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MMW Signal Gain in DML-Based Microwave
Photonic Links Under Large Signal Regime

M. Botella-Campos *“, J. Mora

Abstract—This article presents a theoretical and experimental
analysis of the millimeter wave (mmW) signal gain observed in
photonically generated signals by using carrier suppressed (CS)
external modulation in a centralized network architecture while
the data is transmitted over a directly modulated laser (DML)
operating under different signal regimes. Measurements of the fre-
quency response under small and large signal regimes are presented
for the sake of comparison. Moreover, the mmW signal gain has
been measured for different standard single mode fiber (SSMF)
lengths in order to identify the conditions and impact of large signal
regime operation. The results are also validated by the experimental
transmission of a 25 MHz QPSK signal transmitted over 40 GHz
since the error-vector-magnitude (EVM) is measured for different
input electrical power values as well as several received optical
power (RoP) levels. Moreover, the spurious-free dynamic range
(SFDR) ratio is measured to compare the third-order intermod-
ulation distortion (IMD3) between small and large signal regime.
The quantitative results demonstrate that proper system conditions
allow the exploitation of the mmW signal gain towards the future
deployment of high energy efficient networks.

Index  Terms—Intermodulation, microwave photonics,
millimeter wave, optical access networks, radio access networks.

1. INTRODUCTION

HE continuous growth of total mobile traffic at an esti-

mated annual rate of 55% in 2020-2030 leads to 543 EB
per month in 2025 and 4394 EB in 2030. The main drivers for this
increase are the device proliferation, i.e., 29.3 billion networked
devices by 2023 [1], the extensive usage of high-resolution
video-on-demand services, the increase of machine—to-machine
(M2M) applications and the higher demand of mobile cloud
services [2].

Such explosive traffic growth requires the adoption of several
strategies including the increase of spectrum availability and
energy efficiency, the network densification with smaller cells
and higher volume of traffic offloading towards local area net-
works (LAN). Therefore, millimeter wave (mmW) technology,
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already introduced by the fifth generation (5G) new radio (NR),
is still essential in sixth generation (6G) networks due to the huge
bandwidth, as well as new air interface and the deployment of
open-radio access networks (O-RAN) as a new architecture to
build a virtualized resource efficient, cost effective, software-
driven, centralized, slicing-aware, open source, more flexible
and dynamic radio network than previous generations of mobile
networks [3].

Analog-radio-over-fiber (A-RoF) solutions provide seam-
lessly transport of mmW signals to keep transparency to wireless
users. Thus, cost-efficient, low latency and large bandwidth links
can be deployed in future O-RAN where the availability and
costs of the optical infrastructure become critical, especially
due to small-cell environment [4]. The centralized network
architecture hosts the baseband units (BBUs) at the central office
(CO) where medium access control (MAC) layer functions,
digital-to-analog and analog-to-digital conversion (DAC/ADC),
radio frequency (RF) frontends and baseband processing are per-
formed. Therefore, broad coverage is provided due to the large
number of remote radio heads (RRH) connected to a centralized
BBU pool with a span fiber link while only opto-electronic
conversion and electronic amplification is held at the simplified
RRHs [5].

In the literature, a large number of microwave photonics based
approaches has been proposed for low phase noise and frequency
tunable signal generation by using electronic components with
reduced bandwidth [6], [7]. As one of the most attractive op-
tions, optical frequency multiplication by using an external
Mach-Zehnder modulator (MZM) biased at carrier suppression
(CS) point offers easy implementation, high quality, flexible
and efficient mmW signal generation [8], [9] over data directly
modulated laser (DML)-based links.

Previous work on theoretical and experimental CS-MZM re-
mote approach, i.e., located at the CO, under small signal regime
demonstrated a significant gain in the photonically generated
mmW band which can be exploited for future deployment of
energy-efficient networks [10]. More concretely, 15 dB gain
was demonstrated due to the combined effect of 25 km fiber
dispersion and the DML chirp in the 40 GHz-band frequency
response with the subsequent improvement in data transmission
performance, and oppositely to the system baseband behavior.

