar el turisme de manera sostenible com un
possible element de suport economic per al desenvolupament d’aquestes accions.

Ha donat lloc a algunes experiéncies virtuoses de regeneracié de nuclis de muntanya,
amb finalitats productives i turistiques, amb un fort arrelament de les intervencions en
'economia local i la ldgica de la producci6 agropastoral.

Aquests s6n només uns pocs casos exemplars dels quals és possible prendre iniciatives
més amplies que se centren en la “logica vertical”’, una visié metro-muntanya centrada
en la interdependéncia mutua i la cooperaci6 dels diversos sistemes territorials, capag
de llegir la connexid i la relacié6 necessaries entre les Valls de I'Orobie superior i els
pols urbans d’influéncia; les primeres observacions destaquen com la intensificacio
dels nous camins evolutius crea cooperacié sinérgica entre les dues arees territorials
(ciutat/muntanya). La recopilacié de casos especifics de regeneraci6 virtuosa a la zona
de Bérgam, relacionats amb el cataleg en assumptes similars i el desenvolupament
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These settlements are in an area that, starting
in the last decades of the last century, has been
affected by ‘proximity’ tourism from nearby
metropolitan areas, which has led to a consistent
consumption of land implemented through the
construction of second homes, often of poor
architectural quality, now mostly abandoned. In
addition to the numerous and diverse abandonment
cases, historical settlements are affected by
inappropriate interventions, which have altered
their original character and compromised their
overall architectural quality.

Fortunately, there are also virtuous marks of agro-
pastoral rebirth—especially inthe secondary valleys—
and various bottom-up initiatives (mainly thanks to
young people) that create contacts of attraction for
renewed tourism linked to this economic sector. It
is also due to the geomorphology of the area, which
considers these regions to be in connection with
each other and the Bergamo Valleys as junction
areas with neighboring regions (Val di Scalve with
Val Camonica; Val Brembana with Valtellina; Val
Seriana with Val Sassina). At the same time, the

rural reactivation of the territories is associated
with an attempt to interpret tourism sustainably
as a possible element of economic support for
developing these actions.

It has given rise to some virtuous experiences of
regeneration of mountain nuclei, for productive and
tourist purposes, with a strong rootedness of the
interventions in the local economy and the logic of
agro-pastoral production.

These are just a few exemplary cases from which
it is possible to take more extensive initiatives that
focus on the ‘vertical logic’, a metro-mountains
vision centered on the mutual interdependence and
cooperation of the several territorial systems, able
to read the necessary connection and relationship
between the Upper Orobie Valleys and the urban
poles of influence; the first observations highlight
how the intensification of new evolutionary paths
creates synergic cooperation between the two
territorial areas (city/mountain). The collection
of specific cases of virtuous regeneration in the
Bergamo area, related to the catalogue on similar
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d’estratégies basades en un enfocament interescalar i multidisciplinari, pot iniciar un
procés virtués des de la definicié del camp tedric i enfocaments estratégics a les noves
practiques econdmiques i turistiques a I'area d’Orobie.
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