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Trade agreements play a key role in the economies of developing countries, including the Southern and Eastern Mediterranean Countries (SEMC). Since the ‘80s in the previous century, Morocco undertook a trade opening strategy via free trade agreements with several trading partners and blocks (the EU, USA, Turkey, Agadir countries…). With the most of them, Morocco experiences trade deficit both in its general and agricultural trade balance, in spite of its efforts on enhancing competitiveness.
The main part of the agricultural exports of the SEMC goes to the EU market, chiefly in fruits and vegetables. For these products, SEMC benefit from comparative advantage and preferential access to the EU market. Previous literature emphasizes the high value of the preferential margin granted by the EU to Moroccan fruits and vegetables.
Considering this background, the main objective of this Thesis is to perform a quantitative analysis of the implications of the current preferences and further trade liberalization in fruits and vegetables for Morocco. Therefore, two complementary analyses are carried out. First, it is calculated the Value of Preference Margin for several fruits and vegetables tomatoes, cucumbers, oranges and clementines. These products are relevant in the Moroccan fruits and vegetables exports to the EU, and the review of the agricultural agreement between Morocco and the EU is taken into account. The results indicate that the highest value of this potential transfer goes to tomatoes, that the reduced entry price has different economic relevance depending on the product, and that the review of the agreement has meant gains for Morocco.
Second, different liberalization scenarios are explored concerning the EU import market for these same products. The scenarios range from a limited trade liberalization for Moroccan products to a full trade liberalization. They are carried out by means of a partial equilibrium model that takes into account both the specific commercial policies implemented in fruits and vegetables, and different origins for the products. The results of the simulations show than domestic EU prices fall together with noticeable increases in the quantities exported to the EU; simultaneously, border prices rise. Besides, it can be highlighted that the results of the simulations indicate losses in Moroccan consumer welfare and gains in Moroccan producer welfare.
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