However, the impact of harmonic and intermodulation dis-
tortion in remotely generated mmW signal limits the overall
system performance [11] and linearization techniques might
be considered for reducing DML induced HD and IMD [12].
Indeed, the system response will be significantly different under
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Experimental setup for DML signal transmission over CS-MZM based mmW generated signal. CO-BBU: Baseband unit at the central office, DG: Digital

generator, DML: Directly modulated laser, PC: Polarization controller, LO: Local oscillator, MZM: Mach-Zehnder modulator, EDFA: Erbium doped amplifier,
OBPF: Optical band pass filter, ODN: Optical distribution network, SSMF: Standard single mode fiber, RRH: Remote radio head, VOA: Variable optical attenuator,

PD: Photodetector, VSA: Vectorial signal analyzer.

large signal regime where analytical expressions are no longer
valid [13], and IMD evaluation also plays a crucial role to define
the optimal electrical data power range according to the optical
system parameters.

In this article, for the first time to our knowledge, we present
both theoretical and experimental comprehensive analysis of the
mmW gain in photonically generated CS-MZM approach using
a DML for signal transmission. An exhaustive analysis of the
system response is provided under small and large signal regime
where the system nonlinearities leading to intermodulation ef-
fects are fully identified at the transition point between both
signal operation regimes. Accordingly, the obtained results are
validated by testing the system performance over different signal
conditions in order to exploit the benefits of this mmW gain for
future deployment of higher energy efficient networks.

II. SYSTEM DESCRIPTION FOR LARGE SIGNAL REGIME

In this section, an exhaustive investigation of the photonic
mmW signal generation scheme based on external carrier sup-
pressed modulation is presented under large signal regime. In
our system, a DML is employed for transmitting data over the
photonically generated mmW signal under remote configuration
in a centralized network architecture, as was considered in our
previous work [10], where analytical formulation of the system
response was limited to small signal regime.

As depicted in Fig. 1, a DML located at the BBU in the
CO emits an optical carrier centered at the angular frequency
wo = 2w fo modulated by the signal data. In this case, a data
generator (DG) provides a digital data sequence over the inter-
mediate frequency f;r as modulating signal in the DML with
an electrical power Prr. The resulting modulated optical signal
is then launched into a polarization controller (PC) to adjust its
polarization.

To evaluate the system response, we consider the laser direct
modulation by a single tone at angular modulation frequency of
wrr = 27 frp. Inthis case, the output electric field of the DML

can be described by [14]:

EDML(t) = \/PO (1 + man - COS(U[Ft)

ejmpM . COS(U)]FtJrALp)eju)ot (1)

where P, is the laser output power and m 4 s and mpys are the
amplitude and phase modulation indexes, respectively. Note the
parameter m 4 57 is directly proportional to the square root of Prr
which measurement provides a value of 0.1 for P;» =0 dBm in
our experimental setup. The phase difference between amplitude
and phase modulation introduced by the laser is Ay. From [14],
we obtain the equations for mpj,; and Ay which are related to
the linewidth enhancement factor, «, and adiabatic laser chirp,
K, as:

mpy = QMAM

- ) 2)
Wrr
where w, = kP, is the DML characteristic frequency. This
analysis requires numerical simulations to evaluate the system
operation under large signal regime since the residual phase
modulation produced in the DML is not negligible at low fre-
quencies, concretely when wyr << w,, as shown in (2). Under
this assumption, A tends to —7 /2, i.e., frequency independent
and therefore, the DML chirp is mainly affected by mpy,.
Then, a MZM driven by a wpp = 27 frp signal tone gen-
erated by a local oscillator (LO) and biased (Vpias) at the
null point for carrier suppression is used to provide the signal
up-conversion into the mmW band (2 fr ) after photodetection.
The time response of the MZM is given by:

h]y[z]w(t) = COS (QODc-I-QmRF COS(URFt) 3)

where ¢pc is the phase signal change caused by DC bias
(¢pc = m/2 in carrier suppression) and mgg is the RF mod-
ulation index.

The output signal is then launched into an erbium doped
amplifier (EDFA) to compensate the optical losses and into
an optical band pass filter (OBPF) to reduce the amplified



spontaneous emission (ASE) noise. The resulting signal is then
transmitted over the standard single mode fiber (SSMF) link
at the optical distribution network (ODN) and sent to an RRH
through a variable optical attenuator (VOA) to control the re-
ceived optical power (RoP) at the photodetector (PD) input port.
According to the schematic depicted in Fig. 1, the input electric
field at the photodiode, E(t), is given by the convolution between
the response of the dispersive element and the electric field after
modulation, as follows:

E(t) = [Epmr (t) - haza ()] @ hssur () 4)

where hgsr(t) is the impulse response of the signal propaga-
tion in SSMF which can be expressed as [15]:

1
hSSMF (t) - W

where L is the fiber length, and the dispersion parameter [ is
the second derivative of the propagation constant with respect
to the optical frequency at wy.

