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Icon Nº Name What It Means Why It Matters What To Do The Algorithm… in English Standards and Guidelines

15

Multiple 

form 

labels

A form control 

has more than 

one label 

associated with 

it.

A form control has 

more than one label 

associated with it.

Ensure that at most one 

label element is associated 

to the form control. If 

multiple form labels are 

necessary, use aria-

labelledby.

Two or more <label>s are 

associated to a single <input> 

(except types of image, submit, 

reset, button, or hidden), <select>, 

or <textarea>.

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A); 1.3.1 Info 

and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings 

and Labels (Level AA); 3.3.2 Labels or 

Instructions (Level A)

1
Empty 

button

A button is 

empty or has no 

value text.

When navigating to a 

button, descriptive 

text must be 

presented to screen 

reader users to 

indicate the function 

of the button.

Place text content within the 

<button> element or give 

the <input> element a value 

attribute.

A <button> element is present that 

contains no text content (or 

alternative text), or an <input 

type="submit">, <input 

type="button">, or <input 

type="reset"> has an empty or 

missing value attribute.

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A); 2.4.4 Link 

Purpose (In Context) (Level A)

1 Empty link
A link contains 

no text.

If a link contains no 

text, the function or 

purpose of the link will 

not be presented to 

the user. This can 

introduce confusion 

for keyboard and 

screen reader users.

Remove the empty link or 

provide text within the link 

that describes the 

functionality and/or target 

of that link.

An anchor element has an href 

attribute, but contains no text (or 

only spaces) and no images with 

alternative text.

2.4.4 Link Purpose (In Context) (Level A)
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6
Very low 

contrast

Very low 

contrast 

between text 

and background 

colors.

Adequate contrast of 

text is necessary for all 

users, especially users 

with low vision.

Increase the contrast 

between the foreground 

(text) color and the 

background color. Large text 

(larger than 18 point or 14 

point bold) does not require 

as much contrast as smaller 

text.

Text is present that has a contrast 

ratio less than 4.5:1, or large text 

(larger than 18 point or 14 point 

bold) has a contrast ratio less than 

3:1. WCAG requires that page 

elements have both foreground 

AND background colors defined (or 

inherited) that provide sufficient 

contrast. When text is presented 

over a background image, the text 

must have a background color 

defined (typically in CSS) that 

provides adequate text contrast 

when the background image is 

disabled or unavailable. WAVE does 

not identify contrast issues in text 

with CSS transparency, gradients, or 

filters. WCAG Level AAA requires a 

contrast ratio of at least 7:1 for 

normal text and 4.5:1 for large text.

1.4.3 Contrast (Minimum) (Level AA)

Errors

Contrast Errors

https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc2.4.4
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.4.3
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1

Skipped 

heading 

level

A heading level 

is skipped.

Headings provide 

document structure 

and facilitate 

keyboard navigation 

by users of assistive 

technology. These 

users may be 

confused or 

experience difficulty 

navigating when 

heading levels are 

skipped.

Restructure the document 

headings to ensure that 

heading levels are not 

skipped.

A heading level is skipped (e.g., an 

<h1> is followed by an <h3>, with 

no intermediate <h2>). Note that an 

<h1> is not required to be the first 

heading within the document.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings and 

Labels (Level AA)

1
Redundan

t link

Adjacent links go 

to the same URL.

When adjacent links 

go to the same 

location (such as a 

linked product image 

and an adjacent linked 

product name that go 

to the same product 

page) this results in 

additional navigation 

and repetition for 

keyboard and screen 

reader users.

If possible, combine the 

redundant links into one link 

and remove any redundant 

text or alternative text (for 

example, if a product image 

and product name are in the 

same link, the image can 

usually be given alt="").

Two adjacent links go to the same 

URL.
2.4.4 Link Purpose (In Context) (Level A)

1
Noscript 

element

A <noscript> 

element is 

present.

Content within 

<noscript> is 

presented if JavaScript 

is disabled. Because 

nearly all users 

(including users of 

screen readers and 

other assistive 

technologies) have 

JavaScript enabled, 

<noscript> cannot be 

used to provide an 

accessible version of 

inaccessible scripted 

content.

Ensure that scripted content 

is accessible. The <noscript> 

content will be presented to 

very few users, but must be 

accessible if used.

A <noscript> element is present.

24
Very small 

text

Text is very 

small.

Text which is very 

small is difficult to 

read, particularly for 

those with low vision.

Increase the text to a more 

readable size.

Text is present that is sized 10 pixels 

or smaller.

2
Justified 

text

Fully justified 

text is present.

Large blocks of 

justified text can 

negatively impact 

readability due to 

varying word/letter 

spacing and 'rivers of 

white' that flow 

through the text.

Remove the full justification 

from the text.

A <p>, <div>, or <td> element has 

more than 500 characters and is 

styled with text-align:justify.

Alerts

https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc2.4.4
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1
Alternativ

e text

Image 

alternative text 

is present.

Alternative text 

presents the content 

or function of an 

image to screen 

reader users or in 

other situations where 

images cannot be 

seen or are 

unavailable.

Ensure that the alternative 

text conveys the content 

and function of the image 

accurately and succinctly. 

The alt attribute should be 

equivalent, accurate, and 

succinct.

A non-empty alt attribute is present 

on an image.
1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A)

2

Linked 

image 

with 

alternativ

e text

Alternative text 

is present for an 

image that is 

within a link.

Including appropriate 

alternative text on an 

image within a link 

ensures that the 

function and purpose 

of the link and the 

content of the image 

is available to screen 

reader users or when 

images are 

unavailable.

Ensure that the alternative 

text presents the content of 

the image and/or the 

function of the link. If the full 

content and function of the 

link is presented in text 

within the link (an image and 

a text caption both within 

the same link, for example), 

then the image should 

generally be given 

empty/null alternative text 

(alt="") to avoid redundancy.

An image element has non-empty 

alternative text, is within a link, and 

no other text (or images with 

alternative text) is present within 

the link.

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A); 2.4.4 Link 

Purpose (In Context) (Level A)

17 Form label

A form label is 

present and 

associated with 

a form control.

A properly associated 

form label is 

presented to a screen 

reader user when the 

form control is 

accessed. Additionally, 

a label can be clicked 

with the mouse to set 

focus to the form 

control.

Ensure that the label is 

accurate, descriptive, 

succinct, and that it is 

associated with the correct 

form control element.

A <label> element is present and 

properly associated to <input> 

(except types of image, submit, 

reset, button, or hidden), 

<textarea>, or <select> element.

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A); 1.3.1 Info 

and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings 

and Labels (Level AA)

1 Language

The language of 

the document or 

a page element 

is identified.

Identifying the 

language of the page 

or portion of page (if 

different from the 

page itself) allows 

screen readers to read 

the content 

appropriately.

Ensure the language is 

properly identified for the 

page (e.g., <html 

lang="en">). If content 

within the page is in a 

language different than the 

page's language, identify it 

using a valid lang attribute 

value (e.g., <p lang="fr">).

A document or an element has a 

valid lang attribute value.
3.1.2 Language of Parts (Level AA)
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1
Heading 

level 1

A first level 

heading (<h1> 

element) is 

present.

Headings facilitate 

page navigation for 

users of assistive 

technologies. They 

also provide semantic 

and visual meaning 

and structure to the 

document. First level 

headings should 

contain the most 

important heading(s) 

on the page (generally 

the document title).

An <h1> element is present. An <h1> element is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings and 

Labels (Level AA)

Features

Structural Elements

https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc3.1.2
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1


2
Heading 

level 2

A second level 

heading (<h2> 

element) is 

present.

Headings facilitate 

page navigation for 

users of assistive 

technologies. They 

also provide semantic 

and visual meaning 

and structure to the 

document.

Ensure that the text in 

question is truly a heading 

and that it is structured 

correctly in the page outline.

An <h2> element is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings and 

Labels (Level AA)

2
Heading 

level 3

A third level 

heading (<h3> 

element) is 

present.

Headings facilitate 

page navigation for 

users of assistive 

technologies. They 

also provide semantic 

and visual meaning 

and structure to the 

document.

Ensure that the text in 

question is truly a heading 

and that it is structured 

correctly in the page outline.

An <h3> element is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings and 

Labels (Level AA)

6
Heading 

level 4

A fourth level 

heading (<h4> 

element) is 

present

Headings facilitate 

page navigation for 

users of assistive 

technologies. They 

also provide semantic 

and visual meaning 

and structure to the 

document.

