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Methodology

Abstract. In recent years, urban design development has been an important 

topic in Latin American cities such as Medellin, Mexico City and Córdoba, due 

to the transformation of their urban spaces and new methods used to evaluate 

the social, morphological and, in some cases, economic impacts that have 

been brought about by urban development projects. When inquiring about the 

development process and impact of urban studies, and the inhabitants’ relation 

to a transformed space, it is important to establish the context within which 

images, drawings and photographs are analyzed, using graphical approaches 

this paper will show, another example were visual analysis tools where used to 

understand urban transformation regarding economic process.
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Triangulating visual research methods 

Sensory mapping 

Figure 1.

(Curacao.2013). Right: Sensory map of Via Primavera in Medellín. By Research group MCE. 

(Medellín. 2017)
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results.

Drawing and re-drawing as a tool

Figure 2.
[Collage by Leonardo Correa Velásquez]. (Medellín.1944). Collage made by redrawing blueprints 

of Medellin and drawings of the growth of structures within the city of Medellin. Digital archive. 

Planoteca de Planeación Metropolitana, Medellin.
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Photography as a research tool

Figure 3.
[Drawings by multiple authors]. (Medellín.2014). Perspective drawings of the Casa de la Memoria 

building and its contextual relations. Event “Dibujar la Ciudad”, Medellin. 
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Figure 4.
[Photographs by Ana Elena Builes Vélez and Leonardo Correa Velásquez]. (Medellín.2014). Field 

work on the path of Casa de la Memoria, located along the development axis of the Santa Elena 

stream, Medellin 
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Figure 5.
Collage. [Photograph by Rafael Mesa]. (Medellín.1900). Historical Photograph of the Santa Elena 

stream’s development axis. Digital archive. Biblioteca Pública Piloto, Medellín. Retrieved from: 

Junín bridge. Digital archive. Biblioteca Pública Piloto, Medellín. Retrieved from: http://www.
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Graphical reconstruction and architectural 

drawing strategies
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Conclusion

Figure 6.
[Blueprints by Leonardo Correa Velásquez]. (Medellín. 205-2015). Comparative blueprints of areas 

where trigger pieces were built. Centro Cultural Moravia and Casa de la Memoria, Medellin.  
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