Finally, the optoelectronic conversion is carried out at the PD
and then, followed by the vector signal analyzer (VSA) where
system performance is evaluated. The electrical current i(¢) can
be calculated from E(¢) at the input of the photodiode as:

it)=R-P{t)=R-|E ) (6)

ATt 5)

where R is the photodiode responsivity and P(t) is the received
optical power. The calculation of the photocurrent i(t) in (6)
leads to recover the mmW signal centered at f,,,,,iw = 2frpr +
frr for further analysis.

Using the theoretical analysis presented in [10] under small
signal regime, the current amplitude response at low frequencies
(wrr =2 0) can be obtained in the mmW band for OB2B and
SSMF link under remote configuration from (17) and (19) in
[10], respectively, as detailed in Table I:

TABLE I
CURRENT AMPLITUDE RESPONSE AT LOW FREQUENCIES IN THE MMW BAND
(SMALL SIGNAL REGIME)

iQ2ogr £ opF)

OB2B
SSMF

RP, My MEESin?@pc (7
RP,myymzrsin?@pc(1 + jaxP, fLogr) ®)

Comparing both expressions of Table I, OB2B and SSMF
scenarios lead to different electrical power level at low frequen-
cies due to the chirp parameter of the DML and the dispersion
over the RF subcarrier angular frequency wrr. We consider the
system mmW gain defined as the ratio of such electrical power
and Prr as the input power:

Zo i Qwrr + wip)|?
Prr

where Z, is the PD impedance. Then, the amplitude response for
OB2B in (7) leads to G ,,mw (0), i.e., the fiber length L = 0, and
Grmw (L), that can be obtained from (8), corresponds to the
mmW gain over an L long fiber link under small signal regime.

9)

GmmW =

By substituting (7) and (8) in (9), the following relationship can
be obtained between them:
Gonmw (L) = G (0) [ 1+ (anPoBLwpe)?]  (10)

From (10), we observe that the remote configuration leads
to a relative mmW gain, Gr = Gpmw (L)/Gmmw (0), that
increases with the length of the fiber link. In principle, this
property is interesting since it implies that the obtained SNR is
higher in longer fiber links and consequently, the transmission
performance also improves in terms of EVM due to the com-
bination of the DML chirp and the fiber dispersion. However,
this property may not be valid when large signal regime is
considered, i.e., high electrical power of the modulating data
at the DML (P[F).

In order to evaluate the impact of the large signal regime over
the scheme depicted in Fig. 1, the frequency system response was
measured by using a single tone as modulating signal at the DML
(see Fig. 2). With a fixed electrical power (P;r), a frequency
sweep of the signal tone (f; ) is applied to the DML from f;p =
200 MHz up to 15 GHz. This experiment was carried out by
using Rohde & Schwarz SMW200A as the DG and repeated
with different P;p values set for modulating the DML (Optical
Zonu OZ516). The up-conversion of the signal was achieved
by using the MZM Sumitomo T.DEH1.5-40X-ADCY-Z biased
(Vbias = 7.5 V) at the null point and driven by an frr =20 GHz
electrical single tone generated by signal generator (SG) Agilent
8267C. For the compensation of the optical losses and ASE
noise filtering, the Amonics AEDFA-23-B-FA optical amplifier
and the Alnair BVF-100 OBPF were used, respectively. After the
SSMF link, a VOA (Thorlabs EVOA1550A) was used to control
the RoP at the input of Finisar XPDV3120R PD regardless of
the fiber length, i.e., link losses.

Finally, Rohde & Schwarz FSW43 VSA was used to ana-
lyze the recovered mmW signal at the frequency of interest
fmmw = 2frr + frr, which is limited to 43 GHz. For most
real applications, note that just a single mmW carrier is needed to
transmit, so a commercial high-pass band filter can be included
at the RRH to transmit only the upper carrier at 2frp + frp.
However, the lower one is used along the manuscript to show the
system performance without loss of generality since the system
response is similar for both mmW bands.