Ensure that the text in 

question is truly a heading 

and that it is structured 

correctly in the page outline.

An <h4> element is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings and 

Labels (Level AA)

3
Unordere

d list

An unordered 

(bulleted) list 

(<ul> element) is 

present.

Unordered lists 

present a group of 

related, parallel items. 

Users of many 

assistive technologies 

can navigate by and 

within lists.

Ensure that an unordered 

(bulleted) list is appropriate 

for the context. If list items 

are sequential or numbered, 

an ordered list (<ol>) is likely 

more appropriate.

A <ul> element is present. 1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A)

1 Header

A <header> 

element or 

banner landmark 

is present.

Headers identify page 

introduction or 

navigation. They 

typically surrounds the 

site or page name, 

logo, top navigation, 

or other header 

content. Headers 

facilitate page 

semantics and 

navigation.

Ensure the header surrounds 

and defines page header 

content.

A <header> element or 

role="banner" is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A)

1
Navigatio

n

A <nav> element 

or navigation 

landmark is 

present.

The navigation 

identifies a section of 

navigation links and 

can facilitate page 

semantics and 

navigation.

Ensure the element defines 

page navigation. Multiple 

navigation elements on one 

page can be differentiated 

with ARIA labels.

A <nav> element or 

role="navigation" is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A)

1
Main 

content

A <main> 

element or main 

landmark is 

present.

The <main> element 

or role="main" 

attribute identifies the 

main content for the 

page. This facilitate 

page semantics and 

navigation.

Ensure the element 

surrounds and defines page 

main content.

A <main> element or role="main"is 

present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A)

https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1


1 Footer

A <footer> 

element or 

contentinfo 

landmark is 

present.

Footers identify a 

footer for the page or 

a page section. It 

typically identifies 

authorship, related 

links, copyright date, 

or other footer 

content. Footers 

facilitate page 

semantics and 

navigation.

Ensure the element 

surrounds and defines page 

or page section footer 

content.

A <footer> element or 

role="contentinfo" is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A)
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5 ARIA

An ARIA role, 

state, or 

property is 

present.

ARIA provides 

enhanced semantics 

and accessibility for 

web content.

Ensure the ARIA role, state, 

or property is used correctly. 

Use standard HTML 

accessibility features when 

possible. Be aware that 

support for ARIA is limited in 

older browsers and assistive 

technologies.

An ARIA role, state, or property is 

present, excluding landmark roles, 

aria-labelledby, or aria-describedby 

which are distinct WAVE items.

4.1.2 Name, Role, Value (Level A)

48 ARIA label

An aria-label or 

aria-labelledby 

attribute is 

present.

ARIA labels define 

accessible names to 

be read by screen 

readers for interface 

elements. They may 

be used when HTML 

associations (label, 

alternative text, etc.) 

are not sufficient.

Ensure the aria-label value 

or element referenced by 

aria-labelledby provides a 

descriptive, accurate label. 

When possible, use standard 

HTML <label> or other 

markup to make the 

association.

An aria-label or aria-labelledby 

attribute is present.

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A); 1.3.1 Info 

and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings 

and Labels (Level AA); 4.1.2 Name, Role, 

Value (Level A); 2.5.3 Label in Name (Level 

A)

2
ARIA 

button

An element with 

role="button" is 

present.

Elements with 

role="button" must 

function like native 

buttons. These should 

typically be replaced 

with true button 

elements.

Replace the element with a 

true button element, or 

ensure the element is 

keyboard navigable, can be 

activated with Enter or 

Space key presses (key 

detection is typically 

necessary), and provides a 

visible focus indicator.

An element (other than a button) 

has role="button".

2.1.1 Keyboard (Level A); 4.1.2 Name, Role, 

Value (Level A)

2
ARIA 

expanded

An aria-

expanded 

attribute is 

present.

The aria-expanded 

attribute indicates the 

status of content that 

can be expanded and 

collapsed.

Ensure that aria-expanded is 

used correctly (typically on a 

button that controls 

expandable content) and 

that the value (true or false) 

reflects the expansion state.

An element with an aria-expanded 

attribute is present.
4.1.2 Name, Role, Value (Level A)

1
ARIA 

popup

An element 

triggers a popup 

menu, dialog, or 

other element.

The aria-haspopup 

element, when 

applied to a button, 

indicates that 

triggering the element 

will open an ARIA 

menu, dialog, listbox, 

tree, or grid.

Ensure that the element 

triggers an ARIA menu, 

dialog, listbox, tree, or grid 

and that the aria-haspop 

attribute value aligns with 

the type of element that is 

opened.

An aria-haspopup attribute is 

present.
4.1.2 Name, Role, Value (Level A)

ARIA

https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc4.1.2
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc2.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc2.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc4.1.2
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc4.1.2
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Multiple 

form labels

A form control 

has more than 

one label 

associated with 

it.

A form control has 

more than one label 

associated with it.

Ensure that at most one 

label element is associated 

to the form control. If 

multiple form labels are 

necessary, use aria-

labelledby.

Two or more <label>s are 

associated to a single <input> 

(except types of image, submit, 

reset, button, or hidden), 

<select>, or <textarea>.

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A); 1.3.1 Info 

and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings 

and Labels (Level AA); 3.3.2 Labels or 

Instructions (Level A)

1
Empty 

button

A button is empty 

or has no value 

text.

When navigating to a 

button, descriptive 

text must be 

presented to screen 

reader users to 

indicate the function 

of the button.

Place text content within 

the <button> element or 

give the <input> element a 

value attribute.

A <button> element is present 

that contains no text content (or 

alternative text), or an <input 

type="submit">, <input 

type="button">, or <input 

type="reset"> has an empty or 

missing value attribute.

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A); 2.4.4 Link 

Purpose (In Context) (Level A)

1 Empty link
A link contains no 

text.

If a link contains no 

text, the function or 

purpose of the link will 

not be presented to 

the user. This can 

introduce confusion 

for keyboard and 

screen reader users.

Remove the empty link or 

provide text within the link 

that describes the 

functionality and/or target 

of that link.

An anchor element has an href 

attribute, but contains no text (or 

only spaces) and no images with 

alternative text.

2.4.4 Link Purpose (In Context) (Level A)
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18
Very low 

contrast

Very low contrast 

between text and 

background 

colors.

Adequate contrast of 

text is necessary for all 

users, especially users 

with low vision.

Increase the contrast 

between the foreground 

(text) color and the 

background color. Large 

text (larger than 18 point or 

14 point bold) does not 

require as much contrast as 

smaller text.

Text is present that has a contrast 

ratio less than 4.5:1, or large text 

(larger than 18 point or 14 point 

bold) has a contrast ratio less than 

3:1. WCAG requires that page 

elements have both foreground 

AND background colors defined 

(or inherited) that provide 

sufficient contrast. When text is 

presented over a background 

image, the text must have a 

background color defined 

(typically in CSS) that provides 

adequate text contrast when the 

background image is disabled or 

unavailable. WAVE does not 

identify contrast issues in text 

with CSS transparency, gradients, 

or filters. WCAG Level AAA 

requires a contrast ratio of at least 

7:1 for normal text and 4.5:1 for 

large text.

1.4.3 Contrast (Minimum) (Level AA)

Errors

Contrast Errors

https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc2.4.4
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.4.3
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2
Possible 

heading

Text appears to 

be a heading but 

is not a heading 

element.

Heading elements 

(<h1>-<h6>) provide 

important document 

structure, outlines, 

and navigation 

functionality to 

assistive technology 

users. If heading text is 

not a true heading, 

this information and 

functionality will not 

be available for that 

text.

If the paragraph is a section 

heading, use a heading 

element instead (<h1>-

<h6>).

A <p> element contains less than 

50 characters and is either: 20 

pixels or bigger; 16 pixels or bigger 

and bold and/or italicized

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings and 

Labels (Level AA)

12
Redundant 

link

Adjacent links go 

to the same URL.

When adjacent links 

go to the same 

location (such as a 

linked product image 

and an adjacent linked 

product name that go 

to the same product 

page) this results in 

additional navigation 

and repetition for 

keyboard and screen 

reader users.

If possible, combine the 

redundant links into one 

link and remove any 

redundant text or 

alternative text (for 

example, if a product image 

and product name are in 

the same link, the image 

can usually be given alt="").

Two adjacent links go to the same 

URL.
2.4.4 Link Purpose (In Context) (Level A)

1
Noscript 

element

A <noscript> 

element is 

present.

