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Preface 

A bibliographical guide is a list or catalog including titles of books, articles, papers, and other written 
contributions concerning a particular matter; it is a collection of bibliographic references aimed at 
offering the most complete documentation possible on the existing historiography of a particular 
subject. 

Collection and sorting of bibliographic references are two common and full sense practices in scientific 
activities. Thus, bibliographical guides become a key document for those initiating research in a given 
area, for those who already have experience to quickly review the subject’s state of the art, and to give 
visibility to scientific contributions. They are also the easiest and quickest way for inquiry of prevailing 
thematic lines, helping to reveal at the same time remaining gaps. 

This publication presents more than 1.300 bibliographic references that have as study subject, either 
directly or indirectly in a methodical way, the Modern Age fortifications on the Mediterranean western 
coast (Spain, France, Italy, Malta, Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco), although other Mediterranean 
countries and other related fortifications of this period have not been excluded. 

Obviously, it should be noted that it has not been possible to conduct a full search of the literature on 
this subject, mainly because of the volume and diversity of production. Consequently, this guide 
constitutes a representative sample of it, taking advantage for the most part of the celebration of the 
FORTMED 2015 International Congress, approaching this subject area. 

For this project, it has sought to follow a simple structure, facilitating the location but not avoid giving a 
small tour, so that references have been classified depending on the country where the remains were 
studied, plus a chapter for general remains. We have also included a chapter dedicated to the American 
continent, due to the amount of works done as a result of the conquests of the time in those lands. 
Finally, a chapter with references to web pages has been included. As a matter of fact, websites should 
provide support, ie, digital library, but with the full bibliographic reference. In addition, digital 
repositories, except for those from university libraries and research centers, are not usually maintained 
for long so, in many occasions, interesting sites with unpublished contributions or research projects’ 
results disappear. Despite all this, we have included this final chapter, being aware of its limitations. 

The style guidelines used are based in the Harvard Referencing System, since it is one of the most 
widespread systems, and therefore, known in the scientific field. 

And as a closing note, I would not want to conclude without apologizing in advance to those authors 
and research teams who will not find all their contributions reflected herein; hopefully they will be 
included in the next. 

Pablo Rodríguez-Navarro 
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