Fig. 2(a) shows the OB2B electrical system response of
the current amplitude after photodetection at the mmW band
(fmmw = 2frr — frr) for different Prp levels, ie., Prp =
—10, 0and 10 dBm while RoP = 0 dBm was kept constant at the
PD input. We observe that experimental results of the amplitude
response at mmW band is equivalent to the DML frequency
response [10] in good agreement with the simulation plotted
by means of solid lines in Fig. 2(a). Non-significant differences
are found in the frequency response apart from the subsequent
signal increase over the whole frequency range according to
the electrical signal power of the modulating signal (0, 10 and
20 dB with respect to the lower one). A 3 dB bandwidth close
to 7.8 GHz is obtained in all cases, which is limited by the
relaxation oscillation frequency of the laser, as its intrinsic char-
acteristic. In Fig. 2(b), a 10 km SSMF link is considered with the
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same RoP = 0 dBm. In this case, the frequency response depicts
a slight variation of the 3 dB bandwidth, i.e., from 7.9 GHz to
8.1 GHz when the electrical power Pr increases from —10 to
10 dBm, respectively. Besides, the combination of DML chirp
and the fiber dispersion leads to a 12 dB relative mmW gain in
the system response, i.e., with regard to OB2B configuration,
for Prp = —10 dBm whereas such gain decreases up to 10 dB
when Prr = 10 dBm. Note that optical losses of the fiber link
are compensated to keep the RoP constant in order to provide a
fair comparison of the system performance.

In order to provide further analysis, Fig. 2(c) shows the
amplitude response when the fiber length is L = 35 km. Firstly,
we observe relative mmW gain values (at low f7r) around 22.7
and 20.5 dB for Prr = —10 and 0 dBm, respectively. This gain
is according to (10), so we can consider that the system operates
under small signal regime. Although low-pass frequency is still
present, the 3 dB bandwidth of the system response decreases
down to 2.4 GHz in comparison to both OB2B and 10 km fiber
link due to higher accumulated fiber dispersion in 35 km link.
By contrast, a high-pass frequency response is observed for
Prr = 10 dBm, i.e., large signal regime, with a relative mmW
gain reduced to values close to OB2B, i.e., Gp = 1 (0 dB) at
low frp. Therefore, the frequency response shows an amplitude
reduction of 26 dB at low frequencies in the mmW band between
small and large signal regime. Note this high-pass effect is
observed for frequencies up to 4.5 GHz due to a strong variation
of the phase modulation produced in the DML at low frequencies
according to (2) whereas the system response shows similar
curves for IF frequencies higher than 4.5 GHz in spite of the
power level regime.

By using general formulation (1)—(6), the numerically evalu-
ated response is obtained with the parameters adjusted to those
employed in the experimental setup, as detailed in Table II and
a good agreement is obtained with measurements, as shown in
Fig. 2.

For the sake of validation, Fig. 3 represents the relative mmW
gain (f7r = 200 MHz) for different Pz levels and fiber lengths
by keeping constant RoP = 0 dBm. It can be observed that the
measured relative mmW gain (in linear units) exhibits a linear
behavior versus L2 under small signal regime, i.e., for Prp =

TABLE II
PARAMETERS FOR THEORETICAL ANALYSIS

Parameter Value
DML Ao 1552.51 nm
P, 4 mW
a 3.75
K 7.8 GHz/mW
MZM Mpp 0.32
Ppc 2
fRF 20 GHz
SSMF B> -22.1 ps¥/km
180 T T
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Fig. 3.  Measurement of G at mmW band for different Py levels vs the

square of the length of the fiber link. Experimental results are represented by
symbols whereas solid curves are theoretical simulations.

—10dBm. In this case, both experimental measurements (plotted
with symbols) and the simulated curve (solid line in black) have
a linear behavior according to the theoretical prediction derived
from (10), so we demonstrate that small signal regime model
accurately describes the system gain obtained at mmW band.
However, the gain decreases significantly with the increase
of electrical power P;p due to the cumulative fiber dispersion,
making this model no longer valid. Indeed, Fig. 3 shows numer-
ical results under large signal regime in good agreement with
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the experimental measurements far from the linear behavior.