Content within 

<noscript> is 

presented if JavaScript 

is disabled. Because 

nearly all users 

(including users of 

screen readers and 

other assistive 

technologies) have 

JavaScript enabled, 

<noscript> cannot be 

used to provide an 

accessible version of 

inaccessible scripted 

content.

Ensure that scripted 

content is accessible. The 

<noscript> content will be 

presented to very few 

users, but must be 

accessible if used.

A <noscript> element is present.

24
Very small 

text
Text is very small.

Text which is very 

small is difficult to 

read, particularly for 

those with low vision.

Increase the text to a more 

readable size.

Text is present that is sized 10 

pixels or smaller.

8 Justified text
Fully justified text 

is present.

Large blocks of 

justified text can 

negatively impact 

readability due to 

varying word/letter 

spacing and 'rivers of 

white' that flow 

through the text.

Remove the full 

justification from the text.

A <p>, <div>, or <td> element has 

more than 500 characters and is 

styled with text-align:justify.

Alerts

https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc2.4.4


7
Underlined 

text

Underlined text is 

present.

Underlines almost 

universally indicates 

linked text. Consider 

removing the 

underline from the 

non-link text. Other 

styling (e.g., bold or 

italics) can be used to 

differentiate the text.

Unless there is a distinct 

need for the underlined 

text, remove the underline 

from it.

A <u> element or element with 

text-decoration:underline styles is 

present.
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16
Alternative 

text

Image alternative 

text is present.

Alternative text 

presents the content 

or function of an 

image to screen 

reader users or in 

other situations where 

images cannot be seen 

or are unavailable.

Ensure that the alternative 

text conveys the content 

and function of the image 

accurately and succinctly. 

The alt attribute should be 

equivalent, accurate, and 

succinct.

A non-empty alt attribute is 

present on an image.
1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A)

2

Null or 

empty 

alternative 

text

Alternative text is 

null or empty 

(alt="").

If an image does not 

convey content or if 

the content of the 

image is conveyed 

elsewhere (such as in a 

caption or nearby 

text), the image 

should have 

empty/null alternative 

text (alt="") to ensure 

that it is ignored by a 

screen reader and is 

hidden when images 

are disabled or 

unavailable.

Ensure that the image does 

not convey content or that 

the content of the image is 

conveyed in nearby text 

(e.g., a caption).

An image has alt="". 1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A)

2

Linked image 

with 

alternative 

text

Alternative text is 

present for an 

image that is 

within a link.

Including appropriate 

alternative text on an 

image within a link 

ensures that the 

function and purpose 

of the link and the 

content of the image is 

available to screen 

reader users or when 

images are 

unavailable.

Ensure that the alternative 

text presents the content 

of the image and/or the 

function of the link. If the 

full content and function of 

the link is presented in text 

within the link (an image 

and a text caption both 

within the same link, for 

example), then the image 

should generally be given 

empty/null alternative text 

(alt="") to avoid 

redundancy.

An image element has non-empty 

alternative text, is within a link, 

and no other text (or images with 

alternative text) is present within 

the link.

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A); 2.4.4 Link 

Purpose (In Context) (Level A)

17 Form label

A form label is 

present and 

associated with a 

form control.

A properly associated 

form label is presented 

to a screen reader 

user when the form 

control is accessed. 

Additionally, a label 

can be clicked with the 

mouse to set focus to 

the form control.

Ensure that the label is 

accurate, descriptive, 

succinct, and that it is 

associated with the correct 

form control element.

A <label> element is present and 

properly associated to <input> 

(except types of image, submit, 

reset, button, or hidden), 

<textarea>, or <select> element.

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A); 1.3.1 Info 

and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings 

and Labels (Level AA)

Features

https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1


1 Language

The language of 

the document or 

a page element is 

identified.

Identifying the 

language of the page 

or portion of page (if 

different from the 

page itself) allows 

screen readers to read 

the content 

appropriately.

Ensure the language is 

properly identified for the 

page (e.g., <html 

lang="en">). If content 

within the page is in a 

language different than the 

page's language, identify it 

using a valid lang attribute 

value (e.g., <p lang="fr">).

A document or an element has a 

valid lang attribute value.
3.1.2 Language of Parts (Level AA)

Icon Nº Name What It Means Why It Matters What To Do The Algorithm… in English Standards and Guidelines

1
Heading 

level 1

A first level 

heading (<h1> 

element) is 

present.

Headings facilitate 

page navigation for 

users of assistive 

technologies. They 

also provide semantic 

and visual meaning 

and structure to the 

document. First level 

headings should 

contain the most 

important heading(s) 

on the page (generally 

the document title).

An <h1> element is 

present.
An <h1> element is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings and 

Labels (Level AA)

21
Heading 

level 2

A second level 

heading (<h2> 

element) is 

present.

Headings facilitate 

page navigation for 

users of assistive 

technologies. They 

also provide semantic 

and visual meaning 

and structure to the 

document.

Ensure that the text in 

question is truly a heading 

and that it is structured 

correctly in the page 

outline.

An <h2> element is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings and 

Labels (Level AA)

2
Heading 

level 3

A third level 

heading (<h3> 

element) is 

present.

Headings facilitate 

page navigation for 

users of assistive 

technologies. They 

also provide semantic 

and visual meaning 

and structure to the 

document.

Ensure that the text in 

question is truly a heading 

and that it is structured 

correctly in the page 

outline.

An <h3> element is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings and 

Labels (Level AA)

4
Unordered 

list

An unordered 

(bulleted) list 

(<ul> element) is 

present.

Unordered lists 

present a group of 

related, parallel items. 

Users of many 

assistive technologies 

can navigate by and 

within lists.

Ensure that an unordered 

(bulleted) list is appropriate 

for the context. If list items 

are sequential or 

numbered, an ordered list 

(<ol>) is likely more 

appropriate.

A <ul> element is present. 1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A)

Structural Elements

https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc3.1.2
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1


1 Header

A <header> 

element or 

banner landmark 

is present.

Headers identify page 

introduction or 

navigation. They 

typically surrounds the 

site or page name, 

logo, top navigation, 

or other header 

content. Headers 

facilitate page 

semantics and 

navigation.

Ensure the header 

surrounds and defines page 

header content.

A <header> element or 

role="banner" is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A)

3 Navigation

A <nav> element 

or navigation 

landmark is 

present.

The navigation 

identifies a section of 

navigation links and 

can facilitate page 

semantics and 

navigation.

Ensure the element defines 

page navigation. Multiple 

navigation elements on one 

page can be differentiated 

with ARIA labels.

A <nav> element or 

role="navigation" is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A)

1
Main 

content

A <main> 

element or main 

landmark is 

present.

The <main> element 

or role="main" 

attribute identifies the 

main content for the 

page. This facilitate 

page semantics and 

navigation.

Ensure the element 

surrounds and defines page 

main content.

A <main> element or 

role="main"is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A)

1 Footer

A <footer> 

element or 

contentinfo 

landmark is 

present.

Footers identify a 

footer for the page or 

a page section. It 

typically identifies 

authorship, related 

links, copyright date, 

or other footer 

content. Footers 

facilitate page 

semantics and 

navigation.

Ensure the element 

surrounds and defines page 

or page section footer 

content.

A <footer> element or 

role="contentinfo" is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A)
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14 ARIA

An ARIA role, 

state, or property 

is present.

ARIA provides 

enhanced semantics 

and accessibility for 

web content.

Ensure the ARIA role, state, 

or property is used 

correctly. Use standard 

HTML accessibility features 

when possible. Be aware 

that support for ARIA is 

limited in older browsers 

and assistive technologies.

An ARIA role, state, or property is 

present, excluding landmark roles, 

aria-labelledby, or aria-

describedby which are distinct 

WAVE items.

4.1.2 Name, Role, Value (Level A)

66 ARIA label

An aria-label or 

aria-labelledby 

attribute is 

present.

ARIA labels define 

accessible names to be 

read by screen readers 

for interface elements. 

They may be used 

when HTML 

associations (label, 

alternative text, etc.) 

are not sufficient.

Ensure the aria-label value 

or element referenced by 

aria-labelledby provides a 

descriptive, accurate label. 

When possible, use 

standard HTML <label> or 

other markup to make the 

association.

An aria-label or aria-labelledby 

attribute is present.

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A); 1.3.1 Info 

and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings 

and Labels (Level AA); 4.1.2 Name, Role, 

Value (Level A); 2.5.3 Label in Name (Level 

A)

ARIA

https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc4.1.2
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1


2 ARIA button

An element with 

role="button" is 

present.

