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ABSTRACT
This thesis focuses on the study of jewelry in contemporary Venezuela, in the creation of sculptures, under the influence of the work and teaching of goldsmith Alexis De la Sierra, from 1976 until 2010.
Thanks to the work of this Venezuelan artist, goldsmithing enters the field of sculpture and is recognized at the museum level. Due to the constant research of this artist, pottery and sculpture are integrated with advanced technological processes and methods, thus permitting the development of a plastic language that characterizes him as the pioneer of sculptural jewelry in Venezuela.
The impact of the work and teaching of Alexis De la Sierra in his own school of goldsmithing has resulted in a revival of this ancient art in the country. We can consider him as the main Venezuelan artist in the history of the sculptural metalwork, as a new artistic movement in Venezuela. Nowadays, the importance of this discipline in art salons in Venezuela is illustrated by the opening of a large number of educational workshops, and is due to this prolific artist.
Within this context, the artistic work of Alexis De la Sierra has been the base for the progress of the convergence between jewelry and sculpture, and we can consider him as the main Venezuelan artist in the history of sculptural metalwork, this being considered as a new artistic movement in Venezuela.
In the research presented here, we first study the context of the discipline of goldsmithing and sculpture in Venezuela, from colonial times to 2010, considering that both disciplines converge together in sculptural metalwork. Secondly, we develop a profile of the current Venezuelan goldsmith, based on fieldwork. Furthermore, we analyze the production of some Venezuelan goldsmiths, whose works have been exhibited and awarded in art salons in Venezuela, and give evidence for the evolution of the discipline of sculptural metalwork. Finally, we study and analyze the work and teaching of Alexis De la Sierra in relation to its importance on the dissemination and promotion of sculptural jewelry in Venezuela.