Moreover, we can observe that Prp levels higher than 5 dBm = _RoP=0dBm - RoP = -1dBm RoP = -2 dBm
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III. EXPERIMENTAL EVALUATION OF SYSTEM PERFORMANCE

In this section, we analyze the system performance when data
signal is photonically generated at f,,,,,,w = 2frr £ frr under
large signal regime. The local oscillator is given by frp =
20 GHz, so the mmW band is located around 40 GHz.

In this experiment, a QPSK signal with a sample rate of
25 Mbps and a root-raised-cosine filter with a roll-off factor of 10}
0.22 was generated at an intermediate f;r of 200 MHz by using
a vector signal generator (SMW200A) which permits to control
the electrical data power, P;, applied to the DML. We compare
the signal transmission of data carried by mmW frequency over
10 and 35 km fiber lengths when the electrical power Prr is set
from —15 to 10 dBm in order to identify the transition between
small and large signal regimes.

Fig. 4(a) and (b) depict the received electrical power (ReP) at
the VSA for different P; i values over 10 and 35 km SSMF links,
respectively. Different curves have been obtained by setting
several RoP values in —10 to 0 dBm range. We notice that ReP
increases linearly with P in both cases according to (10) under
small signal regime. A slight deviation is found for low P;p
values when RoP is lower than —6 dBm after 10 km fiber length
due to the floor noise of the VSA which is —148 dBm/Hz, i.e., Fig. 5. Measured EVM vs Pr at different RoP levels for: (a) 10 km and
—74 dBm over 25 MHz measurement bandwidth. However, in  (b) 35 km fiber lengths.
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with Py = —3 dBm, and (c¢) 10.6% EVM for P;r = 4 dBm. The corresponding electrical spectra are plotted in (d), (e) and (f).

the case of 35 km, the ReP decreases for Prr values higher
than 4 dBm, as observed for any RoP level. This behavior is
corroborated when studying the mmW gain dependence on the
electrical power P and different RoP levels (see Fig. 4(c) and
(d) for 10 and 35 km fiber lengths, respectively). Although both
cases exhibit a constant gain, that is proportional to RoP, for low
Prp, it can be observed that 35 km leads to 10 dB higher gain
than measured over 10 km, as expected from (10). Nevertheless,
the gain of this link decreases for Prp higher than 0 dB, down
to 23 dB with respect to the constant level for P;p = 10 dBm,
which shows the system is operating under large signal regime.

Fig. 5(a) and (b) show the obtained error-vector-magnitude
(EVM) after demodulating the transmitted data in the 40 GHz-
band over 10 and 35 km fiber links, respectively, when different
electrical power P; is employed. Note that 17.5% EVM thresh-
old is plotted for QPSK signals according to [16]. Different
curves represent the measurements taken under different RoP
values in the —10 to 0 dBm range. Initially, the EVM perfor-
mance for low operating Prr is determined by the white noise
performance of the RF system. Moreover, as it is well known, the
EVM is inversely proportional to the signal-to-noise ratio SNR
in decibel (dB) [17]. This behavior can be observed in all curves
displayed in Fig. 5(a) for Prr values lower than 10 dBm whereas
in Fig. 5(b) this proportionality only occurs for Py values lower
than 0 dBm. However, nonlinearities increase with the signal
power, and consequently, the quality of the recovered signal
decreases. Indeed, the system nonlinearities show significant
impact on the EVM for high operating power level due to some
intermodulation products which fall within the signal frequency
band. Moreover, they can overlap with the electrical subcarriers
with strong impact on their amplitude and phase [18], [19].

The total EVM level for a system is given by the addition of
all these error sources also including the phase noise, as shown
in Fig. 5(b). For instance, the lowest EVM level is 4.1% for a
Prr close to 7dBm and —3 dBm for 10 and 35 km, respectively,
when an RoP equal to 0 dBm is considered.