Elements with 

role="button" must 

function like native 

buttons. These should 

typically be replaced 

with true button 

elements.

Replace the element with a 

true button element, or 

ensure the element is 

keyboard navigable, can be 

activated with Enter or 

Space key presses (key 

detection is typically 

necessary), and provides a 

visible focus indicator.

An element (other than a button) 

has role="button".

2.1.1 Keyboard (Level A); 4.1.2 Name, Role, 

Value (Level A)

3
ARIA 

expanded

An aria-expanded 

attribute is 

present.

The aria-expanded 

attribute indicates the 

status of content that 

can be expanded and 

collapsed.

Ensure that aria-expanded 

is used correctly (typically 

on a button that controls 

expandable content) and 

that the value (true or 

false) reflects the 

expansion state.

An element with an aria-expanded 

attribute is present.
4.1.2 Name, Role, Value (Level A)

1 ARIA popup

An element 

triggers a popup 

menu, dialog, or 

other element.

The aria-haspopup 

element, when applied 

to a button, indicates 

that triggering the 

element will open an 

ARIA menu, dialog, 

listbox, tree, or grid.

Ensure that the element 

triggers an ARIA menu, 

dialog, listbox, tree, or grid 

and that the aria-haspop 

attribute value aligns with 

the type of element that is 

opened.

An aria-haspopup attribute is 

present.
4.1.2 Name, Role, Value (Level A)

https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc2.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc2.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc4.1.2
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc4.1.2
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15
Multiple form 

labels

A form control 

has more than 

one label 

associated with 

it.

A form control has 

more than one label 

associated with it.

Ensure that at most one 

label element is associated 

to the form control. If 

multiple form labels are 

necessary, use aria-

labelledby.

Two or more <label>s are 

associated to a single <input> 

(except types of image, submit, 

reset, button, or hidden), 

<select>, or <textarea>.

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A); 1.3.1 Info 

and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings 

and Labels (Level AA); 3.3.2 Labels or 

Instructions (Level A)

1 Empty button

A button is 

empty or has no 

value text.

When navigating to a 

button, descriptive 

text must be 

presented to screen 

reader users to 

indicate the function 

of the button.

Place text content within 

the <button> element or 

give the <input> element a 

value attribute.

A <button> element is present 

that contains no text content (or 

alternative text), or an <input 

type="submit">, <input 

type="button">, or <input 

type="reset"> has an empty or 

missing value attribute.

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A); 2.4.4 Link 

Purpose (In Context) (Level A)

1 Empty link
A link contains 

no text.

If a link contains no 

text, the function or 

purpose of the link 

will not be presented 

to the user. This can 

introduce confusion 

for keyboard and 

screen reader users.

Remove the empty link or 

provide text within the link 

that describes the 

functionality and/or target 

of that link.

An anchor element has an href 

attribute, but contains no text (or 

only spaces) and no images with 

alternative text.

2.4.4 Link Purpose (In Context) (Level A)

Icon Nº Name What It Means Why It Matters What To Do The Algorithm… in English Standards and Guidelines

6
Very low 

contrast

Very low 

contrast 

between text 

and background 

colors.

Adequate contrast of 

text is necessary for 

all users, especially 

users with low vision.

Increase the contrast 

between the foreground 

(text) color and the 

background color. Large 

text (larger than 18 point or 

14 point bold) does not 

require as much contrast as 

smaller text.

Text is present that has a contrast 

ratio less than 4.5:1, or large text 

(larger than 18 point or 14 point 

bold) has a contrast ratio less 

than 3:1. WCAG requires that 

page elements have both 

foreground AND background 

colors defined (or inherited) that 

provide sufficient contrast. When 

text is presented over a 

background image, the text must 

have a background color defined 

(typically in CSS) that provides 

adequate text contrast when the 

background image is disabled or 

unavailable. WAVE does not 

identify contrast issues in text 

with CSS transparency, gradients, 

or filters. WCAG Level AAA 

requires a contrast ratio of at 

least 7:1 for normal text and 4.5:1 

for large text.

1.4.3 Contrast (Minimum) (Level AA)

Errors

Contrast Errors

https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc2.4.4
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.4.3
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1
Skipped 

heading level

A heading level is 

skipped.

Headings provide 

document structure 

and facilitate 

keyboard navigation 

by users of assistive 

technology. These 

users may be 

confused or 

experience difficulty 

navigating when 

heading levels are 

skipped.

Restructure the document 

headings to ensure that 

heading levels are not 

skipped.

A heading level is skipped (e.g., an 

<h1> is followed by an <h3>, with 

no intermediate <h2>). Note that 

an <h1> is not required to be the 

first heading within the 

document.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings and 

Labels (Level AA)

9
Redundant 

link

Adjacent links go 

to the same URL.

When adjacent links 

go to the same 

location (such as a 

linked product image 

and an adjacent 

linked product name 

that go to the same 

product page) this 

results in additional 

navigation and 

repetition for 

keyboard and screen 

reader users.

If possible, combine the 

redundant links into one 

link and remove any 

redundant text or 

alternative text (for 

example, if a product image 

and product name are in 

the same link, the image 

can usually be given alt="").

Two adjacent links go to the same 

URL.
2.4.4 Link Purpose (In Context) (Level A)

1
Noscript 

element

A <noscript> 

element is 

present.

Content within 

<noscript> is 

presented if 

JavaScript is disabled. 

Because nearly all 

users (including users 

of screen readers and 

other assistive 

technologies) have 

JavaScript enabled, 

<noscript> cannot be 

used to provide an 

accessible version of 

inaccessible scripted 

content.

Ensure that scripted 

content is accessible. The 

<noscript> content will be 

presented to very few 

users, but must be 

accessible if used.

A <noscript> element is present.

24
Very small 

text

Text is very 

small.

Text which is very 

small is difficult to 

read, particularly for 

those with low vision.

Increase the text to a more 

readable size.

Text is present that is sized 10 

pixels or smaller.

Alerts

https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc2.4.4
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9

Linked image 

with 

alternative 

text

Alternative text 

is present for an 

image that is 

within a link.

Including appropriate 

alternative text on an 

image within a link 

ensures that the 

function and purpose 

of the link and the 

content of the image 

is available to screen 

reader users or when 

images are 

unavailable.

Ensure that the alternative 

text presents the content of 

the image and/or the 

function of the link. If the 

full content and function of 

the link is presented in text 

within the link (an image 

and a text caption both 

within the same link, for 

example), then the image 

should generally be given 

empty/null alternative text 

(alt="") to avoid 

redundancy.

An image element has non-empty 

alternative text, is within a link, 

and no other text (or images with 

alternative text) is present within 

the link.

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A); 2.4.4 Link 

Purpose (In Context) (Level A)

17 Form label

A form label is 

present and 

associated with a 

form control.

A properly associated 

form label is 

presented to a screen 

reader user when the 

form control is 

accessed. 

Additionally, a label 

can be clicked with 

the mouse to set 

focus to the form 

control.

Ensure that the label is 

accurate, descriptive, 

succinct, and that it is 

associated with the correct 

form control element.

A <label> element is present and 

properly associated to <input> 

(except types of image, submit, 

reset, button, or hidden), 

<textarea>, or <select> element.

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A); 1.3.1 Info 

and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings 

and Labels (Level AA)

1 Language

The language of 

the document or 

a page element 

is identified.

Identifying the 

language of the page 

or portion of page (if 

different from the 

page itself) allows 

screen readers to 

read the content 

appropriately.

Ensure the language is 

properly identified for the 

page (e.g., <html 

lang="en">). If content 

within the page is in a 

language different than the 

page's language, identify it 

using a valid lang attribute 

value (e.g., <p lang="fr">).

A document or an element has a 

valid lang attribute value.
3.1.2 Language of Parts (Level AA)
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1
Heading level 

1

A first level 

heading (<h1> 

element) is 

present.

Headings facilitate 

page navigation for 

users of assistive 

technologies. They 

also provide semantic 

and visual meaning 

and structure to the 

document. First level 

headings should 

contain the most 

important heading(s) 

on the page 

(generally the 

document title).

An <h1> element is present. An <h1> element is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings and 

Labels (Level AA)

Features

Structural Elements

https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc3.1.2
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1


8
Heading level 

4

A fourth level 

heading (<h4> 

element) is 

present

Headings facilitate 

page navigation for 

users of assistive 

technologies. They 

also provide semantic 

and visual meaning 

and structure to the 

document.

Ensure that the text in 

question is truly a heading 

and that it is structured 

correctly in the page 

outline.

