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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  Traditional heritage preservation and enhancement through community

EL CABANYAL: NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTICIPATION AGAINST URBAN
EXPROPRIATION

Camilla Mileto, Fernando Vegas, David Morocho
Universitat Politecnica de Valencia, Valencia, Spain

The maritime villages of Valencia, namely Canyamelar, Cabanyal and Cap de Franga, known collec-
tively as El Cabanyal, were originally an old fishing settlement traditionally linked to the city of Valen-
cia which, at the moment of its foundation by the Republic of Rome, was located 5 km inland, in a me-
ander of the Turia River. These settlements, originally composed of huts with earthen walls and steep
thatched gable roofs, were transformed during the late 19th and early 20th centuries into an urban fab-
ric of row houses in the Art Nouveau style, which reflects in the geometry of its plots the previous ex-
istence of those old huts. The city of Valencia expanded from its historic centre, reaching the district
of El Cabanyal in the 1980s. In 1998, the Municipality of Valencia initiated a process of expropriation
of an important section of the district in order to demolish it and to create a large avenue of access to
the sea, following a project which had been drafted in the 19th century. In response to this threat, the
neighbourhood's population mobilised and fought for almost two decades to prevent the destruction
of the district, appealing to regional, national and international legal and judicial instances and giving
visibility to this battle for the survival of the neighbourhood, which was finally saved from demolition,
and is an extraordinary example of resilience and of grassroots defense of the built heritage. The neigh-
bourhood which was thus saved will be remembered by future generations for the resistance it put up
against the destruction that had been planned by the Valencia City Council. Today, despite the urban
wounds from that period which still need to heal, it has become one of the most charming neighbour-

hoods in Europe.
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