As an example, Fig. 6 exhibits the measured constellations
and electrical power spectra for a 35 km SSMF link with RoP
= 0 dBm where white noise, phase noise and intermodulation

—&—RoP =0dBm —<—RoP =-1dBm RoP = -2 dBm

—©—RoP =-3dBm —<  RoP =4 dBm RoP = -5 dBm
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Fig. 7. Measured EVM values vs ReP levels for (a) 10 km and (b) 35 km
SSMF links.

are present. Constellations around 10% EVM value are cho-
sen to illustrate the impact of the white noise on the system
performance for P;p = —13 dBm, i.e., low operating power
level (Fig. 6(a)), and the impact of the system nonlinearities
when Prr = 4 dBm, as prominent in high operating power
levels (Fig. 6(c)). As a matter of fact, Fig. 6(a) shows an EVM
value of 10.3% achieved with low Prp, as opposed to 10.6%
EVM value obtained for high P;p, as depicted in Fig. 6(c).
On the contrary, the transmission is optimized when the system
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reaches an optimal input power level Prr of —3 dBm which
leads to a minimum EVM level of 4.1% (Fig. 6(b)). The effects
of both white noise and system nonlinearities are also analyzed
by means of the corresponding received electrical spectra. In
Fig. 6(d) and (e), there is no evidence of any nonlinearity at a
glance so white noise is the most prominent error source which
is progressively minimized when the operating power level is
increased up to —3 dBm. Note that the measured ReP in Fig. 6(d)
and (e) is —49.6 and —40.3 dBm. For higher input P;r level, the
intermodulation products falling within the signal bandwidth are
taking its toll on the recovered signal quality as shown in Fig. 6(f)
compared to Fig. 6(d) with similar EVM level. In Fig. 6(f), the
measured ReP is around —36.7 dBm.

In order to validate these measurements, Fig. 7 shows the
EVM values obtained for each ReP level by changing P;p for
a fixed RoP, as presented in Fig. 5. In Fig. 7(a), we observe that
the quality of the recovered signal is independent of the RoP
level when considering a 10 km long fiber link. Each curve
for fixed RoP shows values up to the maximum ReP value
which is achievable for the maximum P;r value. Indeed, the
collected data overlaps the electrical back-to-back (EB2B) of
the system, which demonstrates the transparency of our photonic
up-conversion link (see Fig. 7(a)). Nonetheless, when observing
the collected data in Fig. 7(b) for 35 km fiber length, we find
a U-shaped curve because ReP levels are obtained by varying
Prr value. Note that higher power level Prr leads to higher ReP
values up to a certain maximum value as shown in Fig. 4(b).
However, further increase of P;r leads to lower ReP values
because of increased nonlinearities that lead to intermodulation
products falling around the signal bandwidth as depicted in

10 -7.5 -5
RoP (dBm)

-2.5 0

Output power and SFDR calculation at mmW band vs P;r when RoP is 0 dBm for (a) 10 km and (b) 35 km. Lower graphs correspond to SFDR ratios

Fig. 6(f). Note that EVM increases also slightly for ReP values
from —35to —45 dBmin Fig. 7(a). Indeed, Fig. 7(a) and (b) show
similar behavior but such distortion appears from a minimum
power level which is 10 dB higher for 10 km than 35 km fiber
link. Therefore, we can only observe this multi-valued curve for
35 km within the Pjr available range in the experimental setup.

Finally, in order to compare the third-order intermodulation
distortion (IMD3) between small and large signal regime, the
measured spurious-free dynamic range (SFDR) ratio in 10 km
and 35 km fiber links is presented in Fig. 8. Both signal and
distortion bands located at the mmW frequencies 2 frr — f1 and
2frr — (2f2 — f1),respectively, were measured by performing
apower sweep of P for a given RoP level. As Fig. 8(a) and (b)
show, the SFDR ratio when RoP is 0 dBm has a similar value of
78.6 and 79.4 dB - Hz?? for 10 and 35 km, respectively. Indeed,
the SFDR ratio is proportional to the RoP level and shows similar
tendencies for 10 and 35 km as depicted in Fig. 8(c) and (d),
respectively. Moreover, the third-order intercept point (IIP3) was
measured to identify small and large signal regime. Fig. 8(c)
and (d) show also the IIP3 measurement with average values
of 23.7 and 12.4 dBm for 10 and 35 km, respectively. This IIP3
difference, i.e., 11.3 dB is related to the differential gain between
both scenarios with 10 and 35 km.