An <h4> element is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings and 

Labels (Level AA)

1 Ordered list

An ordered 

(numbered) list 

(<ol> element) is 

present.

Ordered lists present 

a group of related 

sequential items. 

Users of assistive 

technologies can 

navigate by and 

within lists.

Ensure that an ordered 

(numbered) list is 

appropriate for the context. 

If list items are parallel or 

the order of the items is not 

important, an unordered list 

(<ul>) is likely more 

appropriate.

An <ol> element is present. 1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A)

3
Unordered 

list

An unordered 

(bulleted) list 

(<ul> element) is 

present.

Unordered lists 

present a group of 

related, parallel 

items. Users of many 

assistive technologies 

can navigate by and 

within lists.

Ensure that an unordered 

(bulleted) list is appropriate 

for the context. If list items 

are sequential or 

numbered, an ordered list 

(<ol>) is likely more 

appropriate.

A <ul> element is present. 1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A)

1 Header

A <header> 

element or 

banner landmark 

is present.

Headers identify page 

introduction or 

navigation. They 

typically surrounds 

the site or page 

name, logo, top 

navigation, or other 

header content. 

Headers facilitate 

page semantics and 

navigation.

Ensure the header 

surrounds and defines page 

header content.

A <header> element or 

role="banner" is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A)

3 Navigation

A <nav> element 

or navigation 

landmark is 

present.

The navigation 

identifies a section of 

navigation links and 

can facilitate page 

semantics and 

navigation.

Ensure the element defines 

page navigation. Multiple 

navigation elements on one 

page can be differentiated 

with ARIA labels.

A <nav> element or 

role="navigation" is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A)

1 Main content

A <main> 

element or main 

landmark is 

present.

The <main> element 

or role="main" 

attribute identifies 

the main content for 

the page. This 

facilitate page 

semantics and 

navigation.

Ensure the element 

surrounds and defines page 

main content.

A <main> element or 

role="main"is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A)

https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
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1 Footer

A <footer> 

element or 

contentinfo 

landmark is 

present.

Footers identify a 

footer for the page or 

a page section. It 

typically identifies 

authorship, related 

links, copyright date, 

or other footer 

content. Footers 

facilitate page 

semantics and 

navigation.

Ensure the element 

surrounds and defines page 

or page section footer 

content.

A <footer> element or 

role="contentinfo" is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A)
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5 ARIA

An ARIA role, 

state, or 

property is 

present.

ARIA provides 

enhanced semantics 

and accessibility for 

web content.

Ensure the ARIA role, state, 

or property is used 

correctly. Use standard 

HTML accessibility features 

when possible. Be aware 

that support for ARIA is 

limited in older browsers 

and assistive technologies.

An ARIA role, state, or property is 

present, excluding landmark 

roles, aria-labelledby, or aria-

describedby which are distinct 

WAVE items.

4.1.2 Name, Role, Value (Level A)

37 ARIA label

An aria-label or 

aria-labelledby 

attribute is 

present.

ARIA labels define 

accessible names to 

be read by screen 

readers for interface 

elements. They may 

be used when HTML 

associations (label, 

alternative text, etc.) 

are not sufficient.

Ensure the aria-label value 

or element referenced by 

aria-labelledby provides a 

descriptive, accurate label. 

When possible, use 

standard HTML <label> or 

other markup to make the 

association.

An aria-label or aria-labelledby 

attribute is present.

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A); 1.3.1 Info 

and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings 

and Labels (Level AA); 4.1.2 Name, Role, 

Value (Level A); 2.5.3 Label in Name (Level 

A)

2 ARIA button

An element with 

role="button" is 

present.

Elements with 

role="button" must 

function like native 

buttons. These should 

typically be replaced 

with true button 

elements.

Replace the element with a 

true button element, or 

ensure the element is 

keyboard navigable, can be 

activated with Enter or 

Space key presses (key 

detection is typically 

necessary), and provides a 

visible focus indicator.

An element (other than a button) 

has role="button".

2.1.1 Keyboard (Level A); 4.1.2 Name, Role, 

Value (Level A)

2
ARIA 

expanded

An aria-

expanded 

attribute is 

present.

The aria-expanded 

attribute indicates 

the status of content 

that can be expanded 

and collapsed.

Ensure that aria-expanded 

is used correctly (typically 

on a button that controls 

expandable content) and 

that the value (true or false) 

reflects the expansion state.

An element with an aria-

expanded attribute is present.
4.1.2 Name, Role, Value (Level A)

1 ARIA popup

An element 

triggers a popup 

menu, dialog, or 

other element.

The aria-haspopup 

element, when 

applied to a button, 

indicates that 

triggering the 

element will open an 

ARIA menu, dialog, 

listbox, tree, or grid.

Ensure that the element 

triggers an ARIA menu, 

dialog, listbox, tree, or grid 

and that the aria-haspop 

attribute value aligns with 

the type of element that is 

opened.

An aria-haspopup attribute is 

present.
4.1.2 Name, Role, Value (Level A)

ARIA
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15
Multiple 

form labels

A form control 

has more than 

one label 

associated with 

it.

A form control has 

more than one label 

associated with it.

Ensure that at most one 

label element is associated 

to the form control. If 

multiple form labels are 

necessary, use aria-

labelledby.

Two or more <label>s are 

associated to a single <input> 

(except types of image, submit, 

reset, button, or hidden), 

<select>, or <textarea>.

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A); 1.3.1 

Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.6 

Headings and Labels (Level AA); 3.3.2 

Labels or Instructions (Level A)

1
Empty 

button

A button is 

empty or has no 

value text.

When navigating to a 

button, descriptive 

text must be 

presented to screen 

reader users to 

indicate the function 

of the button.

Place text content within 

the <button> element or 

give the <input> element a 

value attribute.

A <button> element is present 

that contains no text content (or 

alternative text), or an <input 

type="submit">, <input 

type="button">, or <input 

type="reset"> has an empty or 

missing value attribute.

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A); 2.4.4 

Link Purpose (In Context) (Level A)

1 Empty link
A link contains 

no text.

If a link contains no 

text, the function or 

purpose of the link will 

not be presented to 

the user. This can 

introduce confusion 

for keyboard and 

screen reader users.

Remove the empty link or 

provide text within the link 

that describes the 

functionality and/or target 

of that link.

An anchor element has an href 

attribute, but contains no text 

(or only spaces) and no images 

with alternative text.

2.4.4 Link Purpose (In Context) (Level A)

Icon Nº Name What It Means Why It Matters What To Do The Algorithm… in English Standards and Guidelines

9
Very low 

contrast

Very low contrast 

between text 

and background 

colors.

Adequate contrast of 

text is necessary for all 

users, especially users 

with low vision.

Increase the contrast 

between the foreground 

(text) color and the 

background color. Large text 

(larger than 18 point or 14 

point bold) does not require 

as much contrast as smaller 

text.

Text is present that has a 

contrast ratio less than 4.5:1, or 

large text (larger than 18 point or 

14 point bold) has a contrast 

ratio less than 3:1. WCAG 

requires that page elements have 

both foreground AND 

background colors defined (or 

inherited) that provide sufficient 

contrast. When text is presented 

over a background image, the 

text must have a background 

color defined (typically in CSS) 

that provides adequate text 

contrast when the background 

image is disabled or unavailable. 

WAVE does not identify contrast 

issues in text with CSS 

transparency, gradients, or 

filters. WCAG Level AAA requires 

a contrast ratio of at least 7:1 for 

normal text and 4.5:1 for large 

text.

1.4.3 Contrast (Minimum) (Level AA)

Errors

Contrast Errors
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1
Possible 

heading

Text appears to 

be a heading but 

is not a heading 

element.

Heading elements 

(<h1>-<h6>) provide 

important document 

structure, outlines, 

and navigation 

functionality to 

assistive technology 

users. If heading text is 

not a true heading, 

this information and 

functionality will not 

be available for that 

text.

If the paragraph is a section 

heading, use a heading 

element instead (<h1>-

<h6>).

A <p> element contains less than 

50 characters and is either: 20 

pixels or bigger; 16 pixels or 

bigger and bold and/or italicized

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 

2.4.1 Bypass Blocks (Level A); 2.4.6 

Headings and Labels (Level AA)

47
Redundant 

link

Adjacent links go 

to the same URL.

When adjacent links 

go to the same 

location (such as a 

linked product image 

and an adjacent linked 

product name that go 

to the same product 

page) this results in 

additional navigation 

and repetition for 

keyboard and screen 

reader users.

If possible, combine the 

redundant links into one link 

and remove any redundant 

text or alternative text (for 

example, if a product image 

and product name are in the 

same link, the image can 

usually be given alt="").

Two adjacent links go to the 

same URL.
2.4.4 Link Purpose (In Context) (Level A)

1
Noscript 

element

A <noscript> 

element is 

present.

Content within 

<noscript> is 

presented if JavaScript 

is disabled. Because 

nearly all users 

(including users of 

screen readers and 

other assistive 

technologies) have 

JavaScript enabled, 

<noscript> cannot be 

used to provide an 

accessible version of 

inaccessible scripted 

content.

Ensure that scripted content 

is accessible. The <noscript> 

content will be presented to 

very few users, but must be 

accessible if used.

A <noscript> element is present.

24
Very small 

text

Text is very 

small.

Text which is very 

small is difficult to 

read, particularly for 

those with low vision.

Increase the text to a more 

readable size.

Text is present that is sized 10 

pixels or smaller.

8 Justified text
Fully justified 

text is present.

Large blocks of 

justified text can 

negatively impact 

readability due to 

varying word/letter 

spacing and 'rivers of 

white' that flow 

through the text.

Remove the full justification 

from the text.

A <p>, <div>, or <td> element 

has more than 500 characters 

and is styled with text-

align:justify.

Alerts
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4
HTML5 video 

or audio

A <video> or 

<audio> element 

is present.

<video> defines video, 

such as a movie clip or 

other video streams. 

<audio> defines 

sound, such as music 

or other audio 

streams. Audio 

content must be 

presented in a text 

format to be fully 

accessible to users 

who are deaf and hard 

of hearing. Video 

content with audio 

must have 

synchronized captions 

and a transcript. Audio-

only content must 

have a transcript.

For video content with 

audio, ensure that 

synchronized captioning and 

a transcript is provided. For 

audio-only content, ensure 

that a transcript is provided.

A <video> or <audio> element is 

present. Note that WAVE does 

not analyze fall-back content 

within the <video> or <audio> 

element. This content should be 

accessible because it will be 

presented to the user if the video 

or audio content is not 

supported.

1.2.1 Prerecorded Audio-only and Video-

only (Level A); 1.2.2 Captions 

(Prerecorded) (Level A); 1.2.3 Audio 

Description or Media Alternative 

(Prerecorded) (Level A); 1.2.5 Audio 

Description (Prerecorded) (Level AA); 

1.4.2 Audio Control (Level A)

Icon Nº Name What It Means Why It Matters What To Do The Algorithm… in English Standards and Guidelines

3
Alternative 

text

Image alternative 

text is present.

Alternative text 

presents the content 

or function of an 

image to screen 

reader users or in 

other situations where 

images cannot be seen 

or are unavailable.

Ensure that the alternative 

text conveys the content 

and function of the image 

accurately and succinctly. 

The alt attribute should be 

equivalent, accurate, and 

succinct.

A non-empty alt attribute is 

present on an image.
1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A)

2

Linked image 

with 

alternative 

text

Alternative text 

is present for an 

image that is 

within a link.

Including appropriate 

alternative text on an 

image within a link 

ensures that the 

function and purpose 

of the link and the 

content of the image is 

available to screen 

reader users or when 

images are 

unavailable.

Ensure that the alternative 

text presents the content of 

the image and/or the 

function of the link. If the 

full content and function of 

the link is presented in text 

within the link (an image 

and a text caption both 

within the same link, for 

example), then the image 

should generally be given 

empty/null alternative text 

(alt="") to avoid 

redundancy.

An image element has non-

empty alternative text, is within 

a link, and no other text (or 

images with alternative text) is 

present within the link.

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A); 2.4.4 

Link Purpose (In Context) (Level A)

17 Form label

A form label is 

present and 

associated with a 

form control.

A properly associated 

form label is presented 

to a screen reader 

user when the form 

control is accessed. 

Additionally, a label 

can be clicked with the 

mouse to set focus to 

the form control.

Ensure that the label is 

accurate, descriptive, 

succinct, and that it is 

associated with the correct 

form control element.

A <label> element is present and 

properly associated to <input> 

(except types of image, submit, 

reset, button, or hidden), 

<textarea>, or <select> element.

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A); 1.3.1 

Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.6 

Headings and Labels (Level AA)
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1 Language

The language of 

the document or 

a page element is 

identified.

Identifying the 

language of the page 

or portion of page (if 

different from the 

page itself) allows 

screen readers to read 

the content 

appropriately.

Ensure the language is 

properly identified for the 

page (e.g., <html 

lang="en">). If content 

within the page is in a 

language different than the 

page's language, identify it 

using a valid lang attribute 

value (e.g., <p lang="fr">).

A document or an element has a 

valid lang attribute value.
3.1.2 Language of Parts (Level AA)

Icon Nº Name What It Means Why It Matters What To Do The Algorithm… in English Standards and Guidelines

1
Heading level 

1

A first level 

heading (<h1> 

element) is 

present.

Headings facilitate 

page navigation for 

users of assistive 

technologies. They 

also provide semantic 

and visual meaning 

and structure to the 

document. First level 

headings should 

contain the most 

important heading(s) 

on the page (generally 

the document title).

An <h1> element is present. An <h1> element is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 

2.4.1 Bypass Blocks (Level A); 2.4.6 

Headings and Labels (Level AA)

7
Heading level 

2

A second level 

heading (<h2> 

element) is 

present.

Headings facilitate 

page navigation for 

users of assistive 

technologies. They 

also provide semantic 

and visual meaning 

and structure to the 

document.

Ensure that the text in 

question is truly a heading 

and that it is structured 

correctly in the page outline.

An <h2> element is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 

2.4.1 Bypass Blocks (Level A); 2.4.6 

Headings and Labels (Level AA)

8
Heading level 

3

A third level 

heading (<h3> 

element) is 

present.

Headings facilitate 

page navigation for 

users of assistive 

technologies. They 

also provide semantic 

and visual meaning 

and structure to the 

document.

Ensure that the text in 

question is truly a heading 

and that it is structured 

correctly in the page outline.

An <h3> element is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 

2.4.1 Bypass Blocks (Level A); 2.4.6 

Headings and Labels (Level AA)

1
Heading level 

4

A fourth level 

heading (<h4> 

element) is 

present

Headings facilitate 

page navigation for 

users of assistive 

technologies. They 

also provide semantic 

and visual meaning 

and structure to the 

document.

Ensure that the text in 

question is truly a heading 

and that it is structured 

correctly in the page outline.

An <h4> element is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 

2.4.1 Bypass Blocks (Level A); 2.4.6 

Headings and Labels (Level AA)

1 Ordered list

An ordered 

(numbered) list 

(<ol> element) is 

present.

Ordered lists present a 

group of related 

sequential items. 

Users of assistive 

technologies can 

navigate by and within 

lists.

Ensure that an ordered 

(numbered) list is 

appropriate for the context. 

If list items are parallel or 

the order of the items is not 

important, an unordered list 

(<ul>) is likely more 

appropriate.

An <ol> element is present. 1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A)

Structural Elements
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3
Unordered 

list

An unordered 

(bulleted) list 

(<ul> element) is 

present.

Unordered lists 

present a group of 

related, parallel items. 

Users of many 

assistive technologies 

can navigate by and 

within lists.

Ensure that an unordered 

(bulleted) list is appropriate 

for the context. If list items 

are sequential or numbered, 

an ordered list (<ol>) is likely 

more appropriate.

A <ul> element is present. 1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A)

1 Header

A <header> 

element or 

banner landmark 

is present.

Headers identify page 

introduction or 

navigation. They 

typically surrounds the 

site or page name, 

logo, top navigation, 

or other header 

content. Headers 

facilitate page 

semantics and 

navigation.

Ensure the header 

surrounds and defines page 

header content.

A <header> element or 

role="banner" is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 

2.4.1 Bypass Blocks (Level A)

3 Navigation

A <nav> element 

or navigation 

landmark is 

present.

The navigation 

identifies a section of 

navigation links and 

can facilitate page 

semantics and 

navigation.

Ensure the element defines 

page navigation. Multiple 

navigation elements on one 

page can be differentiated 

with ARIA labels.

A <nav> element or 

role="navigation" is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 

2.4.1 Bypass Blocks (Level A)

1 Main content

A <main> 

element or main 

landmark is 

present.

The <main> element 

or role="main" 

attribute identifies the 

main content for the 

page. This facilitate 

page semantics and 

navigation.

Ensure the element 

surrounds and defines page 

main content.