Fig. 9(a) and (b) represent the measured constellations for
an RoP value of 0 dBm with the minimum EVM value when
both 10 and 35 km SSMF links are considered, respectively. A
minimum EVM value of 4.1% is obtained in both cases for an
input Prr value of 7 and —3 dBm for a 10 and 35 km fiber
length, as expected from curves with RoP = 0 dBm in Fig. 5(a)
and (b), respectively. These results are in very good agreement
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Fig.9. Constellation diagrams measured at 10 km (right) and 35 km (left) for:
(a), (b) QPSK and (c), (d) 64-QAM.

with the corresponding mmW gain depicted in Fig. 4(a) and (b),
respectively. Similarly, Fig. 9(c) and (d) depict the constellation
diagrams for 64-QAM for an RoP = 0 dBm when 10 and
35 km transmission is performed for an input Prp value of 7
and —3 dBm, respectively. All cases show an EVM value close
to 4% with an ReP = —40 dBm since the design proposed in
this manuscript permits to optimize properly the transmission
quality for any modulation format.

IV. CONCLUSION

For the first time to the best of our knowledge, this article
studies the mmW gain in a remote photonic signal generation
approach both experimentally and theoretically by means of an
exhaustive analysis based on CS external modulation of a DML
under different signal regimes.

In order to validate the results, the mmW gain has been mea-
sured for different input electrical power levels, RoP values and
fiber link lengths. Although the linear behavior of the collated
data demonstrates that small signal regime model accurately
describes the system gain, such gain decreases significantly with
the increase of the Prr level, thus making this model no longer
valid under large signal regime. In all cases, a full agreement
has been obtained between theoretical and experimental results.
Therefore, the transition conditions to define different signal
regimes depend on the accumulated dispersion and the input
electrical power level. More specifically, the maximum gain
values achieved for P;r levels higher than 5 dBm is lower for
longer fiber links, oppositely to systems operating under small
signal regime.

In order to evaluate the system performance, the amplitude
response at the mmW band has been measured for different
scenarios in a centralized optical network. When OB2B is con-
sidered, i.e., no dispersive effects are present in the system, we
have found that the electrical response is equivalent to the DML,
i.e., the power of the mmW signal linearly depends on the input
data electrical power level, as expected. However, when a fiber
link is included under remote configuration, an improvement

of the signal transmission is achieved due to the mmW gain
arisen from the combination of the chirp characteristics of the
DML and the chromatic dispersion of the fiber link. However,
a considerable reduction of the mmW gain and the amplitude
response bandwidth have been observed when the system is
operating under large signal regime.

Furthermore, transmission experiments using a 25 MHz
QPSK signal have been measured at mmW band around 2 frp =
40 GHz to compare the system performance under small and
large regime. As expected from theory, the quality of the trans-
mitted signal is better for longer fiber links under small signal
regime since the mmW gain is increased due to the interplay of
the fiber dispersion and the DML chirp. The mmW gain leads to
an improved SNR, and thus, a reduction of the measured EVM
values.

The transmission results proved that white noise of the RF
system determines the system performance for low operating
Prr. However, since the power of nonlinearities and inter-
modulation products rise when the signal power increases, a
new phenomenon is observed for longer fiber links. Indeed,
the recovered constellations and electrical spectra for 35 km
SSMF clearly illustrate the effects of the white noise, phase noise
and intermodulation when transition from small to large signal
regime is held at 4 dBm electrical power. In our experimental
setup, the system was always operating under small regime for
10 km SSMF because the transition is theoretically estimated
around 14 dBm, which is far from the maximum experimental
input electrical data power. Additionally, the transparency of
our photonic up-conversion link is demonstrated by obtaining
the performance characteristic, which overlaps with the EB2B
under small signal regime.

Finally, the IMD3 between small and large signal regime has
been compared by means of the SFDR and ITP3. Even though the
SFDR results do not depend on the fiber dispersion, both small
and large signal regime scenarios are determined by the ITP3
levels in each case. Once again, an IIP3 difference of 11.3 dB
related to the different gain is observed between both scenarios
with 10 and 35 km.

This article provides a key analysis for optimizing the design
of highly energy efficient future communications networks. We
have demonstrated that microwave photonic links with mmW
signal generation provide a large signal gain over an electrical
input power range which depends on the fiber dispersion and
the laser chirp. Proper exploitation of this system gain allows
to increase the energy efficiency of these networks, whereas the
transition between small and large signal operation regime must
be properly addressed to avoid intermodulation effects and gain
reduction.
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