A <main> element or 

role="main"is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 

2.4.1 Bypass Blocks (Level A)

1 Footer

A <footer> 

element or 

contentinfo 

landmark is 

present.

Footers identify a 

footer for the page or 

a page section. It 

typically identifies 

authorship, related 

links, copyright date, 

or other footer 

content. Footers 

facilitate page 

semantics and 

navigation.

Ensure the element 

surrounds and defines page 

or page section footer 

content.

A <footer> element or 

role="contentinfo" is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 

2.4.1 Bypass Blocks (Level A)
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5 ARIA

An ARIA role, 

state, or 

property is 

present.

ARIA provides 

enhanced semantics 

and accessibility for 

web content.

Ensure the ARIA role, state, 

or property is used 

correctly. Use standard 

HTML accessibility features 

when possible. Be aware 

that support for ARIA is 

limited in older browsers 

and assistive technologies.

An ARIA role, state, or property is 

present, excluding landmark 

roles, aria-labelledby, or aria-

describedby which are distinct 

WAVE items.

4.1.2 Name, Role, Value (Level A)

ARIA
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38 ARIA label

An aria-label or 

aria-labelledby 

attribute is 

present.

ARIA labels define 

accessible names to be 

read by screen readers 

for interface elements. 

They may be used 

when HTML 

associations (label, 

alternative text, etc.) 

are not sufficient.

Ensure the aria-label value 

or element referenced by 

aria-labelledby provides a 

descriptive, accurate label. 

When possible, use standard 

HTML <label> or other 

markup to make the 

association.

An aria-label or aria-labelledby 

attribute is present.

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A); 1.3.1 

Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.6 

Headings and Labels (Level AA); 4.1.2 

Name, Role, Value (Level A); 2.5.3 Label 

in Name (Level A)

2 ARIA button

An element with 

role="button" is 

present.

Elements with 

role="button" must 

function like native 

buttons. These should 

typically be replaced 

with true button 

elements.

Replace the element with a 

true button element, or 

ensure the element is 

keyboard navigable, can be 

activated with Enter or 

Space key presses (key 

detection is typically 

necessary), and provides a 

visible focus indicator.

An element (other than a button) 

has role="button".

2.1.1 Keyboard (Level A); 4.1.2 Name, 

Role, Value (Level A)

2
ARIA 

expanded

An aria-expanded 

attribute is 

present.

The aria-expanded 

attribute indicates the 

status of content that 

can be expanded and 

collapsed.

Ensure that aria-expanded is 

used correctly (typically on a 

button that controls 

expandable content) and 

that the value (true or false) 

reflects the expansion state.

An element with an aria-

expanded attribute is present.
4.1.2 Name, Role, Value (Level A)

1 ARIA popup

An element 

triggers a popup 

menu, dialog, or 

other element.

The aria-haspopup 

element, when applied 

to a button, indicates 

that triggering the 

element will open an 

ARIA menu, dialog, 

listbox, tree, or grid.

Ensure that the element 

triggers an ARIA menu, 

dialog, listbox, tree, or grid 

and that the aria-haspop 

attribute value aligns with 

the type of element that is 

opened.

An aria-haspopup attribute is 

present.
4.1.2 Name, Role, Value (Level A)
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https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc2.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc2.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc4.1.2
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc4.1.2
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15
Multiple form 

labels

A form control has 

more than one label 

associated with it.

A form control has 

more than one label 

associated with it.

Ensure that at most one 

label element is associated 

to the form control. If 

multiple form labels are 

necessary, use aria-

labelledby.

Two or more <label>s are associated 

to a single <input> (except types of 

image, submit, reset, button, or 

hidden), <select>, or <textarea>.

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A); 1.3.1 Info 

and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings 

and Labels (Level AA); 3.3.2 Labels or 

Instructions (Level A)

1 Empty button
A button is empty or 

has no value text.

When navigating to a 

button, descriptive 

text must be 

presented to screen 

reader users to 

indicate the function 

of the button.

Place text content within 

the <button> element or 

give the <input> element a 

value attribute.

A <button> element is present that 

contains no text content (or 

alternative text), or an <input 

type="submit">, <input 

type="button">, or <input 

type="reset"> has an empty or 

missing value attribute.

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A); 2.4.4 Link 

Purpose (In Context) (Level A)

1 Empty link A link contains no text.

If a link contains no 

text, the function or 

purpose of the link will 

not be presented to 

the user. This can 

introduce confusion 

for keyboard and 

screen reader users.

Remove the empty link or 

provide text within the link 

that describes the 

functionality and/or target 

of that link.

An anchor element has an href 

attribute, but contains no text (or 

only spaces) and no images with 

alternative text.

2.4.4 Link Purpose (In Context) (Level A)

Icon Nº Name What It Means Why It Matters What To Do The Algorithm… in English Standards and Guidelines

7
Very low 

contrast

Very low contrast 

between text and 

background colors.

Adequate contrast of 

text is necessary for all 

users, especially users 

with low vision.

Increase the contrast 

between the foreground 

(text) color and the 

background color. Large text 

(larger than 18 point or 14 

point bold) does not require 

as much contrast as smaller 

text.

Text is present that has a contrast 

ratio less than 4.5:1, or large text 

(larger than 18 point or 14 point 

bold) has a contrast ratio less than 

3:1. WCAG requires that page 

elements have both foreground AND 

background colors defined (or 

inherited) that provide sufficient 

contrast. When text is presented 

over a background image, the text 

must have a background color 

defined (typically in CSS) that 

provides adequate text contrast 

when the background image is 

disabled or unavailable. WAVE does 

not identify contrast issues in text 

with CSS transparency, gradients, or 

filters. WCAG Level AAA requires a 

contrast ratio of at least 7:1 for 

normal text and 4.5:1 for large text.

1.4.3 Contrast (Minimum) (Level AA)

Errors

Contrast Errors

https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc2.4.4
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.4.3
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1
Skipped 

heading level

A heading level is 

skipped.

Headings provide 

document structure 

and facilitate keyboard 

navigation by users of 

assistive technology. 

These users may be 

confused or 

experience difficulty 

navigating when 

heading levels are 

skipped.

Restructure the document 

headings to ensure that 

heading levels are not 

skipped.

A heading level is skipped (e.g., an 

<h1> is followed by an <h3>, with no 

intermediate <h2>). Note that an 

<h1> is not required to be the first 

heading within the document.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings and 

Labels (Level AA)

9

A nearby 

image has the 

same 

alternative 

text

Two images near each 

other have the same 

alternative text.

When two images 

have the same 

alternative text, this 

often causes 

redundancy or 

indicates incorrect 

alternative text.

Ensure that the alternative 

text for each image or image 

button is appropriate while 

removing unnecessary 

redundancy. If the content 

of the image is already 

conveyed elsewhere 

(through text or the 

alternative text of a nearby 

image) or if the image does 

not convey content, the 

image may generally be 

given empty/null alternative 

text (alt=""). Image buttons 

always convey a specific 

function, and thus cannot 

be given null alternative 

text.

The same alternative text (case 

insensitive, but not null/empty) is 

present for two images or image 

buttons (<input type='image'>) near 

each other (no more than 2 other 

images separate them).

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A)

47
Redundant 

link

Adjacent links go to 

the same URL.

When adjacent links 

go to the same 

location (such as a 

linked product image 

and an adjacent linked 

product name that go 

to the same product 

page) this results in 

additional navigation 

and repetition for 

keyboard and screen 

reader users.

If possible, combine the 

redundant links into one link 

and remove any redundant 

text or alternative text (for 

example, if a product image 

and product name are in the 

same link, the image can 

usually be given alt="").

Two adjacent links go to the same 

URL.
2.4.4 Link Purpose (In Context) (Level A)

1
Noscript 

element

A <noscript> element 

is present.

Content within 

<noscript> is 

presented if JavaScript 

is disabled. Because 

nearly all users 

(including users of 

screen readers and 

other assistive 

technologies) have 

JavaScript enabled, 

<noscript> cannot be 

used to provide an 

accessible version of 

inaccessible scripted 

content.

Ensure that scripted content 

is accessible. The <noscript> 

content will be presented to 

very few users, but must be 

accessible if used.

A <noscript> element is present.

24 Very small text Text is very small.

Text which is very 

small is difficult to 

read, particularly for 

those with low vision.

Increase the text to a more 

readable size.

Text is present that is sized 10 pixels 

or smaller.

Alerts

https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc2.4.4
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48

Linked image 

with 

alternative 

text

Alternative text is 

present for an image 

that is within a link.

Including appropriate 

alternative text on an 

image within a link 

ensures that the 

function and purpose 

of the link and the 

content of the image is 

available to screen 

reader users or when 

images are 

unavailable.

Ensure that the alternative 

text presents the content of 

the image and/or the 

function of the link. If the 

full content and function of 

the link is presented in text 

within the link (an image 

and a text caption both 

within the same link, for 

example), then the image 

should generally be given 

empty/null alternative text 

(alt="") to avoid 

redundancy.

An image element has non-empty 

alternative text, is within a link, and 

no other text (or images with 

alternative text) is present within 

the link.

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A); 2.4.4 Link 

Purpose (In Context) (Level A)

17 Form label

A form label is present 

and associated with a 

form control.

A properly associated 

form label is 

presented to a screen 

reader user when the 

form control is 

accessed. Additionally, 

a label can be clicked 

with the mouse to set 

focus to the form 

control.

Ensure that the label is 

accurate, descriptive, 

succinct, and that it is 

associated with the correct 

form control element.

A <label> element is present and 

properly associated to <input> 

(except types of image, submit, 

reset, button, or hidden), 

<textarea>, or <select> element.

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A); 1.3.1 Info 

and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings 

and Labels (Level AA)

1 Language

The language of the 

document or a page 

element is identified.

Identifying the 

language of the page 

or portion of page (if 

different from the 

page itself) allows 

screen readers to read 

the content 

appropriately.

Ensure the language is 

properly identified for the 

page (e.g., <html 

lang="en">). If content 

within the page is in a 

language different than the 

page's language, identify it 

using a valid lang attribute 

value (e.g., <p lang="fr">).

A document or an element has a 

valid lang attribute value.
3.1.2 Language of Parts (Level AA)

Icon Nº Name What It Means Why It Matters What To Do The Algorithm… in English Standards and Guidelines

1
Heading level 

1

A first level heading 

(<h1> element) is 

present.

Headings facilitate 

page navigation for 

users of assistive 

technologies. They 

also provide semantic 

and visual meaning 

and structure to the 

document. First level 

headings should 

contain the most 

important heading(s) 

on the page (generally 

the document title).

An <h1> element is present. An <h1> element is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings and 

Labels (Level AA)

2
Heading level 

2

A second level heading 

(<h2> element) is 

present.

Headings facilitate 

page navigation for 

users of assistive 

technologies. They 

also provide semantic 

and visual meaning 

and structure to the 

document.

Ensure that the text in 

question is truly a heading 

and that it is structured 

correctly in the page 

outline.

An <h2> element is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings and 

Labels (Level AA)

Features

Structural Elements

https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc3.1.2
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1


46
Heading level 

4

A fourth level heading 

(<h4> element) is 

present

Headings facilitate 

page navigation for 

users of assistive 

technologies. They 

also provide semantic 

and visual meaning 

and structure to the 

document.

Ensure that the text in 

question is truly a heading 

and that it is structured 

correctly in the page 

outline.

An <h4> element is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings and 

Labels (Level AA)

1 Unordered list

An unordered 

(bulleted) list (<ul> 

element) is present.

Unordered lists 

present a group of 

related, parallel items. 

Users of many 

assistive technologies 

can navigate by and 

within lists.

Ensure that an unordered 

(bulleted) list is appropriate 

for the context. If list items 

are sequential or numbered, 

an ordered list (<ol>) is 

likely more appropriate.

A <ul> element is present. 1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A)

1 Header

A <header> element or 

banner landmark is 

present.

Headers identify page 

introduction or 

navigation. They 

typically surrounds the 

site or page name, 

logo, top navigation, 

or other header 

content. Headers 

facilitate page 

semantics and 

navigation.

Ensure the header 

surrounds and defines page 

header content.

A <header> element or 

role="banner" is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A)

3 Navigation

A <nav> element or 

navigation landmark is 

present.

The navigation 

identifies a section of 

navigation links and 

can facilitate page 

semantics and 

navigation.

Ensure the element defines 

page navigation. Multiple 

navigation elements on one 

page can be differentiated 

with ARIA labels.

A <nav> element or 

role="navigation" is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A)

2 Main content

A <main> element or 

main landmark is 

present.

The <main> element 

or role="main" 

attribute identifies the 

main content for the 

page. This facilitate 

page semantics and 

navigation.

Ensure the element 

surrounds and defines page 

main content.

A <main> element or role="main"is 

present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A)

1 Footer

A <footer> element or 

contentinfo landmark 

is present.

Footers identify a 

footer for the page or 

a page section. It 

typically identifies 

authorship, related 

links, copyright date, 

or other footer 

content. Footers 

facilitate page 

semantics and 

navigation.

Ensure the element 

surrounds and defines page 

or page section footer 

content.

A <footer> element or 

role="contentinfo" is present.

1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.1 

Bypass Blocks (Level A)

Icon Nº Name What It Means Why It Matters What To Do The Algorithm… in English Standards and Guidelines

6 ARIA
An ARIA role, state, or 

property is present.

ARIA provides 

enhanced semantics 

and accessibility for 

web content.

Ensure the ARIA role, state, 

or property is used 

correctly. Use standard 

HTML accessibility features 

when possible. Be aware 

that support for ARIA is 

limited in older browsers 

and assistive technologies.

An ARIA role, state, or property is 

present, excluding landmark roles, 

aria-labelledby, or aria-describedby 

which are distinct WAVE items.

4.1.2 Name, Role, Value (Level A)

ARIA

https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.3.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc4.1.2


197 ARIA label

An aria-label or aria-

labelledby attribute is 

present.

ARIA labels define 

accessible names to be 

read by screen readers 

for interface elements. 

They may be used 

when HTML 

associations (label, 

alternative text, etc.) 

are not sufficient.

Ensure the aria-label value 

or element referenced by 

aria-labelledby provides a 

descriptive, accurate label. 

When possible, use 

standard HTML <label> or 

other markup to make the 

association.

An aria-label or aria-labelledby 

attribute is present.

1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A); 1.3.1 Info 

and Relationships (Level A); 2.4.6 Headings 

and Labels (Level AA); 4.1.2 Name, Role, 

Value (Level A); 2.5.3 Label in Name (Level A)

6 ARIA button

An element with 

role="button" is 

present.

Elements with 

role="button" must 

function like native 

buttons. These should 

typically be replaced 

with true button 

elements.

Replace the element with a 

true button element, or 

ensure the element is 

keyboard navigable, can be 

activated with Enter or 

Space key presses (key 

detection is typically 

necessary), and provides a 

visible focus indicator.

An element (other than a button) 

has role="button".

2.1.1 Keyboard (Level A); 4.1.2 Name, Role, 

Value (Level A)

2
ARIA 

expanded

An aria-expanded 

attribute is present.

The aria-expanded 

attribute indicates the 

status of content that 

can be expanded and 

collapsed.

Ensure that aria-expanded is 

used correctly (typically on a 

button that controls 

expandable content) and 

that the value (true or false) 

reflects the expansion state.

An element with an aria-expanded 

attribute is present.
4.1.2 Name, Role, Value (Level A)

1 ARIA popup

An element triggers a 

popup menu, dialog, 

or other element.

The aria-haspopup 

element, when 

applied to a button, 

indicates that 

triggering the element 

will open an ARIA 

menu, dialog, listbox, 

tree, or grid.

Ensure that the element 

triggers an ARIA menu, 

dialog, listbox, tree, or grid 

and that the aria-haspop 

attribute value aligns with 

the type of element that is 

opened.

An aria-haspopup attribute is 

present.
4.1.2 Name, Role, Value (Level A)

4 ARIA tabindex
A tabindex value of 0 

or less is present.

Tabindex can facilitate 

keyboard navigation 

for interactive 

elements. A tabindex 

attribute value of 0 

places an item into the 

keyboard navigation 

order (i.e., you can 

navigate to it using the 

Tab key). A value of 

less than 0 (typically -

1) removes an 

element from the 

keyboard flow (you 

cannot Tab to it), but 

allows it to receive 

programmatic focus 

(e.g., via scripting).

Ensure that tabindex is 

being used correctly by 

navigating and interacting 

with the elements using 

only the keyboard. Positive 

tabindex values specify a 

distinct tab order and 

should typically be avoided.

A tabindex attribute is present and 

has a value of 0 or less.
2.1.1 Keyboard (Level A)

https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc1.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc2.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc2.1.1
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc4.1.2
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc4.1.2
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist#sc2.1.1

